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To Anns the end of August, 18G3, an unusually largo 
hoard of coins, numbering in all no less than 13,500 pieces 
of silver, was found m the Protected State of Hooch Bab&r, 
m Northern Bengal, the contents of which were consigned, 
in. the ordinary payment of revenue, to the Imperial Treasury 
in Calcutta Advantage was wisel) sought to bo taken of 
the possible archaeological interest of such ft discovery, m 
selections directed to be made from tho general bulk to enrich 
the medal cabinets of the local Mint and tho Museum of 
the Asiatic Society of Bengal The task of selection, 
and with it of mmitablj Goal rejection, was entrusted to 
Babu Rajendra-l&l Mitra, — an experienced scholar m many 
branches of Sanskrit literature, and who, m the absence of 
more practised Numismatists, Courageously encountered the 
novel stud) and impromptu exposition of Semitic Palaeo- 
graphy as practically developed in his own native land six 
centuncS ago The Babu, after having assiduously com- 
pleted Lis selections for the Government, 1 was considerate 
enough to devote himself to renewed and more critical 
examinations of this mass of coined metal, with a view to 
secure for Colonel 0 S Guthrie (late of the Bengal En- 
gineers), any examples of importance that might have escaped 
his earlier investigations The result has been that more 
than a thousand additional specimens have been rescued from 
the Presidency Mint crucibles, and now contnbuto the lead 
ing materials for tho subjoined monograph 

An autumnal fall of a river bank, not far removed from 
the traditional capital of Kunttucar Raja, a 1 mg of mark in 
provincial annals, 2 disclosed to modern eyes the hidden trea 

1 J A S Rental 1S81 p -180 

1 CoL J C, JUugt tpq to wham we lire mainly indebted for tbe knowledge of 
ill 4 frowcatte* beta 40 obi fcs to {umsh me nKK interesting 
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sure of some credulous mortal who, in olden time, entrusted 
his wealth to the keeping of an alluvial soil, carefully stored 
and. secured in trass vessels specially constructed for the pur- 
pose, but destined to contribute undesignedly to on alien 
inheritance, and a disentombment at a period much posterior 
to that contemplated by its depositor- This accumulation, so 
singular in its numerical amount, is not the less remarkable in 
the details of its component elements — whether os regards the, 
go to say, newness und sharpness of outline of the majority of 
the pieces themselves, the peculiarly local character of the 
whole collection, or its extremely limited range in point of 
time. It may he said to embrace compactly the records of 
ten kings, ten mint cities, and to represent 107 years of the 
annals of the country. The date of its inhumation may he 
fixed, almost with precision, towards the end of the eighth 
century a h., or the fourteenth century a.d A very limited 
proportion of the entire aggregation was contributed by 
external currencies, and the imperial metropolis of Dehli alone 
intervenes to disturb the purely indigenous issues,, and that 
merely to the extent of less than 150 out of the 13,500 other- 
wise unmixed produce of Bengal Hints. 1 


detail* of the site of diseorery and illustration* of the neighbouring localities 
Cot Haughton writes — '‘The place where tbe com was found li about three 
miles S \\ of Deeahatti, not far from tbe Temple of Kunlrswaree (or Korn it- 
Eswareel on tbe hassha Of the river Dhurla Jsesr to thia temple U a place called 
Gorain Horace a abort distance from which are tbe rums pf Kuntesur Itnja’a 
capital called K antes waree-Pat, consisting of a mound of considerable extent, 
which has been surrounded with sereral ditches and walla, which are again pro- 
tected at the distance of a mOe or two by enormous mounds of nearly ItHl feet 
high- The bra** ressele, id -which the treasure was deposited, were Ordinary 
brass lotaf>t, to which the top or lip bad not bfm fired, but in lien thereof the 
vessels were cosered by canister tops, secured by an iron splie passing frt>m 

tide to tide " 

1 I wish to explain the reservation* I mtlce in thus stating this total * 
below that firm in Rajendra lata list of 150 coins of i-n-ert Dehli kisg* 
t,J A SB, September, I8oh,p *S1) In the first place, I greatly mistrust the 


the use of bis simple name *1111 patronymic ; no longer the “glory of the 
faftb/’ be wu the far wore bumble ^ | ,\ J ‘ly, or the 

conrentional All JL^ AlbW*^ (Z il i-Bami, Calcutta edit, p 196), 
both of which Were 10 peiairtenlly copied by the independent Bengal Sultan 
llrrUirlr po rack tltto if occur* on **yof the specimens of the Koefi 
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Tho exclusively homo characteristics of the great majority 
of tho collection are enlivened by the occasional intrusion of 
mementos of imperial re-assertions, and numismatic contribu- 
tions from other independent sources aid in tho casual illus- 
tration of tho varying political conditions of tho province, 
and of tho relations maintained from time to time between 
tho too -independent governors of a distant principality and 
their liege suzerains at Dchli. 

Muhammadan writers have incidentally preserved, a record 
of the fact, that on tho first entry of their armies into Bengal, 
they found an exclusive cowrie or shell currency, assisted pos- 
sibly by bullion in tho larger payments, but associated with no 
coined money of any description ; 1 a heritage of primitive 

' " ' 1 '« 1 ' * tie, with the exception 

■ ■■ . ■ ■ ntrnsion of com* of 

1 1 ■ > -a more direct way, by 

aisiguiiig lue supposed examples ot tns money to me potentate from whose mints 
they really came, that Is , Ikhtldr-ud-dm O.iiazI Sham (No tu infra), giving 


papers), and transferred him, in the printed proceedings of the Asiatic faociety 
of Bengal, to an anomalous position at the end of the Bengal Pathhns (p 483), 
while omitting to deduct btsn from the total number of 11 tight Debit Pathins,” 
which reckoning hag been allowed to stand at p 4S0 In the matter of date, 
we are not informed why this king should be assigned to a o 1491, instead of to 
the true 1320 a d which history claims for him „ 

1 Minhbj-ul-Slrkj, who was resident in Lakhnanti in in 6*1, writes 

i r - , m1 ' kj * 2 j <t£ « 

Tabak&t-l-JS&siri, p 149, Calcutta printed edition (1861) Ibn Butot&h gives 
an account of the collection of the cowrie shells in the Maidive Islands, from 
whence they were exported to Bengal in exchange for rice, the gradational 
quantities and values are detailed as follows si. .= 100 cownes J\j=700 
= 12000 j i =100,000, four (wins were estimated as worth one gold 


scheme of 1833 at 6,400 per’ rupee — Pnnsep's TJ T , p 2 Major RenneU, 
who was m Silhet in 1767-8, speaking of the cowrie money, remarks *■ 1 
found no "th— r - — y - 1 •» »v- i — . 

when an |. ■ • 

(notices • ■ • 

l)sccn” ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ... 
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tarter, indeed, which survived undisturbed in many of the out- 
lying districts up to tho early part of the present century 
The consistent adherence of the people to this simple medium 
of exchange, goes far to explain an enigma, recently adverted 
to, 1 as to the general absence of all specimens of money of high 
antiquity within certain limits northward, of the seaboard, and 
mayserveto reconcilethe anomaly of conterminous nationalities 
appearing in such different degrees of advancement when tried 
by similar isolated tests of local haoitudes Tor the rest, the 
arms of Islam clearly brought with them into Bengal what 
modern civilization deems a fiscal necessity — a scheme of 
national coinage, and the present enquiry is concerned to 
determine wheu and iu what form tho conquerors applied the 
theory and practice they themselves had as yet but imperfectly 
realized 

"When Muhammad bin Sam had so far consolidated his 
early successes in India into a design of permanent occupancy, 
leaving a viceroy and generalissimo in Dehh, in the person 
of Kutb iid dm Aibeh, while hia own court waa still held at 
Ghazni, the scattered subordinate commanders each sought to 
extend the frontiers of the faith be} ond the limits already 
acquired In pursuance of this accepted mission, Muhammad 
Ilnkhti&r Khilji, Sijpahmlur in Oude, in a h 699, pushed his 
f trees southward, and expelled, with but little effoit, the ancient 
Hindu d} nasty of Nuddeah, superseding that city as the 
capital and transferring tho future metropolis of Bengal to 
the proximate site of Lahhuauti where he ruled undisturbed 
by higher authority till his own career was prematurely cut 
short in a ii 602 

Considering tho then existing time honoureds} sfemof valua- 
tion by shells — which would ceitamlv not invite a hnstv issue of 
coin — and Muhammad Itakhtiar’s acknowledged subordination 
to Kutb-ud din, who so far as can be seen, uttered no money in 
Ins own name it may fairly be inferred that if a singlo piece 
was produced, it formed n part only of nn occasional or special, 

rollrdtd In wl eh in, »l*o the perter*! medium of all pecunliry truna 

»c ion* and • con* derthle- r»pet then in-eum-d bj Government in effect, 

inc their en ten on i t* hull on — llirrj! on a llltidottin London If'’ 1 ) l n 
J It A S *o| t \ S p f j 4 



5 


medallic mintage — a numismatic Faluh-ndmnb, or assertion 
and declaration of conquest and supremacy alone, designedly 
avoiding any needless interference with the fixed trade by 
adventitious monetary complications, which so unprogressive 
a race as the IIindu3 would naturally be slow to opprcciato. 

Similar motives may he taken to have prevailed in the 
north, whoro the least possiblo change was rnado in the 
established currency of tho country, extending, indeed, to a 
mere substitution of names in the vernacular character on 
tho coin, which was allowed to retain the typical *' Bull and 
Horseman” device of Pnthvi Raja and his predecessors Tho 
pieces themselves, designated from tlieir place of mintage 
Dehli-wilaiJ" were composed of a mixture of silver and copper in 
intentionally graduated proportions, but of tho one fixed weight 
of thirty-two ratis, or the measure of the old Parana of silver 
of Manu'8 day Progressive modifications were effected in 
the types and legends of these coins, but no systematic recon- 
struction of the circulating media took place until the reign 
of Altamsb ; who, however, left the existing currencies undis- 
turbed, as the basis for the introduction of tho larger and 
more valuable and exclusively silver ■h.-eH populurly known in 
after times as the Tan hah ^ a standard which may also be sup- 
posed to have followed traditional weights in the contents as- 
signed to it, as the 96 rati- piece modern ideas would identify 
with the Tolah or it may possibly have been originated as 
a now 100 rati coin, a decimal innovation on the primitive 

1 The name is written J! ^ j in Kotb od-din Aibek's inscription on 
tho mosque at Dehli (Frinsep s Lgsays, 1 327) The T&J ul MafUir and 
Other native authorities give the word as v ■> L Hasan Niz&mi, the author 


tigs 2 k 2!t, +7 ) 

1 r.r : ,kinc derives this name from the Cbagatai Tdrkl word, tang, ‘white** 
(History of India under Baber London, 1S54, vol i p 546) Vullers gives a 

different and clearly preferable derivation in (fort es V* >■“ * * 

tenuis, suff j) Ibn Bat Utah carefully preserves the orthography a« *L- 
s *nd "rf. ^ . 
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Hindu reckoning by fours, a point which remains to be 
determined by the correct ascertainment of the normal 
weight of the rati, which is still a debated question 
My own results, obtained from comparative numismatic 
data of various ages, point to 175 grains, 1 while General 

l In attempting to ascertain the relation of the weights of ancient and 
modern, days, and. to follow the changes that time and local custom may have in- 
troduced mto the static laws of India, the capital point to be determined n the 
true weight of the rofi, as it was understood and accepted when the initiatory 
metric system was m course of formation. Two different elements hare hitherto 
obstructed any satisfactory settlement of tl^ intrinsic measure of this primary 
unit — the one. the irregularity of the weight of the pttnja seeds themselves, 
which vary with localities and other incidental ctrcnmstaners of growth,* the 
other, the importance of which has been rather overlooked that the modifications 
m the higher standards, introduced from time to time by despotic authority, 
were sever accompanied by any me or fall m tha nominal total of ratit which 


iffmruna or purdna, and we are instructed by his commentator, in a needlessly 


*11 retired in the form of silver coin, and was further retained as a mint 
standard by his successors, till ShSr Shtb re-modeUed the currency 
about the middle of the sixteenth century In the same way I hate already 
demonstrated elsewhere^ in illustration of an independent question, that a com 
retaining with viOgular fidelity the ponderable ratio of the ancient jnu run is, was 
concurrent with the restored under Ftnii Sblh (a d 135l-13Sh) and 

Other kings Add to complete the intermediate link, I tnay cue the fact that 
when the effect* of Greek and Scythian interference had paired away, the 
32-rffti purdna re appeared in the Punjhb and Northern India, is the silver 
currency of the local dynasty of SvjfuA and Sawwta Beta J and furo shed in 
itaityle and dentes the prototype of the Dehli Chokah senes of « Bull and 
Horseman' coins, I hi Drkh ttrdlat which were retained, unaltered in weight, by 
the Muhammadans, in joint circulation with the silver doable Dtrham* of 174 
grains of the r own ijstcni.[ 

Eatant specimens of SyhLa’a coins in the British Museum weigh 54 4 grains 
and upwards. 

If this double senes of weights eatendmg over an interval of time represented 
by SI or 23 cea tones and narrowed to an almost identical loeahti, are found 
not only to accord with exactitude in thcmselve* but to approach the only 
ration il solution of the given quantities the case may be taken as j roved 

The ancient purdu - 1 hall marked ailver piece* range as high as 65 grains, 
copper coins of are ciLaet of 157 5 grams , and other early coins of 


• ‘tsWunskit , Vo. ’lavi v. 


I ft, te-nf a], 

»- sis. 

i e.,»» IM tvw*. . £ms 
f fraup a laa«va, L f J14, pi 


d T^l «f * main " Prissen L T (ISOaWP , 
lorsary tub Tun) K* U, 

A S„ lx. 177 ! Astana Aud-tva, p Its j JYinaep » Keaaya, 
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Cunningham adheres to tho higher figures of 1.8229 
grains 1 

— » *-.* — *'•* *•“— »«rd weights 
■ ■■ ■ | ■ 1 ■ ■ ■■ Hence — 

and thi* is the weight I propose to assign to the original rati ; there may be 



Gou> ,, 
CorrER 


1 JH.ha 
1 Suvaroa 
l Pala or Nishka 
i. 1 Dharana 
1 hittlia 



Subdivisions of K&rsha 
— NumismaUc Chrontrle, vol 


I J - <0 „ 

...U - 20 

I I = 10 .. 

, NS p 131, March, 1854 


8 75 
140 
SCO 
5600 
»0 
70 
35 


1 General Cunningham’s deductions are founded 


on the following estimates 


Mr N S Maskelyne, of the Mineral Department, British Museum, who, some 
time ago, entered into an elaborate series of comparisons of Oriental weights, with 
a new to determine the identity of one of our most celebrated Indian diamonds, 
has been so obliging as to draw up for me the following memorandum, exhibiting 
the bearing of an entirely independent set of data upon the question under review 
the true weight of the Indian Halt The value of this contribution in itself, 
and the difficulty of doing justice to it In an abstract, must plead my dense for 
printing it in exton to in this place — 

1 shall confine my answer to your question about the Tati to the estimate of it 
as derived from the MishkSl The other channel of enquiry, that namely of 
Hindoo metrology end numismatics is too complicated, and so far as I have 
been able to follow it, too unsatisfactory in Its results to justify my urging any 

k ‘ 


are to be obtained solely from the weights of coins except in the few cases where, 
as in the coins of Akl>*r,or of kbd el Milek ben Menrfin, we have some literary 
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However, these silver coins of Altamsh — let their pnmarj 
static ideal have been based upon a duplication of the dirhams 

statements about them Nor can yon get any resqlt from we ghing carob beans 
Id determine the carat, Dr abrtw seeds to determine the roll I we ghtd long 
ago hund eds of rat e that Dr Danbeny lent me with an average of I 694 
tTOy gra ns SrTVillam Jones found I be! eve one of 1 .318 and Professor 
Wilson I th nk another value aga n They vary according- to tbe so 1 and climate 
they are grown in and the time and atmosphere they bare been kept in 

BIj invest gat on of the rat Originated in a des re to determine whether the 
diamond now the Queen s was the san e that Baber records as having been 


can be very 1 ttle trus ed I can g ve you my reasons for this assertion if yon 
wish for them 

Bhber m his memoirs says the wegbtof Hnmayiin > d aroond was about 
fi ro ibVila In bis descnpt on of lnd i be gives the following ratios of the 
we ghts in use there — 

9 rat s — l mhsbah 

32 = 4 «= l tang (tank) 

40 =5 =1 mubkaL 

96 = 12 =1 tola 

Jewels sod precious stones being estimated by the tang furthermore he states 
14 tolas = 1 sir 40 sirs — 1 man «tc Thu* then the 8 m shkuLs would be 
i’O rats 

Tavern er Bays the d amend be saw we ghed 310} rnt s The Koh i Nilr in 
1831 (and I be) eve in Babers day aUo) we ghed 389 6 gra os troy The 
theory that it was All ed d aid aroond would demand — 

a to shUl (8) weigl t uf 72 t grains, 

a tola m) „ 

ft tank (W) 6S «h» 

ft tnisba (40) 14 744 „ 

ft rati (3 O of fi to ll e misbak ] S4' 1 5 , 

(J4C of b „ ) " 5S3 

fcow ft! to the rolabkul — the Mahomiusdan writers s|*»k of it not ha» rg 
altered from the days of the Prophet Dootitlru it has been a pretty | rrm» 


The „ of Tr po! -13 0 

In /Vrsirn the drml mttl.lll *• 1 (| the batman of Cb [•»•« j 1 

(of *H I c „lna) f - 3 9« 

The tanril batman and miabhU ** lilf the above ) 

The oxULkAl cotroyom! t>g to tta (•})<! rbam vved foT gold and 
allvftv in Prrvia 

TV abbasl enrrrtposvd ng to 1 ml Hal Msradru says m~2 

The mode a deha»ed ml, till] of f- i Asni — 71 

Tiber in speaking cf the mlibl if. may aithrf attn h • oaa Bokharan tnlshlll 
or «i stem, nm ycyWile the turrral mishhul a* tu'.inj at (hit litno in India 
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of Ghazni, or, as is more probable, elaborated out of the ele- 
ments of ancient Indian Mctrologj — may be quoted in their 

in short, the " Indian or Syrian mlshkal ” of the Mahomraadan writer* —which 
■was the Greek misbkal + 1 kirat* The modern debased muhkfil of Bokhara 
we may leave out of our comparison*. It it aurcly a degraded weight in * 
country that ha* undergone an eclipse 

The old ‘‘Greek Dinar” i* of course the Byzant, or lohdn* aurecs — the 
denanus of Btranlmm It was nominally coined 72 to the Roman lb. The 
Bytaniian Roman lb in the British Museum weigh* 499 j grains, so the solidu9 
was >i emtnalljf coined at 69 4 grains It rrnllt/ ls*ned from the mint at a 


which latter give* a probable weight for the dirham as originally coined (In 
Mnkmi b time the ratio was dinar dirham = 10 7=21 75 15 22, or^*up posing 


Portuguese r= 3 171 

the above value o{ the mishkS.1 accords extremely wtU with my theory about 
the diamond 

That the *‘ Greek " ■' " " * ■ “ 

likely, although the * ■ ■ ... • 

Sassatnan drachma 

Museum, of Ardasbir » 

less than G6 5 grain* . 

faa*samdfe the gold coinage was quite exceptional, and was not large enough to 
have formed the basis of the monetary system of the Caliphs, which was 


less than 74 grains 

M ilhout catering Into the Indian numismatics! question, I may remind you of 
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surviving integrity of weight and design, as having furnished 
the prototypes of a long line of sequent Dehli mintages, and 
thus contributing the manifest introductory model of nil 
Bengal coinages . 1 

The artistic merits of the produce of the southern mints. 



I am strongly tempted to enter further into thu question of the ponderary 
*T£temi or India, bat I am warned by jour own able papers of the difficulties 
in tie path of one who deals only in translation* and in the weight of tom*. 

21th Noe , 1865 

' There are three earfeties of AUamth's sitter coinage, all showing more or 
less the imperfection of the training of the Indiin artists in the reprodaetion of 


Obacrw Squire area, with double line*, within a circle. 

Legend, Jl^st« *UUl <t!l ! 

Iterrrse Square area, with double tinea, within a circle 

plait *V 

No ?, surer Sue, Tld , weight 168 5. Date, C30 a u 

Obrerse i Square arc a, with double lmca, 

U jil ^ 11 u \hUl j 

yila*!l »i\i 

Rcrrrrc i Circular area. 

Lrcrn<l,^_eH dUlJ^ X**"" dill Jt *!1J 1 
Margin. -II l.ls 

Hr tttjrtry do tier* the ivtf^lornj rhjm{T* of tb« n*o>e of the ptree to the grrirHe 
vf . M aa well aa the Ignorant mUtllulion of a! 11 ^,.1. J l for the 

KWiT • tiue lisle S.\JB R , U62, p. 207. Cob Guthrie » coin (T; p« N o 2 ) 
tSiaclaar* a aiatlu error 


Wetel. ^ e-dl _ r JuI *!! eleJl Jut 

i-aall i 

N* a. Sue. .1 i | waljM 1*1 Jp. V 

Oli.rria aa *** I. but «h* Square */'* la nrUad ia a rirrte 

Renew 1 Niaari are* twWJ » thtu aprcV fdmtKslwi h ihcohreraedralf* 
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though superior in tho early copies to the crudo introductory 
issues of Altamsh, seldom compete with tho contemporary 
design or execution of tho Dchli dic-cutters, and soon mergo 
into their own provincialisms, which aro progressively exagge- 
rated in tho repetition, until, at lost, what with tho imper- 
fection of tho model, tho progressive conventionalism of tho 
designers, and the ignoranco and crudo mechanical imitation 
of the engravers, their legends bccomo micro semblances of 
intelligible writing, and, as tho plates will show, like Persian 
shikastah , easy to read when one can divine what is intended, 
hut for an\ thing liko precision in obscure and nearly 
obliterated margins, a very untrustworthy basis for tho 
search after exact results 

The different mints each followed its own traditions, and 
tho school of art stood generally at a higher level in the 
eastern section of tho kingdom, especially when Sonargaon 
was held by its own independent rulers Tho lowest scale 
of die execution, exemplified m tho present series, was 
reserved for the capital of the united provinces under the 
kingship of Sikandar (No 22 infra) The numismatic 
innovations of Muhammad bin Tugldnk were felt and 
copied m tho south, especially in the reproduction of the 
titular legends, but his own corns Btruck at tho “city” — ho 
would not call it capital — of Lakhnauti, evince the haste and 
carelessness of a temporary sojourn, and still worse, the hand 
of a local artist, all of which short comings maybe forgiven to 
a monarch who m his own imperial metropolis, had raised the 
standard of the beauties of Arabic writing, as applied to coin 
legends to a position it had never before attained, and which 
later improved appliances have seldom succeeded in equalling 
The Bengal Sult&ne, mere imitators at first, were original 
in their later developments of com illumination, and tho 
issues of the fully independent kings exhibit a commendable 
a nnetj of patterns in the die devices, damaged and restricted, 
however, m tho general effect by the pervading coarseness and 
imperfection of the forms of the letters Then, again, the tenor 
of tho inscriptions is usually of independent conception, espe- 
cially m the refusal to adopt the ever recurring kalvnah, and m 
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the rato of alio} In the case of the imperial coins subjected 
to assaj in Calcutta, specimens spreading over, and in eo far, 
representing a sequent eight} } earsof the issues of the northern 
metropolis, vary only to tho extent of six grains in the thou- 
sand, or 0 6 per cent As theDehli coinage proves superior, 
in point of weight, to tho southern standard so also does it 
retain a higher degree of purity , tho 900 and 99G of silver 
to tho test total of 1,000 grains, sinks, in tho earliest examples 
of tho Bengal mintages, to 989, from which figures it expe- 
riences a temporary rise, in possibly exceptional cases, under 
Bah&dur Shah, who may be supposed to have brought down, 
with his remstituted honors and the corned treasure so 
lavishly bestowed upon him by Muhammad bin Tughlak on 
Ins restoration to the goaemment of Son&rgnon, certain im- 
plied responsibilities for tho cquit} and fulness of bis curren- 
cies, while m the subsequent irregularl} descending scale, 
A&zam Sh&h’s officials arrived at the most unblushing effort 
of debasement, in the reduction of silver to 9C2 grams Among 
other unexpected items for which tho aid of modem science 
may be credited, is tho support which the intrinsic contents 
of the erroneously classed coins of ’Add Shah under native 
interpretation, lend to tho correctness of the revised attnbu 
tion of the pieces themselves suggested by the critical terms 
of their own legends, m the manifest identity of their assay 
touch with the associate coins of the lower empire of India 
Colonel Guthne has furnished me with, the following data, 
concerning the assay of the various coins composing the Kooch 
Bahar hoard — “ When the Bengal Asiatic Society made their 
selection of coins from the trove, thev set apart four of each 
description for the Hint, two being for special assay, two for 
the Mint collection Tho result of the assay was as follows 
(1 000 represents absolute punty) ” 

DRHLt corns 

1 Bilbao (a n 664) 390 and 996 

2 Km Kobid (a s 635) 990 and 996 

3 GMIis ud-din Tughki (ah 720) 

990 ' ' 

4 A' dil Shlh Ghhif Shit of 

Bengal K & 7S1] 9S9 


SEXCAi cows 

1 Chains ltd din Bird* 9S9 

2 Bahidor Shill 9SS and 993 

3 Mubarak Shit 937 

i II Si-i Slilh (1st type) OS9 , (2nd) 

93’ (3rd) 983 3 ' 

5 *l landar Shhh (return lost) 

6 Alram Sbih (1 Ft type) 9S 1 (2nd) 

989 (3rd) 962 , (4th) 977 
(5th)9Sfi ’ 1 ' 
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these evidence 1 ? would seem to imply that tlio Bengal ratio of 
purity was intentionally lower, and tliat n very slight addi- 
tion to the recognised alloy would bring tho loent issues fairly 
within the category of “ blnek Tankahs.” Such a supposition 
of tho inferiority of tho coinages of tho southern kingdom 
appears to ho curiously illustrated by B&bor’a mentioning 
that, in a.ii. 932, a portion of tho revenues of tho district of 
Tirhut, a sort of border-land of his kingdom, svhich did not 
extend over Bengal, was payable in Tankah Kulrah, and tho 
larger remainder in Tanlnh Shift, 1 an exceptional association 
of currencies in a given locality, which can scarcely bo ex- 
plained in a more simple and reasonable manner than hy 
assuming tho lower description of tho conventional cstironto 
piece to have been concurrent with a better description of tho 
same coin, constituting the prevailing and authorized revenue 
standard of tho northern portions of tho conquering Moghul’s 
Indian dominions. 

Another important element of all currency questions is the 
relative rato of exchange of the precious metals infer if. 
And this is a division of tho enquiry of peculiar significance 
at tho present moment, when Ifor Majesty's Government aro 
under pressure by the European interest to introduce gold as a 
legal tender at a fixed and permanent rato, or, in effect, 
to supersedo tho existing silver standard, the singlo and 
incontestable measure of \nlue,in which all modem obligations 
have been contracted, and a motnl, whoso present market 
price is, in all human probability, less liablo to be affected, by 

No 84, of 738 a n , p 50, Patb&n Sult&ns The following are the inscriptions i 
Obvrrtt— 

reverse— ^3 

Margin—* AjLvt } A— » j\&} 
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oTer production than that of gold : the bullion value of 
which latter had already begun to decline in the Bazars of 
India, simultaneous!}- with the arrival of the first fruits of 
Aus tralian minin g. 

If the contemplated authoritative revolution in the esta- 
blished currency had to be applied to a fully civilized people, 
there might be less objection to this premature experiment; 
but to disturb tbe dealings of an empire, peopled by races 
of extreme fixity of ideas, to give advantages to tbe crafty 
few, to the detriment of the mass of the unlettered popula- 
tion, is scarcely justified by the exigencies of British trade; 
and India’s well-wishers may fairly advance a mild protest 
against hasty legislation, and claim for a subject and but 
little understood nationality, some consideration, before 
the ruling power forces on their unprepared minds the 
advanced commercial tenets of the cities of London and 
Liverpool. 

The ordinary rate of exchange of silver against gold in 
Marco Polo’s time (1271-91 a . t >.), 1 may be inferred to have 
been eight to one ; though exceptional cases are mentioned 
in localities within the reach of Indian traders, where the 
ratios of six to one and five to one severally obtained. 

Ibn Batutab, ia the middle of the fourteenth century. 


1 Tbe Pronnee of KaiuUV 11 For montj {bey rmploy tbe white porcelain 
•bell found ,n tb< aew, and these they also wear t_* crnainenti ■boot tbeir hec\s- 
Eighty of the (bells are etjuxl tn nine to * ssggio of adrer, or two Venetian 
grotti. and fight (asm of good «i!wr to one of pore gold. ’ Chap. suit. 

Tbe Pronaef of Kjiiiias "‘Gobi is found tn Ibc nters. both in amill 
pulitlrs to d lo lump*! ■- 1 er— ire ale* T-'l r' it In * L - |i 

t-omequrnce of the Urr* r ■ - i ,l, i , nl i'fi Mf I ci < c! r ’ I ' » l 
11551 of ailrer They I »-■ ,e it* - - V ' si ;,in 1 1 lb 1 ■ 

nmrnej, which howe»-r. • 1; t ,1 ip i 1 ■■ |>a- , 1 1 » a >-■ 1 1 1 - a — 

brought from I ■■■ l 1 , ■"» 1 1 “ il*“ 1 ( 1 1 " li II 1 ■ * 1 .lit, 

Tbe I'rtiTincel of tinosiAi "Tbe currency of this country lx gold by 


fiOt of the \ utiiun luftj, whereon, three dijt tn ererr week. • number of - 
reojil* assemble many of shepi come down from Ibe neighbouring mountains, 
bmtfiey tbeir gold to be eiehangeJ far «lrer, which the merchants who repair 
Uutber from distant eounfrie* carry with then for tin* purpose 1 and one sarno 
or p»!d is firm for fire of aiUer " Chip xhlL Trascls of Marco Polo, by \V. 
Mi mica. London, tSl J j and Cohn s EjiUos. I Ml. 
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when he was, so to say, resilient and domesticated in India, 
reports tho rclativo values of tho metals as eight to ono. 1 

1 jLjOj ^ f\ Jjji\ UWJ; 

It. 10, 1U-. i/Jt ^ 

*i j*»l fa Tftidre le ns, ilans les marehfa de ce pay* [pengalcj, *ur lo pled de 
vingt-cinq rllhl de Dihly pour on dtnfir d'argent : cctui ci Taut huit dracbme*, 
, iS* 1 '4 1 * '* *'• ? 1A ' 


the other silver , and there can be little doubt but that the original design of the 
teat was to specify that one gold piece of a giren weight passed in iitu for eight 
stiltr pieces of similar form and of slightly greater built It is possible that the 
term Dmdr may in process of time hare come to ataod for a contentions! 
measure of value, like the “ pound sterling, ” aoaceptible by common consent of 
being liquidated in the due equivalent of silver *, hot this concession need not 
affect the direct contrast between the Dfuhrs and Dirhams so obviously marked 
in the case in point. ( 


Tughlak, Emperor of Dehli, had, from his first elevation to the throne, evinced 


cose, this payment to Ibn Batutah seems to have been made after the 
Sultan had organised and abandoned that imaginary phase of perfection in 
the royal art of depreciating the circulating media, by the entire aupercession 
of the prectons metals, and following the ideal of a paper currency, 
the aubstitntion of a copper simulacrum of each and every piece in the 
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The Emperor Akhars minister, Abul Fazl, has left an 
official record of the value of gold m tho second half of the 
sixteenth century, at which period the pnee was on the me, 
so that the mints were issuing gold com m the relation 
of one to 9 4 of silvre But a remarkable advance must have 
taken place about thi3 time, as in the second moiety of the 
seventeenth century, Tavernier 1 found gold exchanging 
against fourteen times its weight of silver from, which point 
it gradually advanced to one to fifteen a rate it maintained 
when the East India Company re modelled the coinage in 
1833 3 Afterwards with prospering time3 the metal ran up 
occasionally to fabulous premiums, to fall again ig-nomimously, 
when Californian and Australian discoveneB made it common 
in the land 

I revert for the moment to a more formal recapitulation of 
tho computations, which serve to establish the ratios of gold 
and silver m ALbar’e tune 

Abul Fazl a figured returns give the following results — 

First — Chugul weight m gold Tolah 3 hlfisha 0, Rati 
5| =:30 Its of II $ M&shas each 549 84 172 5 X 30 

(5175 0) 1 9 4118 

hccond — Aftubi gold weight t 1, M 2, B. 4f=12 Its 

218 90 172 5x12(2070 0) 1 9 45G3 

orJer of it* degree from tho D ndr to Ibe lowest co a in the realm tie 
tiIom be ng oti hofiUtiTely designated eti the aorfafe of each Tb!« 
currency bdJ it* own more or lean aueceaafuUj from 730 to 733 -when it came 
to ■ aimple and «etf developed end. Taking the probable date of thU payment *t 
7+2-3 * II (Ibn II Ti P + *nd toLUL p itiL) it maybe * untied that the 174 
(of 176) jr* noli |?olJ Unk»b »h ch bad heretofore atood at Ibe etjuitablu etchinge 


IMnwp a LaeM Tal.ra pp J J* *9 
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Third — Ilahi, or L&l Jal&Ii, also Mulannt, gold, weight 
u 12, r 1$=10 Us : 18323 :: 172 5 x 10 (1725 0) : 
i::9 U18 

3 A. — Tho larger piece, the Sihatmh, m valuo 100 
Lai JaKibs, gives an. identical return "Weight in gold, 
t 101, « 9, iu 7 = 1000 Us : 18328 It 172,500 
(172 5 x 100 x 10): 1.19 4118 

Fourth — AdL-Guthah, or Hnhar, nlso called Mihrdbi, 
gold, weight 11 Mkhas=9 Us : 1G5 :: 172 5x9 (1552 5) : 1 
;:9 10909 

4 A — Tho higher proportions specified under the piece of 
100 round Muhnrs, produco a similar result Weight in gold, 
t 91, m 8=900 Us : 16500 :* 155250 (172 5 x 100 x 9) 
: 1 ::0 40 

These sums aro based upon tho ordinary Tolab of 180 gr , 
Masha of 15, and Uati of 1 875 grs Tho question of corres- 
ponding valuos in the English scale need not affect the 
accuracy of comparisons founded upon tho conventional 
measure by which both metals were estimated 

I have gn cn more prommcnco to tho above calculations 
and even tested anew my earlier returns by tho independent 
totals afforded by tho larger sums now inserted, because tha 
obvious result of gold being to silver as ono to 9 4, has been 
called in question by an official of tho Calcutta Mint (a Dr 
SheUoton), who, howovor, whdo unable either to correct my 
data, or to produce any possiblo ci ideuco agamst my conclu- 
sions ventures to affirm, that “94 to one is o relative value 
of gold to silver, which novor could really have existed * 1 
Nevertheless, hero is a scries of comparative weights 
and values, furnished by tho highest authority of tho day, 
and each and all produco returns absolutely identical up to the 
first place of decimals My original estimates were sketched 
and published atPehli, in 2851, where I bad access to tha best 
MSS , to the most comprehensive range of antiquarian relies, 
and. at command the moat intelligent oral testimony in the land 
When reprinting Pnnsep’s “ Useful Tables ” (London, 1858), 
I had occasion, to quoto these calculations, and was able to 
fortify them, had it been needed by the precisely analogous 
1 Joar Ai See Bengal 1861 p 617 
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results obtained by Colonel TS r Anderson, who had tried Abul 
FazVs figures, from a different point of view, and for altogether 
independent purposes 1 Tint if there were the faintest reason 
for doubting bo moderate a rate ns one to 9 4, the whole dis- 
cussion might be set at rest by Abul Tazl s own statement as 
translated into English m 17^3 when, m concluding a very 
elaborate review of the profit and loss of refining gold, for 
the purpose of coinage, he concludes and the process * leaves 
a remainder of abont one half a tolah of gold, the value of 
which is four rupees *’ a It be as well that I eWald add-, 
that some of my totals differ from those to be found m Glad- 
win’s translation of the original Persian text 3 X do not 
recapitulate the several divergencies, but it is necessary to 
prove the justice of one, at least, of my emendations Glad 
wm’B MSS gave the rupee at Il| mash as (i p 34) The 
more carefully collated DehU texts ehm\ ed the real weight 
to be 11 5 mashas, a static fact of some importance, which is 
curiously susceptible of proof from Gladwm’a own data at 
page 46 of his Calcutta edition, a Bum is given of the refining 
charges and profits as understood by the mints of those days, 
wherem 989 tolas, 9 mashas <?f impure silver is stated to be 
reduced by 14 T 9 jr Ik m refining, and n further 4 t 
10 m 3 n in manipulation, leaving 11641 mashas of silver 
(989 9 0 — 14 9 1 — 4 10 3 = 11641) which 
is officially announced as ordinarily coined into 1012 rupees, 
(1012 x 116 = 11638) giving, as nearly as may be the 
essential 11] m&shas, which the translated text should have 
preserved m its earlier passages 

Richard Hawkins, who tww at Agra, in ad 1G09-IJ, 
during the reign of JaMngir, has left a notice of certain 
accumulated treasures of that prince w high he was permitted 
to behold, and amongst the rest he specifies “ In pntma of 
Serafims Ecben which be toil rupias apiece,” to this passage 
is added in a marginal note, that, ** a tole is a rupia challanj 
[current] of silver, and ten of these toles are of the value of 
one of gold,’ 1 This evidence might at first sight seem to 
militate agam»t the conclusion arrived at from tho official 


* U T, WQl 




St- * GUJt 1 i U * 4to, CllcatU, 1783 

««*»» Tntcl* folio 1625 25,1.017 
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returns above summarized, but the value of gold was clearly ou 
the nse, and one of the turns of Akbnr’a legislation on metallic 
exchanges, which had necessarily been disturbed b) progres- 
sive raodif cations m the relative values of the precious metals, 
was manifestly to sccuro an authontativo eren reckoning 
b\ tens and hundreds Tho old round tntthar, (No 4 of tho 
above list) represented tho inconvenient sum of mno rupees, 
or 3G0 dams, by raising tho weight of tho piece to tho 
higher total given under No 3, tho gold ilahl was made 
equiv alent to ten rupees, or in fiscal reckoning to 400 dams 
Similarly, in the caso of the silver coin, tho old rupeo 
passed for 39 daws, m tho new currency a value of 40 daws 
was secured* not by an mcrenso of weight, but by tho declared 
and doubtlessly achieved higher standard of tho metal era 
ployed aided by tho advantage that contemporary mintages 
so readily secured in India 

Tho subdivisions of tha standard silver Tnnkah, as well as 
the relativo exchange ratios of silver and copper in their eub 
ordiuato denominations, claim a passing notice Though 
Bengal proper probably remained satisfied with its low cr cur- 
rency of cowries, supplemented by the occasional intervention of 
copper, for some time after the introduction of gold and Bilver 
money , vet us the earliest copper coins of that kingdom must 
have been based upon and m the first instance, supplied by 
Debit mintages tho Imperial practice comes properly withm 
the range of tho local division of the general enquiry 
It has been seen that Mmhaj ul Str&j, m comparing the 
circulating media of ITmdust&u and Bengal, Bpeaks of the 
currency of tho former as composed of Chtlah, a namo which 
is Beemingly used by himself and succeeding authors m the 
generic Bcnse for money , as if these pieces continued to con- 
stitute the popular standard both in theory and practice, 
notwithstanding the introduction oi the more imposing tanka ha 
of gold and Bilver Dp to this time it has not been possible 
eatisfictonly to demonstrate the actual valuo of the com in 
question , in some case3 indirect evidence would seem to bring 
its intrinsic w orth down to a very low point , while at times, 
the money calculations for large sums, in which its name 
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alone 13 used appear to invest it with a metrical position far 
beyond tlie subordinate exchange a of mere bazar traffic 

In the details of the ** prices current” m the reign of Ala- 
nd dm Muhammad, as well as in the relation of certain mone- 
tary re adjustments made by Frniz ShihlH , the name of the 
Chital 13 constantly associated m the definition of compara 
tive values with another subdivision entitled the Edm, which 


may now be pronounced with some certainty to have been 
the of the original Tankak, of 175 grams, and of the 
new silver com of 140 grams, introduced by Muhammad bin 
TughlaL. The temporary forced currency of this Sultan 
necessitated m itself the positive announcement of the names, 
and authoritative equivalents of each representative piece, 
and in this abnormal practice contributes many item 3 towards 
the elucidation of the quantitative constitution of the 
real currency of the day, which these copper tokens were 
designed to replace In illustration of this point, I insert n 
woodcut and description of a brass com, which was put forth 
to pass for the value of the silver piece of 140 grains to whose 
official weight it is seemingly suggestively approximated 

Brass, weight, 332 grs , a H 731 , Common 

# Obtcrse —J'&tj ilsu 

> juj Struck flit seated), 
a tanknh of fifty Lams m the reign, of the scr 
rant, hopeful (of mercy), Muhammad TughlaL. 
Reverse — Area, ^ 

"He who obeys the Ling, truly he obeys God * 1 
Margin, y JL« ilf At 

the capital Daulat &b&<3, year ? 73J 

In addition to tbo CO Kant piece may bo quoted extant 
- — specimens of this Solt&n'a forced issues bearing 
the definitive names of •* hast kant’ (8 kfims) 
X*pi3/ 4 * SbasA kdm ” (G Lams) and Dtbkutll {2 Lams ) 
Aw obverse of tbft latter » given m thr? ■margin 
The reverse has the unadorned iramo of . Jjo 1 4 


* In 0-thrr rnmfln of the form! mfTrncj he f ihorf, h 4 (abject, in more 
urgent term* to rubruit to the Almighty u rr;prt»cnl-e! In the perooo of the 
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Next in orilcr, may bo quoted historical cvidcnco of Firuz 
Sh&U’s fiscal re-organizations, in the courso of which mention is 
made of pro-existing pieces of *18, 25,* 2 1, 12, 10, 8,nnd 0 kfinis, 
the lowest denomination called by that namo ; afterwards tho 
narrative goes on to explain that, in addition to tho ordinary 
Chital picco already in use, Firuz Shah originated, for tho 
benefit of tho poorer classes of his subjects, subdi visional 
J Chital and \ Chital pieces. 

As tho spoken languages of the Peninsula enable ns to restore 
tho true meaning to tho misinterpreted' Sanskrit karsha, 1 so tho 
Dravidian tongues readily explain tho term kdni, which finds 
no place in Aryan s ocabularies, but which was incorporated 
into tho vernaculars of Ilindust&n, during tho southward 
migrations of tho Scythic tribes. In Tclugu, kdni means -jV, 
or one quarter of a sixteenth ” (Brown). In CanaTeso -jV 
(Itccvc), and in Tamil (Winslow). Wilson’s Glossary gives 
"A'diu, corruptly, Catcncy. Tel.Tam.Karn.-jJj-, or sometimes -jV” 3 
Tho term kdni, in addition t(3 its preferable meaning of 
was, as wo see, also used for tho fraction T ’ ff , but its application 
in the former sense to tho ruling integer in tho present instance, 
seems to be conclusively settled by tbo relative proportions 
assigned to tbo modified tankah of Mubammad bin Tugblak, 
when compared with the normal weight of the earlier coin 
(: 61 : : 175 : GO : : 130-718). * 

Tho method in which tho subdi visional currency was 
arranged, consisted, os has already been stated, of an admix- 
ture of tho two metals, silver and copper, in intentionally 
varying proportions in pieces of identical weight, shape and 
device ; so that tho traders in each case had to judge by tho 
eye and hand of tho intrinsic value of tho coin presented to 
them. To European notions this system would imply endless 
doubt and uncertainty, but under the practiced vision and deli- 
cate perceptivo powers of touch, with which the natives of India 
are endowed, but little difficulty seems to have been experi- 

rulmg monarch, and to adopt, in effect, the bad money he covers with teiti from 
the Kurin— the “ Obey God and obey the Prophet and those in authority 
among you,*' and ** Sovereignty is not conferred upon every man,’* bat *• *ome " 
are placed over '* Others” — were nnneeded on his coinage of pare metal 

• Knm Chron iv SS, J. A S B xxxul 3ti6 

* There Is a cow called a “ Do ghm or Doodee,” atilt quoted m the Madras 
Almanacks 
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raced; and I myself can testify to the accuracy of the verdicts 
pronounced by the experienced men of Dehli, whose instinctive 
estimates were tested repeatedly by absolute assay. I published 
many of these results, some years ago, in the Numismatic Chro- 
nicle , 1 where the curious in these matters maytracemany of the 
gradational pieces of the lams above enumerated As some fur- 
ther experiments in reference to the intrinsic valnes of these 
coins were made, at my instance, in the Calcutta Mint, I sub- 
join a table of the authoritative results, which sufficiently con- 
firms the previous less exhaustive assays by the native process. 


LIST OF DEHLI COINS, ( 

Composed of Silver and Copper xn xary\ng proportions forwarded for 
examination It/ Ed tear d Thomas, Etg , O.S , 10 Jane, 1853 


£ • 

A, It 

ISnnjben 

NO of 
Com* in 
Purt-vL 

height 

Grains. 

Sitt*rp<jrib. 

1 

"16 

Mabirak St&h No 65 

1 

53 22 

5 375 

2 

726 

Mnhammad bin TugtCik 

1 

55 15 

13SOO 

3 

895 

Silamhr BahloL Jfo 163 

1 

143 438 

1-900 


896 


4-1 

141 163 

2-025 




1 

142 933 

1 625 




1 

138 913 

1 016 

H 




lJfi OSS 

2 200 

6 

S9S 



141 WO 

1 5625 

6 

900 


? 1 

140 800 

2 6000 





127 600 

30125 

7 

903 



143 100 

4 650 

e 

904 


5-1 

142 500 

5024 


907 


5-1 

143 250 

155 




1 I 

141 150 

HO 





139-900 

16 0 

9 

90 5 



144 500 

17 5 

10 

900 


1 

141 500 

15 0 

11 

910 



1 40*200 

15-0 

12 

912 



142500 

12-0 




1 

135 500 

150 

13 

9 l’s 


2-1 | 

132-250 

15-0 




1 

140 760 

160 

11 

914 


4-1 j 

140 000 

110 





131500 

•IS 6 




1 

141-000 

16 S 




1 

140 500 

ICO 

13 

918 


4-1 

US 250 

1 100 




1 

133 250 

100 




1 

139 750 

90 




1 

133 OOO 

SO 

16 

$19 


3-1 

1W 230 

1 SS-0 




1 

137 230 

SO 

» 


| 

1 

197 500 

so 


• v«i iv iui,r 
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The Institutes of Mnnu havo preserved a record, reproduced 
in the subjoined table, of tho various weights in use, sorao 
centuries before Christ, 1 and among other things explain, 
that tho values of gold and copper, wero calculated by a 
different metric scheme, to that applied to silver. A larger 
number of Ilatis went to tho Masha in tho former, and tho 
progression of numbers commenced with a five (5 X 1C), 
while tho silver estimates wero founded on tho simple arith- 
metic of fours (2 x 1C), winch constituted so special a cha- 
racteristic of India’s homo civilization. Still, tho two sets of 
tables starting from independent bases, wero very early 
assimilated and adapted to each other in the advancing totals, 
so that the 320 ratis constituting tho $atamdna of tho quater- 
nary multiplication, is created in tho third lino by tho uso 
of a fen, and tho quasi exotic scheme corrects its independent 
elements by multiplying by four, and produces a similar total 
in tho contents of tho Pala or Nishha. The second lines of 
the tables are severally filled in with the aggregate numbers, 
32 and 80, and os tho duplication of tho former, or 64, has 

1 Mann, Tin 131 — “Those names of copper, silver, and gold (weight*) 
which are commonly used among men for the purpose of worldly business, 
I wilt now comprehend rely explain 132 — The eery small mote which may be 
discerned in a eunbeam pissing through a lattice is the first of quantities, 
and men call it a traiarmu 133 — Light of those (rasarrntis are supposed 
equal in weight to one minute poppy-seed {hhltd), three of those seeds 
are equal to one black mustard seed [rdjasanhapa), and three of these last to a 
white mustard-seed {gtxura~Mrthnpi i) 134 — Six white mustard seeds are equal 
to a middle sued barley com (yarn), three such barley corns to one It thnate 
[raklika], fire kpthnalat of gold are one mdsha, and sixteen such mdahat one 
mama 135 — Four meant at make a pala, ten palu a rfAanmn, but two 
kpahnalas weighed together are considered as one silver m&ihaka. 136, — 
Sixteen of those mkshakas are a sitrer dharana or pttrdna, but a copper Idrtha 
is known to be a pnna or hinhHpa >a 137 — Ten dharana^ of silver are known 
by the name of a fatamdna, and the weight of four suvarnus ha* also tho appella. 
tion of a miAAn ” These statements may be tabulated thus as the 


2 ratis 
32 „ 
320 „ 


ANCIENT INDIAN SYSTEM OF WEIGHTS 
== 1 m&sha 


= 16 „ = 

= 160 „ = 


1 dharana, 
or pur&ija 

10 ,, 1 ^stamina 


5 ratis l m&sha 

80 „ = 10 „ = 1 suvarna 

320 „ = 64 „ — -4 „ 

3200 „ «=» 610 „ = 40 „ 

COFFER 

SO ratis = 1 kirshapaijs 


( 1 pala, or 
l mshka, 

10 „ l dharana. 
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been seen to do duty m the one case, the probability of the 
use of the 160 naturally suggests itself in connexion with the 
theoretical organization of the copper coinage 

In proceeding to test the relations of the minor and subor- 
dinate currencies, the cardinal point to be determined is, the 
exchangeable value of copper as against silver It has been 
affirmed by Colebroohe, 1 that the ratio stood m Manu’a time 
at 64 to 1 accepting the correctness of this estimate, which 
has, I believe, remained unchallenged, and supposing the rate 
to have remained practically but littlo affected up to the 
Muhammadan conquest, tho 175 grams of silver of Altamsh’a 
new coinage, would bo equivalent in metallic valuo to 11,200 
grams of copper The ancient copper karshapana is recognised 
and defined as SO ratis m weight, bo that under the above 
conditions, and calculating tho rati at I 75 grains, each lAr 
ehapana was equal to 140 gram3 and eighty of these, under 
the same calculations, give a return of 11,200 grams "With* 
out at present advancing any more definite proposition, or 
quoting dubious comcidencves, it may bo as well to test these 
preliminary results by tho Numismatic data Piruz Sbiih s 
Mints have left as an heritage behind him Among the 
incidents quoted regarding that monarch's monetary innova- 
tions, he is stated to ha\ e introduced, for the first time, half 
and quarter Chitals On the occasion of a very elaborate 
revision of m\ monograph on the Pnthun Sultdns of Dchll, 
whlla residing under the very shadow of so many of their 
memorial edifices, I acquired and described, among others, 
two specimens of the monoy of this king, which seemed to bo 
close!) identifiable with his Utopian productions of now and 
infinitesimal subdivisions of tho leading copper coinage, in 
lus expressed desire of securing for the poorest of the poor, 
tho fractional chango they might be entitled to in tho most 
limited purchases * These coins responded singularly in thnr 
mutual proportions, and contributed in the form of cneo 

‘At. Jin » 95 

» Skxnfc-USUtJ l« tw mtlUfJ it* TlrlVt. I Vlrii Stall, jltw Ui« 

following IkIJcbU rrftnjmg t "ttit Shill * >— 

-- ^ ^ l r-^j^ zr" 



current money, dcfmitivo weights in copper amounting 
BcvcraUy to 315 and 17-8 grains, from which a rcry low 
cstimalo was deduced of 318 and 17*4, as a normal official 
standard If tlio 318 grain of tlio first of 
theso bo multiplied by 1G0, it will giro a 
return of 5508 0 groins, and accepting this N ‘-“ ^ 

trial piece, conditionally, as Tiruz's not el t chitnori-tnia 

half'Chital } it will bo scon to furnish a general total of 11,130 
groins for tlio copper equivalent of the 176 groins of silver con- 
tained in the old TnnVab, and confirms the rongo of the Chital 
at G9 G groins, or only *4 short of tlio full contents tradition 
would assign it, as tho unchanged half kdrshdpana of primi- 
tive ages * To pass to tho opposito extreme for a test of tho 
copper cxchango rate, it is found that when Shir Shuh re- 
organised tho northern coinage of Hindust&n, by tho lights of 


d£rsn> . l=-^ — ) 


L2 - ^ Ju-a- i ifj j iS Lj jj Arifl— »- Oy\ Jj Al 

j eda » Jj cj\&> Jjb Jj «_>!£ 

U5^~ ^ 

ClJj-is- j*l^b cJjL* Jj iXo 

^r?~ u!r" lA^ cJ^Cj 

jjl tab b j ;*- JL* fj »V— £ iM 

J> tib u \ u *d £\ .3,1 Jj d£ih> 

j\ jts% - db j\ JjKjiJ uVJ' ‘'h/t J A 0 

{.S J sJ m * j j-jb •* \_jty ob AjsJ Ls^ 




|^jb *j3 A n tf jJjjlil L£—lb>- Jjjl 
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Oj— i (J—’b- « J j^pXJ J 


Independent use of the name for the purposes of account a confusion which per- 
chance may have arisen from the traditional permanency of the term itself, which 
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his southern experience, and Bivcpt away all dubious combina- 
tions of metals, reducing the copper standard to its severe 
chemical element ; his Mint statistics show that the 178 grains 
of silver, constituting his revised Tanhah, exchanged against 
40 dams, or quadrupled chitals of copper, of an ascertained 
weight of 328’5 grains each, producing m all a total of 12,94° 
grains of the latter metal, as the equivalent of 178 grains of 
silver, or in the ratio of 72 69 to 1 ; though, even in the 
altered weights and modified proportions, still retaining in- 
herent traces of the old scheme of fours, in the h a l f dam of SO, 
and the quarter dam of 100 to the new “Kupee.” 



again there seema to here been same direct association betwpen Ch\taU *nd 
ioTiva, as General Cuniungbam has published a coin which he as jet has coll 
partially deciphered, hearing the word ■*!-- »- on the one aide, and 
P ] on the other J A S B , 1862, p *25 


I have received fans Mi C P Brown the following note in reply to tny ■queries 
as to the probable derivation of the word Chital — 

“I have teen consnilfcnng the inquiry yoa male regarding 
Yon probably are aware that it is mentioned in the Aym i Alban, in fhe chapter 
on coins There it enietttiy 13 an ideal money, Lie the farthing Yon believe 
it may be connected with chht tot J ^ — } but I Tather judge it to be merely 

the Sanskrit thitrt meaning ‘odd’ os a species , or as an odd sum, a fric- 

tion, the smallest coins in copper, which in Manila and Dalhm nro called khurd* 
{see "VTiheon t Glossary p 288), and in America tit*, or a fraction even 
of these, which In the baisr arc often represented or paid 1 0 a fevr pinches of grain 
As the Samlnt month C^ot/ro 1 a in -Bengali GW, ami the Chttra-duryon, or 
• odd coloured hilV “ w DaVJnu called CtSj-3 tJ=— ■>- efr >ti V 4'wj, 1 think this 

but be the troe denTation The rain, lowry, is not mentioned in the A Tin 1 - 
AkWt, snd probably was not yet introduced Into India- We stilt rail tha 
mniUmt fractions ‘grains/ and that which »■ indefinite would be ehitro, or, 
r to the >Jusulsnhni pronunciation, eirtiti! There is also* form of if. 
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It remains to discover upon what principles tho new silver 
coinage of Altamsh was based That copper was tho ruling 
standard by which tho relate o values of tho inoro precious 
metals were determined, there can scared} bo a doubt Tho 
cstimato by Panas of tho ancient Ian, girer, tho constant 
reckoning bj Chitals of tho cirlv "Muhammadan intruders, 
down to the rev enue assessments of Ahbar, all of which wero 
calculated in copper com, sufficiently establish tho pcrmancnc} 
of tho local custom, and the intrinsic contents of Altarash's 
Sikkah or£_J! of 171 or 175 grains, must pnmanlj have 
been regulated by the silver equivalent of n given number of 
Chitals Had tho old silver Pumnm been still in vogue, tho 
now com might have been supposed to have been based upon 
their weights and values , three of which Furfiiias would have 
answered to an approximate total of 90 ratis, but although 
the weight of tho old com had been preserved m tho more 
modem Dchh tealas , the metallic value of tho current pieces 
had been so reduced, that from 10 to 24 would probably have 
been required to meet tho exchange against tho original silver 
Tankah , on the other hand, although the number of 90 mtis 
docs not occur in tho ancient tables, tho combination of the in- 
convenient number of three Pur&nas into one piece, is b} no 
means opposed to Vcdic ideas , and there can bo no questiori. 
but that the traditional 90 ratis, of whatever origination is 
constant in the modern tolah , hut, as I have said before the 
question whether the now coin was designed to constitute an 
even ont hundred rati piece, which, m process of time, by 
wear or intentional lowering of standard weights came to 
settle down to tlio 96 rati tolah, remains to bo proved by tho 
determination of the decimals in troj grains which ought to 
be assigned to the normal rah 

I now proceed to notice tho historical hearings of the coma 
of the Bengal senes 

Any general revision of a special (subject coincident with 
tho discovery of an unusually large amount of new illustrative 
materials, owes a first tribute to previous commentators — 
whose range of identification may chance to have been cir 
cumscnbed by more limited archxological data the application 
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MinhAj-ul-SirAj, JuzjAni, and the “Travels of Ihn Batutali,” 
the former of whom accompanied TughAn KMn to Lakh- 
nauti, in A.it. G40, 1 where ho resided for about two years. 
Tko Arab from Tangiers,’ on his way round to Chinn, 03 
ambassador on the part of Muhammad bin Tugklak, found 
himself in Eastern Bengal at tho inconvenient moment alien 
Bakhr-ud-din MubAr&k was in a stato of undisguised revolt 
against tho emperor, to whom they jointly' owed allcgianco ; 
hut this did not interfere with his practical spirit of enquiry, 
or his placing on record a most graphic description of tho 
existing civilization and politics of tho kingdom, and further 
compiling a singularly fresh and independent account (de- 
rived clearly from ttrd voce statements) of tho immediately 
preceding dynastic changes to which tho province had been 
subjected. So that, in effect, Ibn Batutah, with his merely 
incidental observations, has done moro for tho elucidation of 
tho obscurities of tbo indigenous history of tho period repre- 
sented by the earlier coins of tho Kooch Bahdr hoard than all 
tho native authors combined, to whoso writings wo at present 
have access. • 

Tho merits of these authors may or may not appear npon 
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nude 

The 


more or less personally conversant, have alone been reproduced 
Oriental commencement with tho history of tho world, tho nsa 


Tho usual 
of MuharQ- 
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tie nrkce in tie ^iseqeient page=, t* *t is cnlv m donbtf-1 
o- difncnlt ca?e5 that tbeir aid car chance to be revoked, bnt 
Ter tie obtenre «^~e^ of tie £r=d Governor!, of Bengal, tie cne 
stands alone, and fo~ th^ space of trm~ in'e-rroaj be*w«n 
ti" p-onren! obscuration of >£sir cd-d>n Maimi-d. tie tm 
amlrticras son Balban, to ti® revival of pubic inheres* m 
Bengal, consequent upon tie«nbj°ctian and cnp'nre c r a rebel 
vassal by Giias-cd-din Tag il at Shah, tie chance traveller 
describes rnc*e effects ce 1 j tie political mutations and Txrrmg 
monarchical ^accessions than tie pocfrssed L-do*' 
treating excln inelv cf tie annaL of tieir own. LsncL 

Th** following Lst of Local Gorcnrs Las be°n ecnpiid, 
ti° early portion from ti® p-mse statement.'; of HInhaj cl 
Eraj, tie la^e* part from tie carnal notices of Bengal, to be 
found m Zja 1 Barm, wio pro^essod to centime th® Inr*crv 
cf Inia from ti® la'est da f e reached bv tie former actio*, 
o' from JUH- G-i S to 7o3, being a period of b"J rear*, eoTemnr 
ti° reigns of eleven kings. Tie las* named work *33 Enallr 
completed m a.h. 7i>® 

Tie arrangement cf tie names and tie da*es of a crossion 
of tie chiefs will be found to depart occaaonaDr from th-’ 
details given bv S ewart, 1 in his exceilen* His'crv of Ben •ml, 
bat I Lave design «2v «ougil to draw nv ma*enals mde- 
■pmder.tlv from ti® ceagmal antionties, whom te was perisjB 
in a l ess favourable pceiian fo* consulting thin tie s*cdent 
of tie present dav 
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GOVERNORS OF BENGAL — rmtinvtd 



»«u or oovra*#**. 


605 

3 . ^ Jlz *i= 

LT^ 

Nominated to the government by 
Kutb-ud-din, on whose deccue in 
x u 607, lie assumes independ- 
ence. 1 

COS 

j - ft-*** 

OUylli,)^ 

Commandant at Pcokbt, establishes 
his power and assumes royal honors 
lie submits to Altamsh tn * tt 622, 
bnt almost immediately commences 
nn active revolt, whicn w put an 
end to in his capture by Ntsir-ud- 
din Mahraiid.^tbe eldest son of AI- 
tamsh, in A,n' 621. 

cat 

5. y) Jj-xsr* c ^Joi\ ^rlj 

Nhsir-ud-din bad been appointed by 
his father Governor of Oudh, m 
x ii C23, from whence ho ad- 
vanced against Ilisira-ud-din in 
62 1, and recovered the kingdom of 
Bengal, where he remained as mil- 
king tiU hu death early in 62S 

C27 

6. L?i^ 

After temporary disturbances in the 
province, Altamsh, having restated 
order in a k 627, designated Ala- 
nd-din J&ni to the charge of Ben* 
F* 

Nominated to Bengal on the dismissal 
of Alh-ud-dtn J hnl {date not given) 
Dies in 631 x n 


7. U_SCj\ L-Cj..o 

‘ a - J U W 



Judges, and Governors of Provinces The following names of the ^^'sor 


1 -v ‘ ‘I . 


Under Altamali, a. 11 G07-G33 

jjJ jJl U-£L* d£L* 

Under Nhsir ud-dtn Mahmfid, a k 641-664 

5 clXL. u UrU!» Jyels j-J}] 

i olrH ja-^1 lL£L*3I 

*Js <KU £** vfiM tKUl 
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GOYEItXOKS 01’ HEN GAL — conttnvtd. 


jjUli (jjjJL; hi' aHeguwce to Tulih on 

[ her deration fa* m G34, cwitww* 

in the goicrnmint till f 12 in, 
wbtn he turrendm the kingdom to 
0 (Mtnh&j ul-Sirij, the his- 
torian, ft, at tu court at this 
. _ latter period. * 

0 U-T* o^’v 4 -’ Obtains of Lnttnsuit on 

tho 6th Zqj KJad, a n 6<2— dies 
in 6*1 

^ Dates uncertain Just appointed 

, . . during the roijn of Mmr nd-dfti 

tjk>- tJyilj Wahmfid of licbli lie acemt to 

hare been powerful ruler and a 
uaniig eomtnancJ<f, ®od finally met 
his diath i n bis retreat from an 
® w Trntur«omo expedition into 
Kimrtj) He bad preciously as- 
sumed indt-jM_ndetiee under the title 

of , .jjJI . .UiU 


“ 6 11 u-Jl JU 

“ 7 12 lAaloAoM#^ 
657 15 <>,>.)' utdl-U 


G 59 ,, , >»J<»pmnl,db>l>o 12 

J~> t.Ljln*. Son of ho 12 l Oa Ibe accession of 

Balboa in A u get he forwards 

U^*- elephants and tribute to Delili. 

• G ? IS JjJj jjjjJf Appointed fiy BalbtW.* ITe after- 

, wards aasei-fj independence, 

and assumes the title of 

CSJM U iyu.. 

Balbafl sCnkk arm^s ablest tira 
Without BTirf^ 355| fi nd at last pro 
feeds in person t0 Bengd Fmalij, 

C8] I. . Toghial. is sensed and Idled 

u U.lyu Second 60ti of stalled mtb 

to jal ho non 

’ B ™ in ° ne pbce - «■“» u U- JU ^ u Up f 

and again lit page C6, . e \ -„f i » , . - . J S \ U 

* Z‘i . Barm, pp 82^2^ ^ oM 


subsequently m temporary posses 
aion) 

on recent cf hi» tribn- 
tiry presents at head quarters, in 
the early part of > if 657 
Obtains a niomectarj idTantAge over 
ho 12 m his absence from his 
capital, CTentually taken prisoner 
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As I have such frequent occasion to quoto the name3 of 
tlio Kings of the Imperial Dynasty of Delili, I annex for 
facility of rcferenco a full list of theso Sovereigns. 


LIST OF T1IC TiXWOt SULTANS OF HINDUSTAN. 
(DFI1L1) 




trixtt or KLUM 

war 

I 

Muir»ud din Muhammad bin Sim (1st Dynasty). 

eo2 

2 

Kutb-ud-din Aibck. 

C07 

3 

A rim Shih 

607 

4 

Sbnms-ud dfn Altaimh 

633 

5 ' 

Rukn-ud-dfn Flniz Sbih I 

<m 

6 

Snltin Itutah. 

C37 

7 

Muiz-ud din Fahrim Shih 

G39 

8 

Ali-ud-dln MasuGd Shih 

644 

9 

Nisir-ud-dln Mahrafid 

664 

10 

OMU-ud din Iblban 

CSS 

11 

M«iU-ttd-4tn Kaiknbid 

688 

12 

' Jalil-nd-din FlrOr Shih II , A^f (2nd Dynasty). 

695 

13 

Ruin-udiltn Ibribfm 

695 

14 

All ud-din Muhammad Shih 

715 

15 

81inhib-ud*dln Umar 

716 

16 

Kutb ud-dln. Mubirak Bhih I 

720 

17 

Nisir-ud din KhiisrO 

720 

18 

Gbtis-ud din Tughhk Shih (3rd Dynasty) 

725 

10 

Muhammad bin Tughlnk 

762 

20 1 

Flrdr Sbib III , fan Salar Iinjab, 

790 

21 | 

Tugblo-V Bhih II 

791 

22 

Abdbalr Shih 

793 

23 

Muhammad Shih bin Finn Shih 

795 

21 

Sikandar Shih 

795 

25 

MahraGd Shih bin. Muhammad Shih (Titndr, 800) 

797 

26 

Ntisrat Shih, InUrrrgnHm, Mabmtld restored, 802 

816 

27 

Paulat Khia Lodi 

817 

28 

Khizr Khin Sjttd (4th Dynasty) 

824 

29 

Muiz ud din Mubirak Shih II 

839 

30 

Muhammad Shih km Farid Shih 

849 

31 

* A ilam Shih 

851 

32 

Rahlfil LGdl (6 th Dynasty) 

891 

33 

Sikandar bin Rahl61 

923 

34 

Ibrlhim bin Sikandar (Fiber, 930 a. R ) 

937 

35 

Muhammad Humiyhn, J/i tghul 

946 

36 

Farid nd din Shir Shih, Afghdn 

9o2 

37 

Islim Shih 

1 960 

88 

Muhammad 'Aidil Shih 

| 961 

39 

Ibrihlm Sir 

962 

1 * 

40 

Sikandar Shih (Hum&yiin, 962 An) 




The unenlivened Chronicles of the Local Governors of 
Bengal enter upon a more interesting phase, in the nomina- 
tion of jsLsit ud dm Mahmud, the son of the Emperor 
Balban, who subsequently came to prefer the easy dignity of 
Viceroy, in the more even climate of the south, in derogation 
of his hirth right’s higher honours, and the attendant dangers 
of Imperialism at Dehh One of the most touching chapters 
of Indian historj is contributed by the incidents of this 
monarch’s meeting with his own arrogant son, Mum ud- 
din Kaikubad, who had succeeded to the superior dignities 
abjured by the father 1 They then mot as nominal Vassal 
and Suzerain, but bttle unequal m power, and each occupy* 
mg independent and preparedly hostile camps, on the 
ordinary route between, their respective capitals Oriental 
etiquette, and more reasonable distrust, for a time, de- 
layed the interview, in which at last, nature was destined 
to re-assert its laws, and to reconcile even conflicting ro^bl 
interests by subduing, for the moment, the coarse vices of 
the son in the presence of the tempered virtues of the father 
Repeated amicable conferences however, morel v resulted in 
each returning on his waj, with but little change in the 
relative political position of cither, and the comparatively 
obscure repose of b&sir ud-din Mahmud remained undisturbed* 
while other successors filled lus eon’s throne at Dehh The 
more immediate question bearing upon tho attribution of *h c 
earliest coins ia the Kooch Bah ir treasure is cvactlv how 
long did Nfisir ud dm continue to live and reign 7 1 & i Bartm* 
and those who follow his ill digested history , affirm that ho 
retained his provincial kingship till COO a it , u hen ho divested 
himself of all symbols of royalty in tho mere dread of tho 
confessedly overwhelming power of Ala ud din Muhammad 
Shih, to be however reinstated hy that Sult&n, and, fiuftUj , 
it is nsserted that Jsusir ud dfn was still m existence, and 
Onco again reinvested with tho full uisigtua of a king by 
’i o^iua'a VhVa’n , VH ati TS'i 

Z i 1 Birni, p 112 Iko tUtstah tu. p 1*8 Ln • Tnuiibl oo p lit 
And of A salt Khaim, JitM r 1 

» J'nsled tditioa, p til Dalian! MS f F«I»hUh (fugs* i p 405) 



“ more subservient to the Court of Dehli ” It is highly im- 
probable, had Nasir-ud-dm been living at the epoch in ques- 
tion, that a grandson of Ins should have been selected for 
such a charge to the supercession of his own father, Shams 
nd din, or m priority to the son of that father, Shah&b- 
ud din, who was the cider or perhaps better-bom brother of 
Bahadur, each of whom, Ibn Batutah certifies, in turn suc- 
ceetteji to rojal honours in the old capital of Bengal 

Hainng completed this simple outline of the historical data, 
I now proceed to describe the coins m their due order , first 
on the liat in pnonty of time is a piece which I can only 
doubtfully assign to Bengal, and whose individual appropna* 
turn, moreover, must remain to a certain extent inconclusive 
The com itself will he seen to bear the hereditary name of 
the first Moslem Conqueror of India, ]!ilakmud of Ghaznf, 
and the oft revived title S ) f the founder of the dynasty, Ifustf- 
ud din Subuhtagfui a conjunction of royal designations already 
seen to have been applied to a succession of PathSn princes, 
whose mtitulation followed antecedent conventionalisms 
ITustr ud dm Mahmud Shih 
ho 1 

Silver Size, Tin "Weight, 163 I grs TJauiue, Hrifoth Jfutsum 
Obt ItET 

\ - •' -*■ n — -i ^ 

L>\ 

Margin, illegible 




The incidental details of the legends restrict the assign- 
ment of tlm piece to one of ttco individuals, tho eldest or the 
youngest eon of Altnmsh tho litter of whom was nuthonta- 
tuel) designated by tho lihe name nnd titlo on tho decease 
of Ins brother, in G2G a ii 1 * * Tho citation of tho formula, 
“during tho reign of (tho Khalif) A1 Mostansir billnh,” on 
tho reverso, limits tho final period of tho issuo of the com, not 
exactly to the 5th month of tho year a ii 610 when that 
Pontiff died, hut with clear precision to ah Oil, when tho 
knowledge of his death was officially declared by tho substitu- 
tion of a new name in tho Mintages of tbe capital of Ilindust m 9 

Tins younger son was destined eventually to succeed to 
tho throno of lus father nt Dehli, in G 14 A H , after tho in- 
tervening reigns of Ruhn ud din Pint? Sh&h, Riziah, 
Muiz ud din Bahrdm Shah, nnd Aid ud din Masjud SMb, 
m all, however, extending only o\cr a spaco of eleven -\ears, 
posterior to the death of Altnmsh Tho Becondllahmud must, 
under theso conditions have been but of tender year?, and 
though at this conjuncture promoted to the titular honours of 
on elder brother, not in any position to cxorciso authority in his 
own person, and less lil ely to hn\o had medillic tribute paid 
to hua by his father, should such have been the origin of the 
exceptional specimen under review To tho first bom NAsir 
nd dm Mahmud, no such objections apply , ho was very early 
invested by Ins sire, with the administration of the important 
government of Hunsi, and in G23 a n , advanced to tho higher 
charge of the dependencies of Oudh, from which quasi frontier, 
he was called upon to proceed against His&m ud dm Avaz, 
(No 4 m tho list of Governors, suprd) who had already 
achieved a very complete independence in the province of 
Bengal Here his arms were fortuitously hut not the less 
effectually, successful so that he had honours thrust upon him 
even, to the Red "Umbrella and its attendant dignities 8 what- 

1 ! — jJj pA U=>~ Oj-ve" oil jJj ^LA u lU_, 

TabakttMsitf p 181 A, j p 201 

* Tati in Sult&na of DsKU torn No 33 p 2° 
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"more subservient to the Court of Dehk.” It is highly im- 
probable, had Nasir ud dm been Lying at the epoch in ques- 
tion, that a grandson of his should haTe been selected for 
such a charge to the supercession of his own father, Sham3 
ud dm, or m priority to the eon of that father, Shah&b- 
ud dm who was the elder or perhaps better-born brother of 
Bahadur, each of whom, Ibn Batutah certifies in turn suc- 
ceeded to royal honours m the old capital of Bengal 

Having completed this sunplo outline of the historical data, 
I now proceed to describe the coins in their due order , first 
on the list m priority of time is a piece which I can only 
doubtfully assign to Bengal, and whose individual appropn3 
tion moreover, must remain to a certain extent inconclusive 
The com itself will be seen to bear the hereditary name of 
the first Moslem Conqueror of India, Mahmud of Gbazm, 
and the oft revived title of the founder of the dynasty, JVasw- 
tid din Subuhtagzn a conjunction of royal designations already 
seen to have been applied to a succession of Pathfin princes* 
whose intitulation followed antecedent conventionalisms 
Kaur ud-ditt Mahmud Sh5h 
ho 1 

Silver Sire vm "Weight, 163 1 grs TJmqne, Brtiah Jfutfwn 
O 2t Birr 

^i\ jh ui 

' cb 

j. t-Vl 1.1 »_»! 

tj UaJL jLl 
Margin, illegible 
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pieces, in silver, were indeterminate in their design and legends, 
-as well os utterly barbarous in their graphic execution. 

Had tho coin under review followed tho usual phraseology 
and palaeography of the Imperial Ntfsir-ud-dm Mahmud's 
Mint legends, it might liavo been imagined that an ancient 
and obsolcto re verso had been by hazard associated with a new 
ohverso. Hut tho obverse inscription in tho present instance 
difFera from tho later Dehli nomenclature in tho addition of 
tho word Sfidh after the name of MahmAd, 1 and contrasts as 
singularly in tho forms of tho letters, and tho insertion of tho 
short vowels with tho more deferred issues, as it, on tho other 
hand, closely identifies itself in these marked peculiarities with 
tho initial dies of Altamsh and tho closely sequent coinages 
of Hiziah, two of which latter arc now known to bo tho 
produce of tho Lakhnauti Mint, 

RIZrATI 

Tho earliest coins that can l>c definitely attributed to a 
Bengal mint, aro those of tho celebrated Queen Hegnant of 
Muhammadan India — Hiziali, tho daughter of Altamsh. Tho 
ministers at her father’s court were scandalized nt tho preference 
it was proposed to extend to a daughter, in supercession of the 
claims of adult male heirs to tho throne ; but the Sultdn 
justified his selection, alike on account of the demerits of his 
sons, and tho gifts and acquirements of liis daughter, who 
had been brought up under the unusual advantages of free- 
dom from tho seclusion enjoined for females by tho moro 
severo custom of ordinary Moslem households, aided by the 
advantages incident to tho exalted position occupied by her 
mother as tho leading and independently-domiciled wife 
After the brief reign of Itukn-ud-dln Firuz, extending over 

1 ho, m •written history, N fisir-ud-dln Mahmfid, tho Emperor, is called l>y his own 

epecial biographer, \ ^ 

fW> <1 19* Aft. -1. ... £ _*1 . 3 > r . 

Mmn “ ■ * 
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ever the exact measure of these may hare been. Under sue 
triumphant coincidences, it is possible that the universa 
favourite, the Mill loyal heir-apparent, may hare placed hi 
own nama on the coinage, without designed offence, especial! 
ns at this time Moslem Mints were only beginning to adap 
themselves to their early naturalization on Indian soil, and 
when the conqueror’s camps carried with them the simple 
machinery, and equally ready adepts, for converting bullion 
plunder on the instant into the official money of a general, or 
his liege sovereign. Altamsh’s own circulating meuia verts 
only in process of crude development at this period, iu?d had 
scarcely risen superior to the purely Hindu currencies hoi 
served the purpose of his predecessors to leave virtually in- 
tact ; Jus own strange Tvrki name, 1 and that of many oAhh 
successors, continued to figure in the Nagarl letters of \h 0 
subject races on the surfaces of the mixed silver and coppV 1 
coins of indigenous origin, at times commemorative of * m Pf r \ 
fectly achieved conquests, and the limited ascendancy implied 
in the retention of, the joint names of the conqneror and tb° 
momentarily subject monarch while tho Sultan’s own trial- 


hut on one occasion crops out incidentally in tho Court lut 

b) place among the eons ©f the Emp«ror Alutmih, heuw P *•* 

' Ttw name I have, ft* a general mj<% retained in the /oral 


pronunciation u concerned, by the Illnill corrtlatiro Tcnion of {ri To ( d 1 ^ 

(Cathin SoUin*, Cblnjfo H). Th„ irmcnpUon on the Kn, Jltsi*, »t ' 
hw , which accord* with the Arabic nuiuutmtie rrnd(-nE£ on the 

rererwa of the Hindi Come now cited. ,** 

R« *I» Tij-ttMfalsir, MUtmuA . TTmif, AtAnui, and at time* lA*^ 
KiJaum, Ailtit tnttf, 

Idiot • JlMtorians of India, |>. It I 
* *tco com* of CiaXtr Aft* 

Oittrx- Bull. Lojreni] 

Ertttu. ITorwnun Legend trft MIC d ^ 

— Pathin PnUiM.N’o 15, Inina Antiqu*, pi ul 1«- SI. 31 . BnewT 1 
r 3’3. rl >,n 31 , '•tri], J*P 213,2X0, Tod* ft « S1 « 

■ cd J AS Kenjral, JStJi, p 13<t 
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JCev. 




^J\ 


Osr. 

^.jx-W) Uj—jaJV 

jklMuU^lc^jldflL 

XUvtnt 'Margin, * * <*—» ^*-£1) <La*iM Ai * * 

(Sec who a eimilar coin from the LaVnautl Mint, Plato i , fig. 
27, page 12. Coins of the 1'athan Sultans of Hindustan 1 

1 It would icctn from ttic orthography adopted in this earliest record of the 
name of Zaknautt (,j 3*JD) that the original Semitic transcription was designed 
to follow the classical derivation of ZaklAmanatatl ( 1 <t UK <jp q (t^), which was 
scon, however, adapted to the more cellocjuul Lwhhman by the addi- 
tion of on k after thoX-, as , in winch form it appears under the first local 

Sultins (coin No S,ctc ), Winhftj at Sirfij relates il» deration to the rank of the 
capital iti Bujurccasion of utldcah Muhammad Bttlabll&f jJiVhc following terns 

Jy \jCO- £Lsx* j j\ 

^j-wSl uajjrt ji j t^>w\3Xl 

Trailed edit p 161 Tho same author ot p 162 giro a full account of the 
remarkable sire, progress, and general topography or the city as eiishug in fill 


domed front . He writes ^UjVkvi } JuU^ j\?sr duasr* j 

1 J <if J % A^LwS 

^ ^ ^yj 3 l/“£ y ■ 11110 olm < ,u# imperfection 

oUho triiital philology of the derivation, however, debars it reception, as docs 
the caustic alternative of ^=*<gmse, * which the often deserted aitc, under tho 
“Pcedf action of water and a aeai-lrepieal vegetation, may ham deservedly tamed 
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Obv. Ret. 


{0*^31 0 U*JuJ! 

5 j~i.i 

Jterem Margin, * * 

(Seo also a similar coin from 1 
27, pa^u VO Coma of the l*atkv 


A** 



* * 

the I aknantf Mint, Plato i , fig 
a Sultans of Hindustan 1 


1 It would seem from the orthography adopted la thm earliest record of the 
name of £<t£naufi that the original Semitic tratucnpUoti was designed 

to follow the classical dentation of XaljAniandratf (isTrifltuqciV), which was 
soon, however, adopted to the more colloquial Lurhhnan ( , ,, J ) by the addt. 
tion of an A after the A, os ^ y+S . ) , in which form it appears under tho first local 
SuHtins (coin No 3, etc ), M mh Ij ul Sir&j relates its elevation to tlio rant of the 
capital manpetceMion. of hnddeah by SluU&rocind Balthtt hr in the following terms 
* — , ^ £1 ~ luV-i Oosacr 4 LiS^ 


et-J J . 

Punted edit p 161 Tho same author at p 162 civea a full account of tho 
rcmiTkahle size, progress and general topography of tho cit) os esistiug in Gtl 


armed from He writes ^\,\£at j jjlw jUr “ 

*— j ofi \jjij\x* j j dia.L» l^US" 

(»V> jj£ i& o».s ^L j. The obvious imperfection 
of the critical philology of the deu ration, however, debars it reception, as doe, 
the caustic alternative of j£-“ grave, ' which the often, deserted site, under the 

fcr . B 

' ‘ . 
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I —RUES CD DTK KAI KAUS. 

The fall and satiafaetoiy identification of {bo ling who 
ruled under the designation of Kai K&tis has yet to be 
accomplished Hojendra Idl Ulifra Las suggested a notion, 
that Itisir ud dm Wahmud, the son of Balban, so often 
mentioned in this article, sought, ns local ruler of Bengal 
“to continue his allegiance to his grandson Kaiawis 
[momentarily king of Dehli] even after his deposition, and 
possibly nfter his death, * by retaining Ins name on t^e 
public money I should be disposed to seek a less compk 
cated explanation of the numismatic evidences Kai K6us’ 
date tested by the examples of his mintages in the Kooch 
Unbar board is limited in range of time, to five years 
(G9i— G95 ah),® a latitude might he taken beyond the 
ascertained units which ore somewhat indeterminate in 
their tracings and have equally suffered from abrasion 
on the exposed margins of the coins, hut the i utdy and 
the ttx hundred can scarcely bo contested If we examine 
the political state of India at this period we find that Hm 
dnstan was abnormally quiet under the feeble rule of Jal&l 
ud-din ITruz (687-095 ah) Ain ud dins conquests in the 
Dakhin could hare but little affected Bengal so that an) 
changes that may have taken place in the latter kingdom 
were probablj duo to euccossional or revolutionary causca 
arising within its own hunts We can scarcely build up n 
theorr of nn access of vigour and assumption of independence 
h> Kjisir ud din himself, nor is it probable tint, m such 11 
case, he would have changed both his title and hii name 
Besides the urraj' of titles on the coins in the triple succession 
of Sutlam is altogether in conn ■stent with Ins actual origin 
Though he was tho son of ono emperor of I)ehh and tbe 
father of another, ho could ecarccl) ignore tho roc of ll o 
former from a state of slaveij, or conceal the fict tliat 
jDalhan himself never pretended to have boon the offspring of 
a kmg Ttia two sltCTnatnes remain of cither supposing 


1 3f>v r t*. Ko?*- l?«l p SO* _ , 

» lUjfnJn 111 UJ 1 , "the »)lut« •— « imt Httt l.-r *ir*r r*>I- 

Cbthnw** Ihlww T)»«rv imjvrfwt In Ik# wiol fur the Bn 1 etrfrr*# traen f-f 
• /vur -on two »jHc«nta* boJ I rrsin w A »'mic enturfr w> bscA t 
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that N&sir iid dm died before G91 a K , a question discussed 
elsewhere or to conclude that his sou Ttuhn tid dm Kai 
Kfius tcmparanlj assumed kingship during tho lifctirao of 
his father, 1 and that Ins limited reign and local obscurity 
saved his memory from tho comments of historj I fully en- 
dorse Itajendra Ml s suggestion that Ivai Kfius n ould liavo been 
bhcly to bo selected os a name for ono of a familj who took so 
many of their designations from Persian heroic ages and tho 
elaborate mtitulation adopted bj that prmco, on his coins, of 
tho“Sonand grandson of a Saltan favours such an identi 
fl cation * Tt will bo seen that although tho opfining terms 
of his obverse legends follow tho conventional and unvary- 
ing mint phraseology in the use of t/e (reigning) 

Suit fin, vet after his own proper name ho styles himself 
merely 0 lkhj and scemmglj desired to strengthen his posi 
tion by the insertion of tho regal titles of his father and 
grandfather though there is so far room for questioning this 
supposition in the fact that tho father had fallen short of 
supreme power and was only doubtfully authorized to call Imn 
self SultSn while in strictness the Imperial Balban should have 
been designated the Sultan (past regnant ) , but on the other 

Tho followin'* la tho genealogical tree according to Ihn Batetah See vol 
1 pp 17) 6 1 9 210 462 voL it p 212 



| 1 1 1 
I 

T I 

} j -■ 

k> ^ ali jdu jJI <— ?L-i 

* The n*me of the boh of Kai Kobhd, who was elevated to the throne of Dchh 
on the death ofhia father is ranously givefl by On total "Writers 8ta Shams ud-dln 
Uudianl awl the Mirfit ul AT am (SIS ) giye 1C* Audi 
hut th» majority of author* prefer the i,atom rs ZUl Bare does not state the 
name of the hoy hut mentions a son of Altamsli in the prey ous veneration as 
hinng been called ■£* omu t (printed ed p 126) 
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hand, N&sir-ud-din had been so long virtually a king in the 
south, that the complimentary use of the term was quite within 
heraldic licence ; and it is to he remarked, that a similar 
omission of the supreme prefix occurs in. ITd&ir-ud-din Mahmud 
Sh&h's coin (No. 1), which, if correctly attributed, would prove - 
the legitimacy 1 of the optional use of one or the other form. 
These are avowedly mere speculations ; hut when it is con- 
sidered how much attention was paid in India, in those days, 
to every varying shade and degree of honorary rank, how 
much importance was attached to even the colours of official 
umbrellas, 3 and other, to us, minor observances, it cannot but 
ho felt that these subordinate indications may chance to prove 
of material aid in illustrating doubtful interpretations. 

Kai Kaus 
Ko 3. 

Zakhnautf, a ff. 4, C9l, 633," * and 694-695 
Silver. Sue, vn Weight, 168 gra. Very rare. Plate I, fig 2.‘ 
Type, as in the previous coins 

Obv. Rev. 


r la & j\ ^UaJLJI 
jy J \ jJlj V * > JlJ 1 

u \L s U^ u VLL* u i 




Margin, i . — » A jJ 1 a* 



bta Altam«h, and Ibrahim bm Hr Cl l aU entitla thcmKite* j, Bal- 

ban, EaJ KublJ, Jalil nd-<lfn Kir Cl a, anil Ibe great AU^Wu* IfuJmrnmaJ £!,ilj 
lira to bo conlrnt arilb tUcir orm xlf-arhifT«I jJ' 1 . 

* Afr 1 J &->j llmhSj.id Sir!/, p 263, 

t-Jb y* ditto, p 181, A.K 015 

» pibtt ItajmdM lit Mlirt BfttiCM fortr Mint of thti linffwlth tbc ilatra «0l 
»r4 C03 Jaur-o A« For lSrnral. 1 S#*i P H» vat jo rtaj lit 

mint M SanSrr» a a Of Col Gaihne * tlirt* tprritnrni, two Uar dirticct Irat,* 
of thi nasnr of l>bbninll. 
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II. — SHAM S*UD*D FN TIB.UZ. 

Whatever may have been the actual date of N&sir-ud-dln*s 
decease or political obscuration, we tread upon more firm, 
ground in. the conjoint testimony of the coins and the his- 
torical reminiscences of Ibn Jiatutah, in the assurance that 
his son, Sliams-ud-din Firtiz, was in full possession of power 
in Western. Bengal at the time of Muhammad bin Tughlah’s 
abortive revolt against his own father, in 722-3 a.h. 1 The 
African traveller incidentally mentions that, to the court of 
this southern monarch fled the nobles who had. engaged m the 
contemplated treason, which originated in the camp of the 
army of the Dubbin, of which the imperial heir was commander. 
Professedly written history is altogether at fault in establish- 
ing the existence qr illustrating the reign of this sovereign ; 
and even Ibn Batutah 2 does little more than place upon 


1ki&H 4£«, unu.li was clearly warning in tin! Has at mi umjkmuu 
* * eA* t — iHrCll 

,>U ,JU_ 

^U-iUi iji ^ibLJj tiSJ] i jcb Jib*-. 

-dLd dSMl %s,j 

lA&ii cJjj Aih 3 b Jij *Ui LkijU 

i-j\ jJjy ^ <p 1} 4j (.bli iJUaj jjJJ 
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record tlio affiliation, elevation, and decease of Shams-ud- 
din, -whoso own coins alone furnish the additional item of his 
regal name of Firuz ; and in their marginal records establish 
the fact of his possession of Lakhnautf during the period em- 
braced between the years 703-722, and at some moment of 

jys-l A-U \ l_)Li tli\. Jy J»y J1 

jJl Lm ’ l. * i. i j j 

OSX, U1 <Lol 4&1L! jJ jy jytiljJ Jo~h (jbu 

jjjs ^Juz aiaS *J»e ut->Oi LlO* JU-AEj u'J* 

jJU ^ aU 40, JU Jy- ljL^\ j 1 \*#m jUJ 

SSj 1 ^ 03 CiOl J J±* ^Ij/UU J!y^\ cSu 

ilUsaj SL>, u \jlatW> 

j*M USU all ^jlr. 4-^J OjJI OS3j.b Jia-dy 

ijj iZyb ^sa! 1 jl> jll jJU-jIIj *la£Jl 

JJ\ ^ u JLs ali 4^ >«S Jji r yi 4iUl* 1 j|j 

Vol it p 212, Tans edition Xj ijji] 

w TKASSLATIOH 
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Ins ownership the Eastern Province of Bengal represented 
by the mint of Sonargaon A subordinate incident is developed 
in the legends of the corns, that he felt himself sufficiently 
firm m his own power to discard the superogatory adjuncts of 
descent or relationship, and Tolled upon the simple affirmation 
of hia own position as ,jUsLJ\ 

Shams ud din luruz Shdh 
"No 4 

EaUmautf, a it 702, 1 715 (Col Bush) 720, 722 
Silver Size, vu Weight, 168 4 grs Very rare Plate I , fig 3 
Type as above 

Obv Bet 


fJa-elt u LkUl 
l ■ -J 

*' — j 

i 1' 


r l 


.21 


r 


X 


(j— 


Margin, QajU*— j} j c J 

No 5 


> ( — 


Sonargaon, An? 

Silver Size, vu Weight, 1G8 grs Unique 
Type os above 


ra — sh\hab ud nr\ buquxaii siiaii 
Neither history, incidental biography, nor numismatic 
rctnams avail to do more than prove tho elevation as they 
eccm to indicate tlio bncf and uneventful rule, of Shall ab- 
ud. dia, tba s/iu. uC Sbnurui dm. E itiiz., nod gran/lsOT. th*. 
once recognised heir apparent of Balban 


* Seo al’o Paftln SuU\us of IliniJCiitVn p 37 c<na dated 702 a ir This 
CO n wai pabl stunl 1 >t mo in ISIS I llien re» t the date a? 70 T A n I Tras not 
”* * l * ‘ — ‘ " “* “* “ ,L " * of ^ral c narabers, and pi-otmUr from. 

1 m»y the more rely upon the arm 

■ " ration low fist aa I «n at prc«nt nnaMo 



The singularly limited number of the coin3 of this prince, 
confined — if Calcutta selections be not at fault 1 * — to throe 
examples amid the 13,500 accumulated specimens of tlio 
currencies of other kings of the land over which, ho tempo- 
rarily heH snay, sufficiently mark his status in the general 
list of the potentates of the century in which he liTed. 2fo 
date or place of mintage is preserved on his extant money, 
and the single additional item supplied by their aid is his 
personal or proper name, which appears on their surfaces as 
s-Xu ; a crude outlinq which might suggest a doubt os to the 
conclusivcncss of the transcription of now confidently 
adopted as expressing an optional rendering of the grand- 
father’s title of (jU-lyU, 1 a name which was even further dis- 
torted from the Turki original by tbo conversion of the medial^ 
r into the vernacular cerebral or For the rest, the 

pieces themselves, under the mechanical test, in their make, 
the forms of their letters, and the tenor of their legends, 
evidently follow closely upon Shams-nd-din’s mintages, and 
as clearly precede the money of the same locality, issued by 
Ghu65-nd*dm Bahadur ShdJt, who in 724 a,b. drove this, his 
own brother, Shah&b-ud-din to take refuge with (JM&s-ud-din 
oTughlak Sh&h Bahadur’s career has yet to he told in con- 
nexion with his own coins ; but to dispose of Shahab-ud-din, 3 

1 The erne of this tia <j does not appear in any of ILsjendrs 111 a lists 

* The ancient name of of Bobbin notoriety in SSO A.n. 

(Frxhn Etcroao Numorum iluhsmmadanorum, pp IS?, 503, 375), was sub- 
jected to strange mutations on Indian soil. Sly authority for the substitution, of 
the final 3 in place of the vowel 1 is dented from Ibn Batutah, who nmformly 
writes the word with an 3 (m. 231, 5, 293). Fenshtah (ttrf, p 131 ) has , 
whence Stewart's Bajara (p 74) Dow gaTe the name as £ era, and Bnggs as 
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0.1 far ns tho cxcrci«c of 1 ns Mint prerognthea nro concerned* 
lie Booms to lm\o boon lost to fame, from tho ditto ulicn ho 
was absorbed with an associate fugitho brother (Nfair-ud- 
dtn) under the cegis of tho I'mj>cror of Dclili 


is otherwise welt srorthj of further Mammalian. in as far as it concerns tho 
history of imperial influence upon proximate loealitui , and as mh I transcribe 
both the text on I Dr JUlIs' translation of the bncf passages which may cluncc 
to Illustrate tho general subject 
\erw 5 



f*T[f!nfK*T]Twt n 

M By 3IPiiXMUii>, lord of the hostile Yaranas SiiutAn rt>.»K and the rest, 
though sn enemy, teas Suaf-is, tho treasure of benignity, employed as prime 
minister " 

Tew 11 




•'Sanrvat 1330, in the mouth of Bhndra, fifth dry of tho waning moon, on 


J* b abi 3*3^ < — jii \fCT s ^ :> ' 

l-S-Jj Ljij'S (* P 2 *t) t>!o jb DyJ JJui LZ-tyJ jjJdJl 

jt 4 X 0 t J_£L» \jj\ u U»- jjj Lj'J'y jl 

1 3 *HW jO j*l j~i dJy 


SjL <■ 1 y , jj 

See also Boggs Translation, 1 pp 412, 423 Lr " r ^ 

Tho T tuiYVi ' I uhtiraV ShtOulias thuuamu in rnauilwft m istrun'criptioa as liand^r 

v 3 ^ u^- J*“ yjr^ 3 
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Shahdh ud dm Bughrah Shdh 
Kt> 6 

Mint, * 

Silver Site, tu "Weight, 1C8 5 gr* Tiro coins only. Col 
Guthrie Piste I , fig •! 

Typo as usual 

Oct Ret 


(±-zt\ 0 lk_UJi 
u-jjJI A^jJI ^L_ 


»\ i jr*i — * > y\ t 

^ ^ u ikLJi I 

Margin, (remainder illegible) 


r \ 


r 


J! 


r-1 


JlAi i 


iv — BAHADun shah 

The single point in tie biography of Bahadur Shah, which 
remains nt all obscure, is the date of his first attaining power 
Ibn Batutah records with sufficient distinctness that he con- 
quered and set aside his regnant hrof her Shahab ud din, 
sometime prior to Ghias ud dm Tughlalds reasserhon of the 
ancient suzerainty of Dehh over the lightly held allegiance 
of Bengal, and his eventual carry ing away captive the ofFend- 
■"** Bahadur, who was, however, soon to be released, and 
ored with added honours, 1 by Muhammad bin Tughlab, 
mst immediately on his own accesssion Indian home- 
authors, who so rarely refer to the affairs of the Gfangetic 
delta, give vague intimations of the first appointment of 
Bah&dur to Eastern Bengal by *Ala nd dm Muhammad m 
a n. 799,® assigning to him an inconceivable interval of 

jj u U=L, 1 

T4tUt i Allan j*> jhiL > ajl> 

See aUfl Zli i Cirni, punted ed t, p <61 

* Stewart, p 75 Fcritlilah (Brings) i <0S 
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placid reposo until a.u. 717, when ho is Btated to havo broken 
out into the turbulent self- assertion, for which ho was after- 
wards so celebrated. 

Tho two statements are certainly at varianco, but Ibn 
BatutnVs is tho most readily reconcilablo with probabilities, 
and the demands of tho up to this tirao lcgiblo dates on tho coins 
which Bahadur put into circulation in Bengal. I might liaro 
some doubt os to tho cotielusivcncss of tho reading of tho data 
710 on his money in tho Kooch Babur trouvaille, but I have 
none as to tho clear expression of a.u. 711 and 712, though 
tho singular break occurring between. 712 (or 714) and 720 
suggests a suspicion of an originally imperfect dlo-rcndoring 
of tho = 10 for = 20 ; l which would bring tho 

corrected rango of BahSdur’s dates to 720-721; but oven 
these figures leavo something to bo reconciled in rcfcrenco to 
their associate plaeo of mintage, for in 720-722, his father, 
Sharas-ud-dln Firiiz, was clearly in possession of tho already 
commemorated Lakknauti ;** but such an anomaly might bo 
explained by tho supposition that Bahadur, in tho earlier 
days, used tho namo of Ijal/mauti os n geographical expression 
for a portion of tho dominions ordinarily administered from 
that capital. Undoubtedly tho first appearance of tho con- 
trasted designation of tho Eastern capital “Son urge on,” occurs 
on a coin of his father ; but even this sign of discrimination 
of Urban issues would not bo altogether opposed to a con- 
tinuance by Bahadur of tho loose usago of Camp Mints, of 
naming tho metropolis as tho general term for tho division at 
largo, or inconsistent with tho subsidiary legitimate employ- 
ment of the designation of tho province on a comago effected 
anywhere within its own boundaries, — either of which simple 
causes may have prevailed, and been utilized with a jiew 
motive, if any covert ulterior meaning might bo designed, as 
implying tbat Bahadur himself had special successional or 
other claims to the metropolitan districts. 

' Among more critical Arabic echol-irs than the Bengal Mint Masters e?cr 
affected to be, tins point ■would hare been easily determined by tbe insertion or 
omission of tho conjunction j saw, sihich, as a rule, is required to couple the 
units and fha licoiifr*. but is net used with the unit, and Ut u 
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Tughlak Shah’s intervention in the affairs of Bengal seems 
to hare originated in an appeal on the part of the ejected 
ShaMb-ud-din against the usurpation of his brother Bahadur. 
The result of the Imperial expedition to the South was the 
defeat, capture, and transport to Bold i of Bahadur Shah ; but 
among the first acts of the new Sultan, Muhammad bin Tugh- 
lak, was the release and re-installation of the offender, showing 
clearly that he was something more than an ordinary local 
governor, transferable at will, and that possibly the interests 
of the father and son, in their newly-established dynastic 
rank, and the confessed insubordination of the latter, were 
independently advocated by the opposing members of the 
royal line of Bengal, whose family treo could show so much 
more ancient a series of regal successions than their parvenu 
Suzerains, whose elevation dated scarce five years hack. One 
of the most interesting illustrations of the present scries is 
contributed by coin No. 9, in the legends of which Bahadur 
acknowledges the supremacy of Muhammad bin Tnghink over 
Eastern Bengal during A ir. 62S. 1 The subjection seems, 
howcier, to have been of brief duration, as sometime in or 
after the year A.II. 730 Bahadur appears to have reveitld to 
an independent coinage, in a new capital called after has 
own title Ghlaspvr (coin Xo. 8), and in a II. 733 Muhammad 
bin Tughlak is found issuing his own coin in Bengal, and 
Bahadur, defeated end put to death, contributed an example 
to insurgent governors in his own skin, which was stuffed and 
paraded through the provinces of the empire. 



trowf*« diflt U nvcrcusAint fl»i* nif«rom. 

Gbii-b r&l f n «l I* « t l« 1' 4/pnwFftTBt if »« p»n. tjts'on 

rttihim ipfOT, pnutnrti 1 d. it-, p Jlfr- 



it, Ealiddur Shall. 

Ho. 7. 

Lalhmutf, A.n. 710?, 711, 712, 7-3, 7-1, 1 brta 1 ., 720, 721, 722. 

Silrcr. Sire, vii. to viu. "Weight, ordinarily, ICC gra. ; one 
example is os high as 1C7.5 grs. Haro. 

Odt. Itrr. 


1 — - — > .a — ! \ iij L-g 
>1 S* ^_il 

eM- ^ 0 U-1\ 




r 


-it 




Margin, jLs. <n— > t 


1 -LaiMjA t 


No 8. 

Second Mint, Ghtdspur. Date, 730 
Silver. Size, vii. "Weight, 1G6 and 104 5 grs Very rare. 
Two coins Cot Qulhrw. Plato I., fig 5, 

Margin, * &J1 As * 

it. Bahadur Sh&h, 

as Vassal under Mohammad bin Tughlal. 


No 0. 

Sonirgaon, ‘a n 728 

Silver. Weight, 140 grs Unique Debit Archaologicnl Soctety. 
Obrerte, s\£> jj\f> ^ jlU LjaII LiA-i u U4 ...^ 

w UaUl ^UaUI 

Hn-rrae, Area, sLi (J**j ^ <dJh 

Margin, AaLtjc^. , ^Lsj <U~, J^a-eq iCJl ,jj> 


1 Tho dates 7-3, 7-4, may perchance be obliterated records of 723 and 724 I 
bare placod them among the lower figures, but I hare Ho sanction for retaining 
them in that position - 
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Muhammad fan Tujftlak SMh, Emperor of Hindustan 
(in his own name) after the re-conquest of Bengal 
I»o 10 

Bahhnauti, ±.ir <33 - 

Silver S mall corns Sire, v to rj "Weight of well preserved 
corns 168 5 grs Five specimens, Col Guilrte Tlate I , fig fi 
Oav Birr 



Bezersf, Margin, 

i. i — > J.XS ( —^r > 

If the place of mintage of these imperial coins had been illegible, 
I should almost have been prepared on the strength of the pecn 
Uanty of the forms of the letters, to have assigned their execution 
to a Bengal artist. The original model for the type of co ina ge map 
be seen m fig 50, page 54, Pathan Sultans The late Mr G Free- 
ling of the Bengal C S , has left on record his acquisition of a gold 
piece of the same design (from the Dehli Mint) dated a n *25 
V — FATTHE "CD DPS mubarak sn«i 
On the departure of Muhammad bin Tughlah from Bengal, 
Tatar KMo, honorarilv entitled Balrnim KTh .m, an adopted 
eon of Ghins-ud-din Tughlah, seems to have been left in charge 
' of tho provinces included m the government of Sonargaon, 
while the Lahhnauti division of the kingdom of Bengal was 
entrusted to Krnlr Khan On tho death of Bahrain KliAn 5 
which is stated to have taken place in 730 — but maj probably 
have to be antedated to 737* — Fahhr-ud-dln Mubarak his 
Sfifiiftr, took possesion of ffto government 1 unci proclaimed 
his independence He was in tho first instance defeated In 

» Vula a5-<f n Aloud nr>. WaV,ir*k IDJod pjLrLa Kl^ »l * Aba! Ful 
aCrasthi Mebink put Ki<b Klin M de»u.— Apto J Akbarl { }) 
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more important incidents of his reign are confined to his 
hostilities with his rival, JPaUhr-nd din ATuMrah of Sondrgaon, 
"who possessed advantages in his maritime resources, while 
the rivers remained navigable for large vessels during the 
ramy season, but which were more than counterbalanced by 
-Ah Shah’s power on land, which availed him for the greater 
part of the year, and which finally enabled him to establish 
his undisputed rule m the Western provinces 

Ills coins exhibit dates ranging from 742 to 74 G A ir , end 
hear the impress of the new mint of the metropolis, Firuz^bld, 
an evidence of a change in the royal residence, which clearly 
implies something more than a mere removal to a new site 
proximate to the old LaUmanti, whose name is henceforth 
lost sight of, and may be tal.cn to indicate a etrategetic 
transfer of the court to the safer and less exposed locality 
of the future capital, Pandua 1 ’Ah Sh&h is stated to have 
been, assassinated by his foster brother, H5p Hi 5s 3 


*Ala ud dm ’All Shah 
X o 12 

IWabad, 742, 744, 745, 746 

Silver Size, vi J Weight, 166 7 grs Pare Plate I fig 8 
Type as usual 


Obv 

flaJll u U~J\ 

u jjJl, L— jaJI 'IS 

*ia u \ *->\ 

u Lk_L — 11 

llargin 


Itrv 

Juj\ j±Lt 




-*41 


( A- i jjUl &aii liX> 1 — 'j-o 

1 Slfmrart, t pacing of Flri.it sdrance gfrtmrt DJSt, tors, *J)>f Usapercr 
■ r ’**- »* — '**■ 
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vii— iKiiTrAR-un.DrN. cuxzr suaii. 

At the period of this king’s accession to tho sovereignty of 
Son&rgnon in a.h. 750 or 751, vd lose tho, aid of our most 
trustworthy recorder of tlic annals of Bengal during his own. 
time. Tho conclusion of lira 11 atutuh’a narrative leaves Faklir- 
ud-din Mubarak still in power, while the native authorities 
aro clearly at fault in their arrangement of dates and events, 
and altogether silent as to any change in tho succession in 
Eastern Bengal except in their allusions to tho more than 
problematical capture of Fakhr-ud-dln and his execution by 
'Ali Mubarak in 743 A.YI., with the final accession of Iliaa 
“ one year and five months afterwards.” 1 

The numismatic testimonj’ would seem to show that Mubarak 
was succeeded by his own son, ns tho Ul StilUin bin Ul Suiidn 
may ho taken to imply. Tho immediately consecutive dates, 
and tho absolute identity of tho fabric of tho coins, ns well ns 
tho retention of the stylo of Right-hand of tho Khalifat on 
tho reverse, alike connect tho two princes ; while the cessation 
of tho issues of Gha7i Sh&h simultaneously with tho acquisi- 
tion of SonSrgaon by Hf£s, in A.li, 753, would seem to point 
to the gradual spread of tho power of tho latter, which is 
statecl to havo been at its zenith just before Firuz III 
assailed him in his newly consolidated monarchy in 754. 5 

* Stewart, ji 83 

5 Shams l-Sit&j, speaking on hearsay, affirms that Shams-ud-dln TlSha captured 
and slow Fukhr-ud-din after Ffrtiz III ’» first expedition into Bengal , and that 
the main object of the latter’s second invasion of that province was for the pur- 
pose of reasserting the rights of Zafar Kbin, tho sou m-law of Faklir-ud-dla 


Zufar "Ktifui, subsequently distinguished themselves m an opposite quarter of 
India, near Tattah, and their commander 'was eventually left in charge of Guzrit 
— Shuns i-Sir&j, hook n cap 0, etc — Sco nho Journal Archmological Society of 
Debit (Major Lewis’ abstract translation), 1 819, p 15 

The TEurfkh-i-Mabkrnk Shihi (dedicated to Jluhlrak II ), the concluding date 
of which is 838 a n , also declares that Hijl 1118s killed Faith r nd-dm in 741 
ahJ This fast date is a manifest error , as is also, probably the omission, by both 
authors, of the words son 0 / before the name of Fakhr-ud-din 
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Ilftidr «(? din Glmi Shdh 
2fo 13 

Sondrgaon a ir 751-753 

Silver Size, vi "Weight, 1GG grs Yery rare indeed Three 
com?, Col Gutlme Plate I £? 9 


Onv 

r U JS\ uU-Ul 
LuJIjI 


Bey 

4— g-l^l 


»»! j 


— «al> 


Margin, 

i i yl L — > Jl=»- x 


a jo <. 


Yiir-nuMS to nr\ ilt&s simr 
The modern application of old coma divides itself into two 
branches — the suggestive development of obscure tradition 
and the enlargement and critical revision of accepted history 
The transition point between these archaeological functions 
in the present senes declares itself an the accession of Ilias 
Sh ah the first recognised and effectively independent Moslem 
Sulttm of Bengal the annals of whose reign have been 60 often 
imperfectly reproduced m prefatory introduction to tho relation 
of tho magnificent future his successors were destined to achieve 
ns holders of the interests and the commercial prosperity of 
the Delta of the Ganges, to whose heritage, indeed England 
owes its effective ownership of the continent of Indio at the 
present day 

Tho compiler of the English version of the early luster) of 
Bengal 1 adopts the conclusion that Hfiji Ilias first obtained 
power on the assassination of ' ’All JIubSrak ’* in 745 C but 
the previous rectification of the independent personality and 
status of the two individuals thus singularly absorbed into one 
will prepare the render for tho corrections involved though not 
* fiUwart, p 83 
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perhaps, for the apparent anomalies tho coins disclose. Mednllio 
testimony would seem to indicnlo a long waging of hostile in- 
terests between tho real 'All ShSh and H&jf Ilf£s, before tho 
latter attained his final local triurnplt; foralthough Hias is seen 
to havo coined money in Firtizabad in 7*10 a.ii., tho chanco 
seems to lmvo been denied him in 7 11 ; and in 742 his adver- 
sary, 'AH Shfib, is found in full possession of tho mint in ques- 
tion. Tho Kooch BahSr hoard reveals no coin of either party 
da toil 743, but in 744 tho twong-im compete for ownership, which 
'Alt Shall for tho time being continues through “7 1*5 into 746, 
when the annual series is taken up and carried on successively 
for an uninterrupted twelvo years by his moro favoured 
opponent. It is needless to speculate on tho varying course 
of these individual triumphs ; suffico it to say, that tho in- 
creasing power of tho ruler of Pandua, in 764, excited tho 
Emperor Firuz HI. to proceed against him in all the pomp 
and following of an Oriental suzerain — resulting only in 
tho confession of weakness, conveniently attributed to tho 
periodical flooding of tho country 1 — which effectively laid 


< — »i ^1 < — 9 J 0 < * 0 ijJLj Cl 1 

a! \ * ** — A jj“ j*jO l i r -..A 

r CSS, printed edit Ass?j b 

Itennell gives another Abdallah north of Dscei “ Map of Omdoostan." 


a doubt, the true positrontcf the new metropolis — 
jiyj aUj jjl fjOLj ji) (tlli 

pb j 

(hence) * * * * obi , l}ji 3 IjJjA-J ji* j ^ (.1 jpjJdljT 

, Xj±*j u JbTjjj-a j (_j jS. jjJsiUT 

From the original MS ui the possession of ZItt ud din Khta of Lohirfi 



the foundation of the ultimate independence of Bengal A 
monarchy which was destined so to grow in power and 
material wealth as to he competent, indirectly, in the person 
of Shir Shah, to recover for the old Muhammadan interest the 
cherished capitals of the north, and to eject from Hindustan 
the Moghuls who too hastily boasted of an easily achieved 
conquest of the country “ from Bhira to 35 ah a r ** 

Sham ttd din Hlas Shah 
No 14 

Firuzabad, A n 740, 741, 746, 747, 748, 749, 750, 751, 754, 755, 
756, 757, 758 

Silver Size, vu "Weight, selected specimens, 168 0 grs , ordinary 
weights 1 66 0 grs 
Type hoi The old Dehli pattern 
Obverse, Square area 
Reverse, Square area, within a circle 
Obv Bet 


1 u UAJJ 

. \\ 


ITargm, 




lil? . A ..C 



j j—Jjl A— i oUl o 4.CJ1 AaJlil & s- 

Type No 1 Toncty A Silver Size, vu Weight, 1GC grs 
Obverse, Lettered surface 
Reverse, Small circle, area 

No 16 

Flruzob&l, A u 758 

.Type No 2 Broadcom Size, ix Weight of thobe«t and selected 
specimens ICG O grs only 
Obverse, Plain lettered *<urface 
Reverse Circular area, with narrow margin 
Lege mli, both obverse and reverse as m ho 1 type 
Marginal legend. 






A—r ^ aCJI J JO 
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The Kooch Bah ir trove must have been net in this type of com, 
ami of the particular year ah 758, us out of 109 specimens m Col 
Guthrie’s collection, there is no single example of any other date 


, No 16 

Son&rgaon, x n 753, 754, 755, 756, 757, 758 
Type No 3 Size, vn Present weight, 166 gra after the obvious 
reduction by boring out Plate II , fig 10 
0St*r«, Square area 

Bettrte, Circular area, with broad margin 

Out Bet 

JjUI 0 uj\ 

jJ— j jllj hj I \ 1 \ 

U 

u lk! J\ sU, 

Margin, 

Sj-USST lAfi t. 


jlaJ\ 

J*'' 


IX — SEKANDAIt BIN ILIAS 


This king — the second only in the still incomplete assertion 
of local independence of allegiance to the throne of Dehli — 
exhibits m the material wealth of his national coinage the 
striking progress incident to comparative freedom and identity 
of home interests, which may be achieved, almost on the 
instant, by the denizens of a commercial centre so favoured 
by nature as the Delta of the Ganges 

Tned by such a test, few statistical returns could present 
mom effectively the contrast disclosed m the Kooch Bah dr 


treasure between the accumulated produce of the Bengal 
Mints, representing a century and a quarter's limited activity 
attended with all the advantages of a diffused circulation, but 
under a subordinate government, as compared with the over- 
whelming array of coins bearing the impress of a sm^le 
unfettered monarch, whose money was. a effect, n(nr f ° 
the dice To nunmnmtatc the enhanced proportron wrU 
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be more significant^ shown by a reference to the additional 
number of Mint- cities, the singular vanctv of new types 
produced, and abore all, b> the sustained senes and cor- 


roborating n 

It is under the 

latter aspect 

o comment on tho 

history of a 

old in other pages 

Sikandar Sb. 

father towards the 

end of 759 

i period sufficiently 

support the t 

power, in the final 

758 recorded 

though proof of the 

accession of t 

c seeming anomaly 

obtained — urn 

father and son to 
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>wn name, whether 

in his own c 
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some of the 

3 evidence of due 

humility m 

is simplicity is ad 

he red to, m, 

after the removal 

of any possil 

ions to the adop 

tion of comp 

ough m the more 

independent 

758 ah (No 21) 

the ,/ -|_1 jjlk 

the life time of the 

father, and, al 

' assumptions, and a 

more definite 

4 uerarchical honors 


are discovered in the metropolitan issues of 766-780 {Ifo 22), 
while special service against the infidels seems to be implied 
m the novel mtitulation of <d)1 la— SI * The conqueror 

of the enemies of God/ on the Firuzabad money of 760 A ii 
( 3No 23) 

But the most interesting details furnished by Sihnndnr s 
coins are those winch illustrate the geograplucal distnbu 
tion of the chief seat3 of government Unlike the Northern 
Moslems, who, in tho difficulty of moving the Eastern 
hosts — conventionally deemed essential to an Imperial pro 
gross — over tho imperfect highways of Hindustan, confncd 
themselves ordinarily to one fixed metropolis tho kings of 
Bengal enjoaed facilities of rner communication almost un- 
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precedented : tlieir various capitals, situated 'within easy dis- 
tance of on© another, averts at all times accessible by water,— 
n differently constructed State "barge secured at any season 
free approaoh to the seaboard cities of tbo Great Ganges or 
tho towns on the narrow channels of the western streams. 
These frequent regal visitations are incidentally recorded on 
the coinage of the day, by the insertion of the prefix of 
to the name of the selected residence, which term 
colloquially marked the presence of royalty within the limits 
of the favoured fiscal division. 

Sikandar’e mint cities were five in number — No. 2, Finiz- 
dbtld; 3, Satgaon; and 4, Shahr Natl, in 'Western Bengal ; 
with 5, Sondrgaon ; and 6, Miitlzamdbad, in the Eastern 
division of the province. 

2. Tho first-named mint, in addition to the preferential 
Mazrat , l is styled variously Baldat on&A^g/^ 4 ^ “forti- 
fied city,” a specification which probably refers to the separate 
though closely proximate citadel of Akddlak, so celebrated in 
the military annals of the time (coin No. 26). 

3 Satgaon is distinguished by the prefix of t-OjS. (Atrium) 
a term which, in India, came to be conventionally used for n 
tract or geographical division of country, 2 a sense which would 
well accord with its application to Satgaon, as the third circle 
of government of Bengal proper 3 * * In the subsequent reign of 
Aazam the mint specification is more directly brought into 


«» presenha, Majestas , urbs, in qua’ est regis sodes ” 

in Persian, means “ surface of the earth ” Sir Henry Elliot 
remarks, ** The words used before Akb&rta time to represent tracts of country 
larger thou a Tcrgunnau were ^ J, L^Sj, and clkli 

— t»loe»ary oVltuUanTernu, tub tom, “Circbr ” * v - 


5 Zfi.i-IHnu, in introducing Ins narrative of Tughlak Sh&h’s expedition to 
Bcufril (a h 721 ), speaks of that pronace as consisting of the three di-m.on* „/ 
“ lalknaun, Sunirgaon, and Satgaon** (p 450, pnnted edit ) of 

TtfJ IQ tbo xvi Ctnti a t> tHlLS ft t/1 5ni i 

two emponums a railo distant from each other , one called 
Hoogly with its dependencies, both of which are , a ft. 8 . ’ d tie otller 
European, "-Gladwin, u p I5 . See aj*, n, w J 1*5* IT™,?' tV 

pp 185, 240, 243, 350. “ *< P 07. Stewart's Bengal, 
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association with the town itself in the seemingly more definite 
localiration involved in tltc wottI 1 

4. Shahr Kau, I suppose to have been the intitulafion of 
the new city founded near the site of tho old Lakhnnuti : s it 
is Tarioasly denominated ns tlie simple ’Arsat or S.***lt 
(populous, ricldy cultivated). 5 This progressively lc«s nppro- 
priato nomo may be suppo-cd to hav e merged into the official 
Jannatabad, which follows in Mint sequence. 

*1. Son'i) yaon, ns a rule, retains its ancient discriminative 
designation of a title which it CTentually had to 

cede to its rival MulzainAbAd. 

C. Jltuuza.mdbu.il. There is no definite authority for the 
determination of tbo site of this city, which, however, 
seems to have been founded by Sihnndar about 758-750 A.n., 

* Frora "ninputavit ” Jicnrc a..~* * “oppidom, rd pohor, praxipna 

para ©ppi donna ” 


* Tin adjcrtire (d enroll tixysaj ^- , Coluit) trill ajimit of other meanings, and, 

if understood as apply mgr to k town, might signify « well-built,” locally Paitd. 
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■when I113 own coins record that he himself assumed the 
title of , without trenching upon the superlative 
usually reserved for the reigning monarch I conclude that 
there „was a gradual migration from tho ancient Sondrgaou to 
the new city, which grew in importance from tho govern- 
mental centre implied in tho jbljJaiw ^Jl *1 (No 19 ) of 760 
A H , to the dtiUk*.* Jjb, “ the great city of Muizam- 
kUH" (No 28 ) of about 780 a u , till, on tho disappearance 
of the name of Sondrgaon from the marginal records of the 
general currency, the new metropolis appropriates to itself 
the immemorial Jls»- s of Eastern Bengal (No 32 A ) 
With a view to keep these brief geographical notices under 
one heading, I advert for the moment to No 7 , GMasp'&r, of 
which locality I hare been able to discover no trace , and 
likewise anticipate the due order of the examination of Aizam 
Sli&h’s mint cities in referring to the solo remaining name of 
Jannalabud, an epithet winch is erroneously stated to have 
been given by Humdyun to the re edified LaUumuti/ but 
w ich is here seen to have been in use a century and a half 
c ^ re the Moghuls made their way into Bengal 

ha single item remaining to be mentioned in regard to 
Szam s mints 19 the substitution of the word m lien 
of Job 1 as the prefix to Firuadbad (No 35), in parallel pro 
grcss t°^ ard^cg E tralization with thellint phraseology adopted 

Sikandar Shah hn TMt Shah 
, No if 

j ?50 ' 751 ’ 7s2 > 753 < 754 > 768 » 7S0 » 760 

and taatgin * mar ^ M5n P^ 6 obverse, with reverse circular area 


“„ P Sl ' wufl B, «S^ I2< EtosJ lUtlf ms call td 
"" B, ““’ " P *“ 

njniiir, « ‘ » mlW 

— '“ i “« “■‘w.* » z,, zlz? sr “ ” ,r ' " 
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Orv. 


Ret. 


t) Lki fl 


Margin, 


No 18 

Sondrgaon, a n 750, 757, 75D, 760, 7C3 
Type No 2 The usual lettered obverse vnth circular area and 
margin reverse 

Out Ret 



ju ji iLi 


j^\ ^ Jji\ 
— .-+j l ' 


Marguj, 

dl U A. i 




- dLJI yjjb c—^-5 


No 19 

Ituazamdbad, a it 760, 761, 763, 764 Plate II fig 12 
Variety A 
Margin, 

A>l^t — ,, u y <1 — > j*JJl AjCJI SAi 


Variety B 


No 20 

Ffruz/ibaJ, a n 764 
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No 21 

. Sonargaon a tt 758, 759 

Type No 3 As usual 
Oby 




_C 


il lul 


« cH* 

A 3a \ J \ 



Margin as usuaL 


No 22 

Piruzabad, ait 765, 766, 770, 771, 772, 773 77G, 779 780 

Typo No 4 Coarse coins badly formed letters Oivtrse, simple 
ettered surface Httcrst, circular area 


.1 .St 





-dt 

. r-.-* 1 aJJI 

- jubW^l I ^ " 

O-t It Jr Li, 

U iyujl sU, I 4^ All 

2111 <0 ^ t —l5 U-*~> *— tiy-iasT <s£Jt Jdub 


6dm Size tu 
Typo },o 5 


A'lv iso 

Tiruisbad ia ; 
^eigbt 166 grs T< 
bnailar design to type l 


Platon fig 11 



c* 1 u l 


* * , l I ijJJI l! aCJ! <UaiJI *Vi l_j^ 

No SI 

Satgnon, A IT 760, 781, 782, 783, 784, 788 Plate II fig 13 

Typo No C Obverse, n quadrated scalloped shield, with open 
bosses on the raargiu containing the names of the "four fhends,’' 
the intermediate spaces being filled in partially with the long’s 
titles 

Reverse, hexagonal star shaped lozenge, with exterior marginal 
legend 


-«e\j aLH 


A 1 il jjL>- , ,« ■ 


Oburte Margin, 

Jut u U te^Jjy\ jrsU^l y\ JjUI ^Ul r UI 

Reverse Margin, 

AjUjs— jj A?-! iU) y u <^-4,1 a£*J 1 t <A£s l^3 

1 The pattern legend of tin* n in t-d 10 seems to tare been taken from oral data, as 
it is engraved as <jjj( Instead of the more ent cal t> J ^*UH 

The increased futilities of intercourse by^sta probflbljr aided tbe eolJogu at know 
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No 2o 

ShahrNan, ah 781, 782, 783, 784, 785, 786 Plate II fig 14 
Type No 7 Oh erst, a simple octagon, with four circlets in the 

margin containing the names of the four friends of the Prophet, the 
rest of the exergue being filled m with the long's own titles 

Reverse, a diamond shaped area with the crossed lines prolonged 
to the edge of tho piece, tho lines arc slightly scolloped outwards 
to form an ornamental field 

Our Hey 


_J J1 


- 




*U1 




Obcersf Margin, 

OJjlm ^Sj jSI o^"*^ 2 j^i 3 ^ 


Reverse Margin, 

iSjUwj yl }jt£i i- 0 jZ yjg a£*** 11 jf«x& < — ij -2 

Tho name of the mint 13 imperfectly expressed on oven tho be°t 
specimens, and great latitude has been permitted in the omission or 
insertion of entire words in the reverse marginal legend 

Variety A differs merely m the pattern of the reverse area, which 
is ornamented with double instead of single scallops 


No 26 

Firuzab&d, A n 780, 781, 782, 783, 784, 785, 786, 787, 788, 789, 
790, 791, 792 

Type 2so 8 Obverse, circular area, with a broad margin divided 
by circlets enclosing tho names of the four friends of the Prophet, 
the intermediate spaces being filled in with their titles 

Reverse, octagonal rose scalloped lozenge, with narrow marmn 
Olcerie, 

u \U~J\ »li ^U\ *,1 juSb 

Margin, 

f W ' r^' ^LsH\ jL y \ 
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fititne, 

Alii L>. ji=*- 1.1^ djui/r' (J— ^ 

Hargin, 

AjU*--. (J^Uj db] Jifl* a jJj c5 I^U,1 I£*J\ f •y* *—>j* 

No 27, 

Satgaon, as *7§0 
Variety A JUt;erse Margin, 

etC > Sjy^xlS S~j>jZ- a£*JI i 

No 28 

Jlnizamabdd (the great city), a H j 

Hint, l^axU JjJj 

No 29 

Shnhr Nan, a n 781 

Mint, £. — ) Za^ 

No SO 

Col Guthne lias a gold piece of type No 8, size tii and a half, 
Tvcighang 158 grains Tlie com is inferior in execution to the 
ordinary silver jnoaey The letters nre badly formed, and the 
marginal legend is altogether obliterated * 

No 31 

TiruzSb&l, a ir 781, 782, 783, 784, 785, 783, 787 
Type No 9 Ohrertt f circular area, with, a broad margin, broken 
by small shields containing the names of the four companions of the 

1 M remaud interpreted the word ns ^j^-,DFfcnn>r (Journal Asiatiqu' 1 , 1823 
p 272), In which be « followed by llarsdca (n J> -SG7) Siyul .Ahmad again, in 
Ins tnmwnpt cf Al-i ud-din s Inscription of 710 * u, reproduces the tide is 
■ j ■* j ^»1L it' S'dnfib jvai'-.y.v.lTK javwasaiy 

(Astir ul tun n Ads J, p 53} 


Yarieiy B 


Variety C 
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Prophet , tlio intermediate spaces arc filled m with titles which, 
occasionally pertam to the king, but at times exclusively belong to 
the Imams 1 

Reierse, hexagonal field, narrow margin 

Obv Hey 

iA 

l- — 1 \ #Ia i 

u UJu n ali 

Oherse Margin, 

(^jLc) JuSbu ( u Uic) ( j+&) (AmSl ( 

Reverse Margin, 

Sj >j J -J LtJj !.**->.■' S jX) i ’ 

X —A AZAM SHAH 

Tlic accession of Ghi&s-ud-dm Aazam Shah was disgraced 
by rebellion againBt his own father and coincident open war, 
in the course of which Sihnndar fell in a general action be- 
tween his own and his son’s troops Native historians are 
moTe than ordinarily obscure m the narration of these in- 
cidents, and the dates relied upon aro Bingularly untrust- 
worthy when brought fo the test of numismatic facts 
Aazam’s initial revolt is admitted to liav e gained forco chiefly 
in Eastern Bengal, where his comage substantially proves his 
administrative supremacy, whether as nominally subordinate 
or covertly resistant to paternal authority, dating from 772 
a ti an incrcaso ol power seems to "be associated with the 
mint record of a hold over Satgaon m 790 A n , and a real or 
pretended occupancy of a portion of the territory of Pandua in 

* (Jjtjll »» many instances “ replaced by while follows 

the name of tjbC" 6 * 
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791, though the final eclipse of the roj nl titles of the father 
is delayed till 702 AH 1 

Ghias ud dfn Afizatn Shah, bin StLandar Shdh 


2fb 32 

MuSzam&bud, a n 772, 775, 77C 
SilTcr Size, vuij "Weight, ICG gr* Plate IT fig 16 
Type 2fb 1 Obverse, square area occupying nearly the whole 
surface of the com, as in the old Behli pattern, 

Reverse, scalloped lozenge, forming an eight pointed but con- 
tracted star 

Out Key 


0-iL> Aid. I 
Li Jill ct->L= 
sli jja-l yl 

u lt_L_Jt 




Obverse Margin On the upper edge , , on the left, , 
m consecutive reading at the foot, . , and on the right, 


Reverse Margin, 

7<t j ^jlu 4 — i jlilthvi 5 jJj o ^>Li 1 aDI jja 

Yanety A In. one instance Jib- sZJj-zvsV' sapphes the plaeo of 

L\b J, 

There is a (loobt about the reading of the word “being hum 
tie , * the “Oculus" of Marsden would certainly be preferable in 
point of sense, hut the forms of the letters of the word scarcely 
justify such a rendering unless we admit of an unusual degree of 
even Bengdlf imperfection m the fashioning these dies 

On two examples of this mintage tn silver, the marginal legend 
beara the words jLrjll 9 An in dearly <mt letters, hat I imagine 

this seeming anomaly to have arisen from a fortuitous use of the 
dies for gold coins, which, in donee, were identical with those 
employed for the silver money 


• Stewart mppows that S kandir met tus death in 769 * rt {p £9) aal an 
tvtn mnre p-ilvni error |>\atc* the of ALrain in 775 in (p 03) Tho 

TahaV&t l ikb-in which deroles a special section to the history of lh-ngaJ, 
implies aa amiable and undisturbed rocccaioa m th-s nataacc 
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No 33 

Jannatabad, a n 790 

Variety A S imil ar obverse with circular reverse 
Hint, j 

Bur Obv 



Wo 34 

Type No 2 There is a subordinate class of coins, following the 
devices of Type No 1 (in size vn tmd upwards), struck from less 
expanded dies, and generally of very inferior execution m the 
outlining of the letters These arc also from the mint of MuS- 
zam&bud, and are dated in bungled and almost illegible words — 
UjUj , L*j , iuIax-wjja— ^ , which may be de 

eigned to stand for 770 odd, 778, 780, and 781 respectively 


No 35 

Ptruzabad, a u 791, 792, 793 791 795, 796 797, 798, 799 
Typo No 3 Size , tui tovmj height, 166 grs Plate II fig 15 
Obverse, scalloped diamond field, broad margin 
Reverse, circular area 
Obv 
Lj a_1\ 

yH' y\ — Nj 

lu \ 

u Vk_J it 

diverse Margin, 

Reverts Margin, 

cuUJ I—) i.sTj iCJ) JUJb 


Bev 



a A.U. 



The lieTcr-e marginal records vary in the prefix to the name of the 
mint from the Easbah above given ^ and & ^ 

being occasionally used. 

No 35 

Satgaon a.k 735, 798 

Tanety A 

ho 37 

fSatgaon, in 790 79o, 796 

Type ho 4 Qhsirit area, a eqttare mtb a looped ^emi arete at 
each of the sides farming a kind of amalgamation, of the margin 
■with the central device 

Ptxertt area, a four pointed star shaped lozOnge , the outside 
spaces being filled in. with the marginal legend 

Osrr Err 

*»-* I 


jJLl 

. UjJI c-l~ *■) 


JRtcrrte Margin, 

y ^>.1 i..j • Af 4 Loj, 

■ ^3 * * 4 CJI AJS U^» 

ho 

38 

Type ho 6 Sire v 

Weight, 166 grams 

Obrrrtf lettered surface 

JUzerte circular area narrow margin 

Osv 

Iter 

Lull i^L, 

r in j ,1 
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The singular orthography adopted m the rendering of tho term 
Abdallah, and the substitution of an initial \ ahf m lieu of the gram- 
matical c^aiii, affords another instance of the ignorance of the local 
mint officials, and their tendency to reprodnco the approximate sounds 
of -words, without regard to the true powers of the letters employed 


A vacant space in the final setting up of tins article invites 
me to extend it so far ns to notice a limited senes of corns 
which have hitherto "been erroneously associated with the 
min tages of Bengal proper,— I allude to the money of T6j- 
ud dm Tiruz, whose date has, m like manner, been mis- 
apprehended by Marsden (p 575), and by Mr Laidlay, who 
follows his interpretation (J A S B xv p 330) The subjoined 
examples will show that the supposed date of 897 a h should 
be 807 , and the consecutive numbers on the different coidb 
now cited establish the fact that the potentate whose name they 
bear reigned at least from 804 to 823, having a capital entitled 
Hajiubad, which may, with sufficient reason, be identified with 
the Hajlpur of modem nomenclature The introductory piece 
A seems to have been issued by Tuj-ud-dm’s predecessor, and 
their several mintages alike depart from the ordinary stj le of 
Bengal coinages in the phraseology and finished execution of 
the Arabic legends, as well as m the weights of their curren- 
cies, which approximate closely to the full Debit standard, m 
contrast to the reduced southern range of 166 grams 


A Silver Size, vn| Weight, 165 grs Unique AH 797 


Obt 


Rev 




l “ > \ 

W-U u--J» 

I_jUsL*JI ili iX+jer* 


V 
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B Silver Size from n t to viu} 'Weight, 168 gr« , the full 
and tuaiamed weight of several specimens 

Obv Hev 

u l*jJ\ . ■S — 

orfi aJIi jflji 

Oicfrs' t lettered surface 

I2fzerte l Etpiare area, with imperfect marginal records, OMiaJlv 
consisting of jLLt-W u_ with the figured dates <rf 

fi« fool, ranging onwards from 804 to B07 pdar^denj 810, 813, 81 
818, 819 820, 822, and 823 a n 

The'c coins ore chiefly from the collection of the late Sir J 
Jcu hm s, hat hare now passed into Colonel Guthne s possession 

Among other rare and unpublished coma, having more or 
less connexion with the progress of events in Bengal, I may 
call attention to the subjoined piece of Shfr Shah (C ), wluch 
seems to mark Ins final triumph over Humdyun in 910 A U 
and hts own assumption of imperial honours in Hindustan 
The gold coin (1) ) is of interest, as exhibiting the model 
from whence Alim den red one of his types of money, 
which Oriental authors would have us believe were altogether 
of his special origination, eten as they attribute so many of 
SMr SMh*a other admirable fiscal and revenue organizations 
to Ins Sfogbul successor In com B wo follow the spread of 
Shir SI* fill a power northwards to tho ancient capital of the 
Path firs, anl the pirco 1' illustrates the retention of the 
farrulj swat over the other extreme of tho old dominion 
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C Silver Size, vi£ Weight, 1G3 grs AH 910 Well 
executed Western, characters 

Obverte, _j LijJInWj* JjW\ 

Reverse, Aj\VA.i..» % a£L« <sill ihi, 


D Gold Square coin Weight, 168 \ grs Unique (H J 

Brassey, Esq ) 

06ifr*f, the Kalimah 
JReierte, aSX* <xUt jis>- u UsLj 
At the foot, rrfW 

E Silver Size, vn Weight, 168 grs Dehli AH 948 

Oherae, Square area All 

■Margin, the names and titles of the four Imams 
Rnerse , Square area jkL»- a Li ^ 1U1.J \ ^A 

At the foot, 

Margin, l _ s L& J cufj^ss^ < — * * * 

P Silver Size, vui Weight ? Satgaon, An 951 (from the 
collection of the late G E Erecting Bengal OS) 

Circular area, j a£L» w UaLi iU> »Li ^)L>\ 

AJli j e ^ ( _ g L;!_j AjILLj 

Margin 

y\LL <_y» wt TWTO *rr^ y\ JXs~ 



BJNGVL MITTS. 



i*. Slaadur SLlh 






BJRNGAL MIXTS. 
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THE INITIAL COINAGE OF BENGAL. 


The discovery of an undisturbed howl of no less than 
13,500 coins in Kooch Bih&r, inhumed some five centuries 
since, recently claimed attention both from the number nod 
importance of its representative specimens, which eo effect- 
ively illustrated the history of tho kingdom of Bengal for a 
consecutive period of aomo 107 years 1 Tho earliest date thus 
recorded towards tho purely Initial Coinage of tho country 
under its newly-installed Muslim administrators did not 
reach higher than tho reign of tlio Empress Rizi&L, a.h G3 i- 
637 (a.d, 123G-1239), or more than 31 years after tho first 
entry of the adventurous Khif/i and Turk l troops into tho 
recognized Hindu capital of tho lower Ganges. 9 A still more 
recent discovery of a comparatively poor man’s cache, in the 
fort of Bihfir, 5 elucidates an earlier chapter of the local 
annals; and though tho contents of tho earthen vessel in 
this ease are limited in number to a totul of 37 pieces, and 
restricted in thoir dates to a term of 13 years, they, in 
Borne respects, compete advantageously with tho previously- 
recovered unexampled store, in tho value of their contributions 

,, 1 Loum It. A 8 (ms) VoI II,, 18Gf>, p 145 Reprinted in the Journal of 
ae Asiitic Society of Bengal, rot xsivi , 18C7, p 1 

* Tho mans of Sudden, JCaiadiclpa, the “ new island ” (converted 

into By the Slushras), would seem to imply (i southerly movement, in 

twneert with the nit of the Ganges, of the seat or Government down to the com- 
P>rit lvc lj. modern occupation of this site, on tho abandonment of the successive 
muhlioaal Capitals of earlier dynasties. 

suiaU 63 to A** exact enrenmstanew of thodwcovery of thia 



to tho obscure records of the Gnngetic Delta, and in priority 
of date bring us inoro than 20 years nearer to the first 
occupation of Bengal by Muhammad Bakhty fir Khiljt in 
GOO a.H. As in the largtr and nlmost-rcgal treasure troso 
of Ivoocli Ihh&r, the specimens in the present instance prove 
to ho essentially of homo or indigenous fabric. With the 
exception of a single northern piece of the supreme Snli&n 
of India, they arc ono nnd all the produce of the mints of 
Bengal proper, nnd mark with singular fidelity the varied 
incidents of tho alternate rise and fall of the provincial 
governors during tho unsettled relations existing between 
suzerain and vassal from a. it. G1 1 to G27, when Altamsh 
camo into real nnd effectual possession of the south-eastern 
portion of bis Empire. 

One of the most instructive facts disclosed by these few 
pieces is, that tho rich and comparatively undisturbed 
territory of Bengal felt tho want of a supply of siltcr 
money long before a similar demand arose in the harassed 
provinces of the north-west. The southern coins date, qs far 
as can bo seen, some nine years prior to Altamsh’s earliest 
effort nt o silver coinage in bis northern dominions; and even 
Hwiah’s silver money of deferred date bears every token of 
exclusive manufacture in the subordinate Eakhnnuti mint. 

I have already quoted tho testimony of Minh£j-us-S£r£j, 
to the effect, that on the first conquest of Bengal by the 
Muslims, they found no metallic or other circulating media 
of exchange except that supplied by coteries ; 1 even the com- 
promise of the mixed silver and copper jitah of the various 
Hindu dynasties of the central RSjput tribes was unknown 
in the sea-board marts of the south. 

The chronicles of the proximate kingdom of Orissa, whoso 
boundaries touched if they did not often trench upon the 
ancient kingdom of Gout,* explain how so infinitesimal 


and largely distributed a currency was able to supply the 
wants of so itch and essentially commercial a population. 

It would appear, from tho official records preserved in the 
Temple at Puri, that although there was no silver money 
la use, gold in convenient weights, if not in the form of 
absolute coin, 1 was freely interchangeable with tho mom 
bulky heaps of cowries. Tu these same official Pahii»hn/ 
documents we find the powerful King of Qrisaa, Anang 
Bilim. Deo (c.d 1171-1201), describing tho geographical 
limits of his kingdom, specifying, with close exactitude, its 
nowprotw? superficial area (39,107 square miles); and adding 
that, as the revenues of his predecessors of the Kesari line 
had amounted, with a more limited extent or territory, to 
15,00,000 marhs of gold, bo bis own added boundaries had 
raised the State income to 35,00,000 rnnrht. Hr. Stirling 
(our most trusted Revenue authority), relying upon still- 
extant local tradition, defined the imrh at 5 tn<t*hn\* weight j* 
while Dr Hunter, under later and more vague native in- 
spiration, pronounces it to be \ of a A amt, a, which mea*uro 
may be assumed to represent the local pronunciation of the old 
widely-spread Aars/mcf Maun, corresponding with the normal 
'weight of the gold *utarm, he. 80 rain . * Taking. the rail at 
1'75 grams, this will make Mr Stirling’s return amount to 
41 ‘ 5 grams (5x3^23 *,25x1-75^43 75) yrmtrk, wh«it- 
as ilr. Hunter’s estimate, under the rain? fibres, would onlv 
produce 35 grains (140-4=35) ; but, as he n^ouiM tho 
modern A amfia to be equal to “ quo Toluh nr nnn Rup^ »' 0 f 
out modern system,— the amount of which ho* ever W,~ 
ttot further define, ^nd talcing the 180 grain iLlJZ 

'S&ySKV* e'”"’'"’ 1 * ■« Ws*. tf <* 

» On the shore ecoJwa. tlwn^, a e , s .i , 
w&Vn 0 " 1 ?*' ^ lh ' 5,e ufl » • 

nr J ******* 0 * "< ft» o 

of M y C W* G'ttrurara. tie * — 


1 JJ„ S IV o X- S'": 


5w?5? 

Asiatic p 271 Mr e £ 

* *• 5if**LS 
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teat, 1 the result is not far removed from Hr. Stirling’s earlier 
estimate under the old regime; — producing, in effect, a return 
of 45 grains for the mark (180—4=45). But, singular to ear, 
if wo revert to the more ancient standard of the sataraltiha, 
or LOO-rafr weight, — a metric division which was reproduced 
and reaffirmed in the authorized fatdah of the Patb&n 
dynaBty, and to which we have to allow a theoretical weight 
of 175 grains, — Dr. Hunter’s 1 tolAK will come out to the 
exact second place of decimals of the 43'75 (175-r-4=43*/«>), 
obtained from Hr. Stirling’s data. 

The determination of the true weight of the rah has done 
much both to facilitate and give authority to the comparison, 
of the ultimately divergent standards of the ethnic king- 
doms of India Having discovered the guiding umt, all other 
calculations become simple, and present singularly con- 
vincing results, notwithstanding that the basis of all these 

FHer, 1872), u, pp 316, 317 I>r limiter. like un-self, ha* endear oared t* EU** 
his «ntiqi23n»a researcheo instructire in their application to the defects ”^ r 
own gOTernment in India, consequent epon the too frequent disregard °Li 
snpenor local knowledge and hereditary instincts of the races are art appointed to 
rule otct 

After enumerating the ascertained total* of the revenue of the proTince *1 
Titious periods, the author goe* on to ear, 11 From time immemorial Otis*- 1 , usB 
Mas other part* of India, hi3 n*e4 a 3oc»t cnnmcj of twrui When tne pro- 
nnce passed into out hand* in 1S03, the public aeeonnti vrrre kept ana the 
rernme tntysui m these little shells." IT* “howeTeratipalatedthit the luH- 



U>« local name *We quoted. * 



estimates rests upon eo erratic a lest ns l lie growth of tho 
seed of tho Gunji creeper (Abnis precaforius), under the 
vaned incidents of soil and climate Nmerthclcss this 
small compact grain, checked in early times by other pro- 
ducts of nature, is aeon to have had tho remarknhlo faculty 
of securing a uniform average throughout tho entire continent 
of India, which, only camo to ho disturbed when monarche, 
hko Shir Sh&h and Akbar, in their vanity, raised tho weight 
of the coinage without any rofercnco to tho number of ralia 
inherited from Hindu sources ns tbo given standard, officially 
recognized in tho old, but altogether disregarded and left 
undefined m the reformed Muhammadan mintages 
I may as well take this oppoitunity of disposing of tho 


other technical questions bearing upon the general subjoct , 
and, without recapitulating the investigations clsowhero 
given at large, 1 I may state generally, that I understand 
tho rati to have been 1 75 grains, the 100 tati piece re- 

produced in the ordinary Dohli tanketh — 176 grains The 
composed of mixed silver and copper, preserved 
m the early Dehli currencies of tho Muslims, is ^ tn va [ ue 
of tho 176 grain silver coin , but tho number of jitah m aQj 
given composito piece was dependent upon the proportional 
amount of the silver added to tlio ruling copper basis 
The katn, like the jUal, is nV of the tanhah , but tho kdn\ 
is found to bo the practical as well as tho theoretical 
divisor, applicable alike to land and other measures, pre 
serving its more special identity in the southern peninsula 
Both terms have now been found in conjunction on a sinrdc. 
piece of Metropolitan fabric, where thojt/rt/ is nuthontativeh 
declared to bo of the value of one lant * In more advanced 
days under the Bath&ns, immonso quantities of pieces wel- 
comed to meet the current exchange answering to ^ or x ** 
tho tanlah and under Muhammad Tughlak, anud 0 th 
useful breaks in the too uniform descending 8C ul e of * er 
small change, a new division was introduced m ^ 


* Nunmmiitio Chronicle (*• ?0*T P oVSebli usi * ) H 

“s '& -"A 1 ;, tp «• 
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a tti Of « «■-/«/* 4 piece, which subsequently beonno better 
known as the Black (ankah* 

It would appear that the normal or conventional rate of 
exchange of tho precious metals mechanically' accepted in 
India from the earliest times was as silver to gold 8:1; 
copper to silver 64:1. Of coarse the=»e rates were con- 
stantly liable to fluctuation. 1 Indeed, we can trace the 
effect of tho influx of the gold of the Dahhiu, after its con- 
quest, in the fall of that metal, evidenced by the ohrions 
readjustment of the weights of the gold nnd silver coinago 
nt the Imperial seat of Government. 3 But the copper rate 
must have had a very extended lease of immutability, ns this 
ratio of 64 : 1 was maintained from tho most primitive ages 
up to the time of SikamLir Lodi (a/d. 14SS-1517). 

As regards the application of these data to the examples 
specially under review, it would seem that the Bengal silver 
coinage was, from tho first, deficient in weight in reference 
to tho corresponding issues of the Dahli mint ; bat the Belli 
silver coins were avowedly designed to fall in with the con- 
current gold pieces of identical weight, nnd of full standard 
in metal: whereas wo mast suppose that the LaLknsi: ti silver 
pieces, in introducing a new element, were graduated to ex- 
change oi cr en sh mm against the extant gold currency' of 
Bangui nnd Orissa, jjfow the gvld mark weighed, as wo 
have seen, 43 75 groins, which, with gold as i to S of silver, 
would require 350 grains of the latter metal as its eqaira- 


I'dUiiiU uiiiuitiues 4* iu mt jiiwinnd 11* w 


!)««*,” in tbnr !wi b^muqh {a C.mr*h to *uwj** *?*$,**“ ”1 

win M filing reftrmt n the nUute t*l»M cfV' , ^ !in ' 1 

w *> hr wiArt* 1 mr ,-,tjniitr ofl • S { J RA S, », J». * J. l3£w5r 

tint towttV* ih«« c !.w of MyAanrtnd bin Tu^MA * ( .9. 


j« AfncMt 
. -e tnbli* of 
. fVotux W 
r »i*») 
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lent, or fteo 175-grain lanlahs, reconciling alike the fours of 
the Hindu ideal with tho fucs and tens of Muslim predilec- 
tion ; but ns there is reason to hclievo that tho local gold 
VttS not refined up to a high atato of purity, thU defective 
standard may readily account for the corresponding reduction 
of a few grains on tho full total of tho silver pieces, equally 
ns it may havo justified tho acccptanco of a lowor touch in 
the silver itself. 

La tor in point of time, under Bahadur Sh&h (710-730 a.ii.), 
the progressive fall in tho value of gold is more definitively 
marked by the diminution of tbo weight of tho silver piece to 
the uniform standard of 1GG grains, 1 in contrast to the 1G9 
grams which arc preserved in. some of the primary issues 
hero described (Nos. 6, 7). 

The central figure in tho historical tableau, illustrated by 
these Introductory coinages, stands prominently to tho front 
m the person of Ghi&s-ud-dia *Awz — an outline of whose 
career X now append. 


Cr/dds-weWin 'Aid bin Al Husain, 

His&tn-ud-din. ’Awz Khiljl , a native of Ghor in Afghan- 
istan, on joining Muhammad Bakhtyir Jvlulj i in Bengal, 
was entrusted by that commander with the charge of the 
district of Gangautn.* Ke was afterwards promoted to tho 
important military division of Deokot, 3 by Kutb-ud-din 


. ^ A s (k) II , p 157 Thu new and unworn pieces in the Koocli Bikir 

vttbly a J era S e<1 ICO gram#, and tho earlier issues, of 188, 189 grame, found 

affinal standard ^ cllcri ^h teen reduced in Height to correspond with the later 


Variants ^c,AS- 

Stewart's ver ' r ■“ 
•deutiSed. ' 
country hetr 

any marl. ' 
«®wwui»catii 

outpost of *’■- " *•« - 
* Do ok 6 

tact of D l 
that "it nv 
dunn- the 







9 


lent, or iico 175-grain taulahs, reconciling alike tha fours of 
tho nindu ideal with tba ftes and lens of Muslim predilec- 
tion ; but as there is reason to believe that tbe local gold 
was not refined up to a high state of purity, this defect! vo 
standard may readily account for tho corresponding reduction 
of a few grains on tho full total of tho silver pieces, equally 
as it may have justified tho acceptance of ft lower touch in 
tlie silver itself. 

liater in point of time, under Bah&dur Shah (710-730 A.H.), 
the progressive fall in tho value of gold is more definitively 
marked by the diminution of tho weight of tho silver piece to 
tho uniform standard of 1G6 grains, 1 in contrast to tho ICO 
grama which ore preserved in some of tho primary issues 
hero described (If 03 . 0 , 7 ). 

, central figure in tho historical tableau, illustrated by 
. introductory coinages, stands prominently to tbo front 
la 0 person of Ghi&s-ud-diu ’Awz — an outline of whose 

career I now append. 


’Atrs in 1 Al Husain, 

istfin '^ vrz a native of Ghor in Afghfin- 

v ,,,, ’ , Jcjimag Muhammad Bakhtv&r Khilil in Bengal, 
distriet y commander with the charge of tho 

inroorfn f n ®? au tri.* He was afterwards promoted to the 
important mibtaxy division 0 f Deofcdt,’ by Kutb-ud-dm 

1 3 tt [h * > IT 

(routttfle RWnjtad l c«’£ 157 ’ ’ lhc r, e w ami unworn pieces in tho Koocb Biblr 
^8jaB?viV 4n ; 1 carfier issues, of 188, 189 prams, found 
<®ml standard 6 ' Ccca I winced m weight to correspond with tho later 

T«t, p 168, and MSS. I have preserved 
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A i bog’s representathe commissioner in tho South-east, and 
with his aid oventually defeated Muhammad ShirSn and 
tho other confederated JkhiJji chiefs 1 On the definite ap- 
pointment of ’Ali Mard£n Khiljl to tho kingdom of 
Bengal by Kuth-nd-din Aibeg T ho paid his devoire to tho 
new Viceroy by meeting him on tho Ku$i, and accom- 

aflrr Jl-* *-• *- *»-* v ' u.. -r.* — > — 

W22, , 1 . ■ . . , 

nearer < . ■ . « 

^ > . . 

• ■ ■ * - » ‘tor fiat* (641 a-h ). mentions 

■ .... , ’ Ctnges, bat that tho «ty of 

- - ■ 1 1 ■ > The author add*, tbit 

embankment or caosewaj (Jj) extended for a <L?tance of tea tfjjj' journey 

through the eipital from Deoh6t to Isagore in Birbhem flat. 23’ 56', long 
87” 2y) — Stewart a Bengal, p 57 Persian text ofT*baktt-i Jvirin, pp MI, 
161,2+3 Afn-l Akbari, m p 1 + Elliot « TJutonami, it, p. 318, iu p 111 
■EraoetJ a Hap, p 55 Wflford, A* Her u , p 72 
The subjoined ranonj notice of the dxjtnbnt.i/’n of the bonndrnes of the 
kingdom of Betfil jhcrtly before the Muhammadan conquest tea hews pre- 
eerred in ETasuUoa’s Hinattsthm The compCer doe* not gire bu specific 
antLontT 

“Daring the Ailistu dynasty the following *re said to hire been the ancient 
geographical divisions of BengiL Gour was the cnpual, forming the centre 
dmsion and snrrennded by fire great proTincc*. 

“ 1 Bireniira, bounded by the Mahanaads. on the west , by the Padma, or 


impCr, rear Dacca, where there still reside* a fiimlr possessing owwiJerlble 
estates, who pretend to ba his dewndants- We also find last Sooncrgono-, 
Ticinity of Bdcramprjr, continued to- be a place of refuge^" f!o»r malmr 


Bihmniptr, r 

„, „, t , L r __ > the Gout malcontents 

and was not finally subjugated onul long a /Ter the prerthro ref Bijs ialrnuna." 
— Hamilton’s Hindustan <1820), t, p 114 

ijj) *Ju us\r*\ U5f"J ’ 

Text, p 158— ^ jf 

S»«s»art ■ r.«n**l B 51 . Elliot * Ilistonan*, T 515 



11 


panted him to Doohut, whcro lio was formal]) installed in 
power "When KutVud. din died at L&hor, m 607 a h , 'Ah 
ilard&n assumed independence under the title of *AU utl-dfn , 
hut after a reign of about two years, ho was slam by iho Ilhtljt 
nobles and llis&m ud dm was thereupon elected in his stead 
(608 A it ) History is silent as to when ho first arrogated 
hingl) state, and merely records Shams ud dm Alta rush ’a 
expedition against lnm in G22 A H , with the object of en- 
forcing his allogtanco to tho Imperial crown, when, after 
acme doubtful successes, peace was established on the sur- 
render of 38 elephants, tho payment of 80 his [of ianlahs ?], 
aud the distinct recognition of Altnmsh’s suzerainty in tho 
public prajers, with tho superscription of his titles on tho 
local comago Tho Emporor, on I 113 return towards Delili, 
tnade over the go's emment of Bih&r to ’Aid ud dm J&m, who, 
however, was not long left undisturbed, for tho Southern 
potentate speedily ro annoxed that section of his former 
dominions, — an aggression which was met m a ii 62-1, b) tlio 
advance of N&sir-ud dm Mahmud, the eldest son of Altmash, 
m force, who, m the absence of GMnds ud dm Awz on distant 
enterprises, succeeded in obtaining possession of tho new 
scat of Government Iu the subsequent engagement the 
Bengal army was defeated, and Gln&s ud dm lolled, after 
a reign estimated by tlio local annalist at 12 years 1 

This is all the information wo arc able to gather from the 
incidental biographical notices furnished by our sole authority, 
Jlmh4j as Sirdj, that most intelligent employes of tho Hulers 
of Dehli, and welcomed visitor at the Court of lAkhnnuti in 
a H 641, "where lio saw and appreciated the material under- 
takings of this self made king, whose memory he lauds cn 
thusiastically A tribute Altamsh had virtually anticipated 
when he was at last permitted to behold tho glorias of his 
adversaries’ capital, in 627 a h , and then conceded the tardy 
justice of dccreomg that in virtue of his good works 
Ghhis ud din ’Awz should, in his grave, ho endowed with 

i Jilhmas Air Manila trow CD7 8 to CD8 10 »b>* loiyei aa 
61" d nnR wl cb n In n<l d n Aw* content to remain head 
oltgnrcl J and local gfliern r 


mterral m to 

of the En lj 
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that coveted title of Suftan, tv Inch had been denied to him 
while living. 1 

Wo have now to examine how fur tho recently discovered 
coins will fill in this defective historical outline. 


Coras STRUCK IV THE JfASIF OF A.LTA113H, !)) JJlflJfl/. 

2To. I Silver. Sire, Weight, 1 CS grs ZT/ttyva, in this date. 

VL i fig I. A.tt. 6H. 

It En ERSE. 

L. H I Jkrief, 

Horseman at the charge. 
u**+-Z* | Afargvi — 

* * * .dia 




i k 


jjJI « Luull 


*d 

... —.1 ^ 
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Tlio date of a ii Oil, this earliest numismatic record con- 
tributed by tho Bengal 3Imts, is further remarkable as tho 
epoch of Altamsh'a final assertion of supremacy on the defeat 
of his last powerful competitor in Hindustdn, 3fd;ir*ud*dfrl 
Kitbtichah, after ho had already disposed of his other promi- 
nent rival, Taj-ud-dtn Ihluz, in 012 a.ii Tho issue of these 
provincial coins, at tins conjuncture, would seem to attest the 
first voluntary recognition of Altamsh by Ilisfun ud-dfn 
*Anz, who was nt this tune in undisturbed possession of 
Bengal and its dependencies. The adoption of tho C.ualier 
device on tho obvcr“o may have been suggested by the con- 
ventional acceptance of that design on the money of tho 


1 Tahitlt UNtuiri, lett, p If) Dr E!ochtn*im h»« »a lnt*rr*lmjr ,0 


tSsl tb>*T t-fcl Jj «ni>| lie t»tt* *■» tlfjT at 
- * — »• •■* ' • •- 

• 1 B.*nl 

1 ■ ■ ■_ 
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natko prince* of the North-west, who«o hereditary type-* 
™ f > ° copied by Huharamad bin. Sam, and retained for a long 
period by Altamah himself. In the new mintage, however, 
the Rajput horseman with Ins spear is superseded by the 
Turin Cavalier with the historical mace, 1 and tho general 
onflino of tho coarse Northern steed may perchance have 
been heightened to record a triumph, or to carry a menace 
to tho. subjected Bengalis,* who had left their king to escape 
ignominiously, and virtually surrendered their capital to the 
eighteen troopers of Ifuhammad 13ahhtyfir’s advance guard. 

Among other peculiarities of these coins is the tenor of 
t elr legends, which differ from tho ordinarily adopted 
mperial iutituktiems of the Sult&n, who is hero designated 
a3 i_ 5 *— tho slave or froedrmm of Kutb-ud-dfn Aibeg, — a 
term which may have concealed a latent taunt to onu who 
was now supremo in the clmnco virtue of liis arms, or may 
Otherwise indicate the independent Khiiji method of dis- 
criminating the followers of Kutb-ud-dtn as opposed to tho 
ITn’izzi taction of the noblc 3 of Hindustan, who had already 
tned conclusions with each other, to tho disadvantage of the 
latter. 


1 Mahmtid of Ghazni’s favourite Weapon Tradition affirm a that it was preserved 
^ ort<5UI by the guardians of Im tomb at Ghazni — Atkinson, Expedition into 
Af^himsthn, p 222 Bo much credence sees attached to this ancient legend, 
that w e find Lord EUcnborough in IS 12 instructing Ins generals, in sober earnest- 
ness, to “ tnog away from tho tomb of hlahmdd of Ghazni his club which hangs 
event" Muhammad fiahhtyhr himself had also won glory by the me of his 
tnaco in In., gladiutonal encounter, single-handed, with on elephant, who was 
Compelled to retreat before the first blow of his powerful arm. 

* The tame of Antapttt n, “ Lords of Horses," was subsequently apphed 
specifically in Onssa to the 'Muhammadan conquerors. Mr Hanter remarks, 
“The Telngu Ptdm Leaf MSS state that between (Saha 805) ad 972 and 
a-o 1603 three great powers successively arose During this period the 
Gojapatit, « Louis of Elephants,’ ruled in Orissa and tho north of Madras , 
the A’urojia In, • Lords of Men,’ held tho country to tbo southward The Lords 
of Horses -were the llusaliulns, who, with their all-devouring Pathiu cavalry, 
overthrew the two former ’ — Orissa, u,p 8 Stirling, Asiatic Desoarchoe, ir, 
p 261. Jftn.i-Ahhari, Gladwin a translation, l , p 319. Abfd FazL in describ- 
ing the game of cards afft rted by his royal waster, speaks of " Athwrput, the lun» 
of the horses. Ha u painted eti horseback, like the king of Debli, with the 
Chiittcr, the Alum, and other ensigns of royalty , and Gvjput, the kwg of the 
elephants, is mounted on an elephant Ilka the king of Orissa * 
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No 2 Gold Weight 70 6 gre Unique Gaur k t 616 1 



Obverse 

j. . Ja *-*11 jjUaLJI 

jj-jjJl j LijJI 

cl — -JJ >*11 yl 
u U^^-WI 
u 


ItEvrasc 

Horseman at tho charge 
In the field— 

Margin — 

•L~> J iljl * * * J 

<jU— J j jitS. Li— > 


This unique gold com of tho period, put forth under 
Muslim auspices, is of more than usual raluo in confirming 
the locality of the Hint of its counterparts in silver, which 
arc deficient in an) geographical record , indeed, none of the 
Bengal coins, which form the bull of tho IrdUtaitfc to which 
tho present notice is dovoted, bear any indication of the sito 
on which the) wero struck round however, m company 
with so many clearly local pieces, tkero would ha\o been 
little hesitation in assigning thorn to the eouthem division 
of tho new Muhammadan empire, hut the distinct announce- 
ment of tho place of jssoe of the gold piece is of unporfanro 
not only m fixing definitively the then head quarters but m 
presenting us with the narao of Gaur,* regarding tho uw of 


I RrproOuce! from the nri^mil to n ia tlm collsetinn ef Col Gatbrf«' ilrr*/Jy 
pabb«K«4 tn lb# Chron c!e* of the J alhbn King* j> ~S 

» Kil jArit-.il, tb« 8ri ( <kt of SomtoU (* « «3) w th » title of ^.\ ^,U J 
^ ^*11 (Frwhn. p 1S6) Tb. tbrnr »on. of K*l Klunrl (m tlf) employ 

tk> trrra ir. tb« j. onl st^i 

* | p.«! L,t, boIx, lat a In Itin* that c-b tk« Eni *l»m niti«j t>{ tbU 
p +rr etc tn iiojatM «j>w turn «f i Litfcfrto eekno^ii in tiUj* t if •fn***) 
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vliicli, at tils epoch, there was some controversy.' Ad* 
vantage has been tulcni in tins, to the native comprehension, 
moro chhomtcly.finishcd piece, to insert in the wort spaces 
on the field, above and below tho main device, tho words, 
*— »r'» "Slmeh at Gatir,” and although the requisite 
dot below tho j<Sj lias escaped definition, there need bo 
httle doubt as to tho purport of tho entry, which it was 
not thought accessary to reproduce on the I eas-cs teemed 
silver money, whoso status with tho Mint officials, ns equally 
vrith the public at largo, ranged nt a lower lovel 

Tho date of CIO a u on this coin, supported and in a 
measure explained as it is by tho marginal legend on No, 3, 
proves that the professed allegiance of the local ruler of 
Bengal to tho head of tho followers of Islam at Dchli, was 
no momentary demonstration, but a sustained confession of 
vassalage cvteudiug over one complete year, nnd portions of 
the previous ami succeeding twelve months. 

Tho topographical record on No 2 would further seem to 
show that Hisim-ud-din had not as yet transferred his 
capital to the now site of ZaKKaattil, to the west ef the 
nvor, whoso designation first appears in a definite form 
on the coins of tho Empress EiHah, in a ?r. 635 * 

m tho absence of any dot either above or below tbs 1ms of writing, to adopt the 
altcra&tiTe reading of instead of white confessing a preference for 

tbe litter transcription, on account of the need of tUe preposition < > tCWmoVs 

°f tk* r»tb!Ln Kin^s, p 79}, but, at till time, I was unprepared to cipect that 
Altamib’s fway tad extended to tto lower provinces, which were avovredty la 


manner, tbs recently discovered silver coins bare supplied a cine to Ihe more lahs- 
faetOry decipherment of the marginal legend and the explanation cf otter minor 
unpcifroti<iiM.ui the definition of the exotic cbaratteia of the gold coiu, which it 
it veelcu to follow in detail 

1 Jit A S (ir a ) II ,f 187 Cf also AlbtrCiaf, Tteinand,hI<finoiie surllnde, 
p S88, quoted taJ R A 3 (if»)I,p *7 1 As Res K.pp 72, 74 , ins 627 
Wilson’s Cloasary, tul lore, ete RsaneTl, Hop of Htnduhin, p SS Stewart* 
Sengd.pp 44, fi7 

• ChroWcUs of the Pitkin Kings, p 107 JR AS (ws)H,p 187, com 
Xo Ut»/r« 
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Ao 3 Silver Size, 7 Weight, I6S grs Very rare 
PI l fig 2 X.n 616 


Obverse. 

» Lrjif 



* * 


Reverse. 

Horseman at charge 


Margin — 

*ih j \^j ami 

i . i j j JLa 4mj 


No 3a Variety Weight, 162 grs PI. l fig 3 Rate*' 

illegible. The Persian legend on the obverse is given m very 

imperfectly defined characters, and offers the pec uliar ity of the 
insertion of the Hindi letters HT, for Shah, above the name of the 
ting, thereby indicating that both die-engravers and the local 
public were naturally better versed in the old alphabet than in the 
newly imported letters of the conqueror*. 


Corjra or Guffs nwifcr 'Am 

No 4 Silver Size, 7 £ Weight, 161 grs (fall weight ) 
PL i fig 4 jl.il. GIG (7 specimens.) 


Omen 


ItrTTKsi: 


JL-* 31 


UjjSI cjU r U*M 
-lj i ijuir. 

u 


tU\ 

• «-ui Jrj 

Margin—, ^ iCJt j.x* i— ^ 
bL — ‘ ; J~~ 1 


Com No 4 teaches m that in the «mo scar CIO x ii , m 
the early part of which HuSin ocl-fJm *Airz Lad coofranT 
allegiance to Altamsh, lie ecLimnglj grew wean of nuch 
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pretences, and opcnlj declared himself Stilt an m lm own 
right, assuming iho regal titlo of GMtu-ud dm, and tlio 
hierarchical function implied m the designation of 
iVajir affair Al MtiannnUi, “ Defender of the Commander 
of the Taithful ” "Whether this o\crt assertion of inde- 
pendence was suggested by his own growing power, or was 
duo to the imagined weakness of the suzerain, is not dear , 
hut thcro can bo no question os to his success in tlio exten 
Sion and consolidation of his dominions, or to Ins vigorous 
administration of a country, fertile in the extreme, and en- 
dowed with each singular commercial advantages of sea and 
nver intercourse 

At this particular juncture Altamsh docs not seem to 
have boon pressed by anj important home disturbances, but 
there were dark clouds on the N W frontier The all powerful 
Alt ud dm Huhammad Kharizml, whoso outposts extended 
over so large a portion of Asia, had been coming money in 
the inconvenient proximity of Ghazni throughout the years 
013, G14-G16 a 1 J and no ono could foretell when ho might 
follow the ordinary precedent, and advance into Hindustan, 
As fate determined, however, it was left to his son Jatal ud din 
to Bwun the Indus, at tho risk of Ins life, as ft fugitive 
before the hosts of Olmngiz Ehin, in 618 a n 

The mention of Changlz Khun suggests to mo tho dosira 
bihty of repeating ft correction, I havo already recorded 
elsewhere, of a singular delusion shared alike by native 
copyists and English commentators, regarding one of the 
supposed incidents of tho sufficiently diversified career of 
this scourge of tho wodd, to the effect that his unkempt 
savages had penetrated down to tho impossible limit of tho 
lower Ganges Tho wholo senes of mistakes, Asiatio or 
European, may now be traced hack to a siraplo clerical error 
in the transcription from a chance loading copy of the ordi 
nunly tare work of llmhftj us Sit&j — where the name of 
ChangL Xian has been substituted for tho more 

obvious designation of the ancient town of Jiynagar 

1 J B A S IS p 381 SY3I p 2<P Chron clus of PjLtfc&n Kings p 8G 
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Modern authors, examining a single passage, might well 
have felt reserve in reconstructing at hazard a primary ver- 
sion; but the editors of the Calcutta official printed text have 
gone bo far towards perpetuating the enigma they were unable 
to unravel, as to add to the difficulties of solution by making 
Chang/z Kh4n fight (so far on his way to Lakhnauti) the 
memorable battle of Pcrwan [35° 9 If., 69* 1G' E ] on the 
conveniently converging site of Budaon (p. 348), which was 
situated on one of the favourite main lines of transit to the 
south, east of the Ganges This conglomeration is, however, 
the less excusable, os Stewart, in his History of Bengal, 
had already pointed out Fcrishtah’s palpable mistake to the 
same effect; and the editors themselves unconsciously admit 
the preferable variant of inserted in the foot-note, 

p. 199. Dr. Hunter, I see, in his new work on Orissa (ii. 4 ), 
incautiously follows Stewart's first impressions, in the notion 
that the ‘‘vanity” of Muhammadan historians had inten- 
tionally ''converted the attack of the humble Orissians into 
an invasion of Tartars” (Stewart, p 62) 1 I myself prefer the 
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m0ro obvious and direct explanation aboro given, which 
pcrhap3 reflects more upon our defective criticism than upon 
Muslim vanity. 1 

No. 5. Sliver. Size, 8$. Weight, 165 gw. a.u. C17. 

(2 specimens ) 

It EYE USE 

11 All 3 

a!J\ 

A_Ul 

Margin — ^ $ Ah < — yj: 



No 6. Silver Size, 8 Weight, 1 69. (Coarse badly formed 


legends) a n. 
Osvxese. 

f-b-e 11 J bL 1 1 

j aJI j UjaM 

tiT* 

9 uH-'V'dl 1 j— i »1 — > 





(2 specimens ) 

Hetzese. 

aJuJI 31 a J13 

illl Jj-y A*^r* 

aUI ^Ul 

Margin — AfUt »jj>> t — >p» 

A>1 » " » J J ^ ...il ■! - .. j j • A . 


1 or Elplnnstone (oetr edit by Professor CoweU), p 377. Elliot, Muhani- 
nrndan Historians, h , pp 204, 341 Dr Lee’s Iba Batutab, Oriental Tr Fund 
P 07. IVnshtab, J Persian Test, i., J> 122 Eadsotu, Caltutta Persian 
Text, p 8 S TabaVlt-i-Kioiri, Cakutta Persian Text, pp 167 , 163, 199 , 243 , 215 



2D 


ho Cm Tandy One example givw the filtered marginal 
reading of 

AjL* — i * * ' i i T^j t <j < d LJl sajs ( 

Al h fitrr le-dln 3Uah irag invested in the Khili fat in a n -5 75, and 
died on tho 1st Shawwfil, i it C22 (5th October, 1225 a d ) Bar 
irebrtcnj, Jhulfaroj, pp 2C9-30I IbnAsfr.p 285, fixes his death 
at the cad of Kamazin Price, Muhammadan History, u.,p 210 

The tenor of tho legends of tho consecutive issues of 
a ir. 617 disclose an increasing confidence in Ins own power 
on the part of Ghias ttd-dln " Atrz , m the addition made to 
his previous titles, and in tho assumption of the superlative 
Al 'Hrani, “ the highest,” as the prefix to the Al Sultan in 
place of the heretofore modest adjective of Al JIu’a zam, "the 
gTeat ”* Here, for tho first time m this scries, we meet with 
the official or regnant designation of tho Khalif of Baghdad, 
who has hitherto been referred to by the mere generic title 
of *' Commander of the Faithful ” 

It would appear from this innovation, as if Ghids-ud din 
had already, indirectly, put himself in communication with 
the Pontifical Court at Baghdad, with a view to obtaining 
recognition as n sovereign pnnee m the Muslim hierarchy, — 
a further indication of which may possibly be detected m the 
exceptional insertion of the month m addition to the ordinary 
year of issue on the margin of No 6a , a specification winch 
will be found more fully developed m the succeeding mint 
ages, where it admits of an explanation which is not so 
obvious or conclusive in this instance 

1 Altimsh himself seems to haTe been indifferent to this distin ction batata 
importance u shown in the early coinages of Huhammad SSm, who rnvarmbly 
reserve s the enperlatire prefix for bis re .going brother while ha limit* his own 
claims to the Tirtuallj eomparatiro An J further to mark these grada- 

tions, he prom neatly adopt* the higher title after his brother 1 * death Chronicles 
of rathia Eings,nv J2, 33 It inana Ant goi pi » %s *9 So 



21 


No. 7. Silver. Ri?e, 9. Weight, ICO E rs. n. I. fig. 5.* Dated 
20th of llabful akhir, a.ii. 620. (7 specimens ) 




No. 7a. Variety. Weight, IC5 grs Coin of the same data and 
similar character, which transfers the complete enmo of into 
the third liue; the dubious prefix to the Becond jhjJdl reads 

more as Jm, while the suggested jju, above given, appears as yiX*. 

Ii 1 tho preceding coins had left any doubt os to Gbj£s*ud- 
din’s designs in regard to the assumption of sovereign 
power, tho tenor of tho legends on Nos 7 and 7a, would 
conclusively set that question at rest Here, not content 
with the recently-arrogated title of ^UaLJl, we find 

him calling himself “Sultan of Sultan*,” by direct ap- 
pointment of the Khalif, 3 associated with which is the entry 

' • V . I • r ~l V ■ *- ■! r ■’ ‘ 

I * I ■ 


3 The term wof frequent occurrcn co on the early Muslim eoas3ges, 

and is usually associated -with tlm name of the officer — whatever his condition — . 
responsible for the mint issues, as which » translated by 

Px®hn ns “ mamba,'’ (us enra et opera}, jfAwiarfu or “ eorante," — a definition 
accepted in later days on the Continent as ''per it, ma ms de, par ttt inns de,” tie 



l—— ijJl ^ yiUI 


dlji Jy-y ■A/tcC'* 

uit 


*11 y\ j I Margin — 


(IjLiLj j j in r. 
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of a specific date, -with the still more unusual definition of 
the day of the month, winch 13 preserved constant and un 
varied throughout the entire issue ITore remarkable still l» 
the abnormal departure from the conventional form of coin 
legends in the omission of the preliminary u At Sultan ** and 
the abrupt introduction of the regnal title of the once proba- 
h fi nal Htsam ud dm, under his more ambitious designation 
of Ghlas ud din In Bhort, the entire drift of the altered 
superscription points to an intentional reproduction of some 
formal phraseology, euch as would be eminently consistent 
with an official transcript of the rercred pTecept emanating 
from Uaghd&d 

I should infer from these coincidences that a formal 
diploma had by this time been conceded by the Supremo 
Pontiff, admitting the newly erected kingdom of Bengal 
within the boundaries of IsIAm, and confirming the reigning 
monarch in possession, with added titles and dignities The 
date so prominently repeated roaj either be that upon which 
the patent was originally sealed, or more probably it points 
to the auspicious moment of tho reception of the ambassadors, 
who conveyed the formal document and paraphernalia of 
investment, at the Court of LaLhnauti This assignment in 
no way disturbs my previous attribution of the inaugural 
piece of Altamsh, 1 marking his attainment of tho like 
honours in ah C 2C The very concession to the Bengal 
potentate possibly led Lis once suzerain to seek a parallel 
sanctification of his own nghts, which ho had prcnouslj been 
content to hold by tho sword and tho difficulty of com- 
munication with Baghdad over alien kingdoms and disturbed 
frontiers would account for a delay of tho emissaries on the 
one port and tho other, which would not affect tho open 
ocean passage between the mouths of tho Gauges and tho 
sea port of Bussorah, 


>r J nv# rtr tom rvttiusa 


1 Initial Ccma-e IUI S („] II P » M' Chr»n fi- 
ef t U Fethin r « Of tb . cuvplioaJ will n »* hum (/> 

redo rnontr of d&t* txitb V> the IW-»I etna* of J n Cli tte^ aa4 I keyu* t* 
the Bortheri of Atumih No. S, wb th miwt to tihrli u mt-om- to No 10 
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Cor\ or A LTtMMr 

8 Silver Sko 8} 'Vcighr, 1G8 grn Squnro Kuiio 
clnractm, which seem to belong to I/lior or Romo northern 
Hint * PI i fig 0 *n G2* ? 


Obversf 

IlEVEUsr 

0 tLUt 

JUMtill! 

1 


1 J^r-y -»-*-*'* 

s L. ijJI 

All 

Ijl ^AiaM all 

ja! \ j *\ *JJ1 


ur-* 

J — dJJi 

Margin — ? ijjs 

a— 

AjU a- } 


Bexoal Cojn» or Axtausii Pdusza'crnNT to the he assehttox op mo 
Imperial Swat 


No 9 Sdvcr Sizo 8 Vogt 
A U 

Obverse 

u \liUi 

J jJt Ml .* M 

A-JL«.Ar»- 

j-a-H ■<-)— II 

l r~* 

i Chronicles of the Fathfin Kings p 
* This word ns designating the o 


, 1G8 gTS Bengal typo of Coin 
02 2 

BcnmsF 

As m Nos G and 7, — Coins 
of Gbfis nd din, with tho 
name of the Khnlif Al 
iVdsir h dm lllah 

Margin — 

\ — j| Jjub 

n l figs 4 8 

is unusual hut we hate the term 
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Altamsh docs not seem to have found it convenient to 
proceed against Lis contumacious vassal, who was now ready 
to meet him on almost equal terms, till a n, 622, when the 
coinage immediately attests one part of the compact under 
which peace was secured, in the exclusive use of the name 
of the Emperor of Hindust&n on the money of Bengal. 1 
That the issue, represented by No 9, proceeded from the 
local Mints, is evident alike from the style and fabric of 
the pieces, their defective metal, and the uncouth forms of 
the letters of the legends. 

No 10 Silver Size 8 Weight 168 grs (2 specimens ) 
Plate i % 7 

Obveuse 

u UiJlU» 

l/L*— LI j-d 

u lkLlJI 

. * A\jV% for the Mini, end the jjjs ‘—Jr" M the ordinary prefix to the 
or JLadl of tlio futliOn monarch* The loiter* on the C‘-nfT J ,9ok 
more like , , ,H f whtth, however, doc* not *ecm to make *cnse Fra'ha Ion J 
ago iugsMtwftliilt the word Ctttfbt to be rwcircd M » mb*Untl«, "P*^ 

dallj in thoM case* where tho prquwition t — f did n»t follow It, In th« giren 
*eaUnce, u ■ prt^i to tho name of the Mint city 

J, JyT jUd sZijjJ ZJj u=r u** H * 

J jftAt JU jXi JisA* fr* 162 15-14 * sr* 

oicvtu i«t, r p »e>. j*'-’ **•* i 


air 624 

Bevebse 
aJJUl din 

dill 

dU! y,\i 

Margin— * * * Ah 
<1jL* d_i j *— ■* 
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AL Zahir beamnllah the Khnlif whoso name is inscribed on this 
com, succeeded his father on the 2nd of Shawwal, A n 622, and 
died on the 14th Eajab, ah 623 (July 11, 1226 ad) Bar 
Hehneus, Alulfaraj, p 302 


Jto 11 Silver Size 1 "Weight 167 grs TTnique J?1 i , 


fig 8 

Square area, within double 
lines following the pattern of 
some of the examples of Sin 
hammad Ghon b coins. 

fJ^i\ u Uo_LuJ\ 

j Lj oil 

{ juA i ■ Al l yl 

J-M =Lj j ' t 1 ... H 

The words *a!\ j~*\ 

are lnBcrted in the interstices 
between the square area and 
the circular marginal line, as 
in the Dehli coins of Babrdm 
Bhdh* 


n 624 

Beveese 

Legend in the area os in 
tho last com, with the 
name of the Khalif Al 
Zakir 

Margin — ^1 > * * t -^r a 

iuLi 


It might be eupposed to be an open question as to whether 
GhI&s ud dm 9 A ter: or Nosir ud dm Mahni'ui — tho eldest Bon 
of Altnmsh and his viceroy m Bengal — presided over tho 
Mints which put forth tho coins classed under Nos 10 and 
11 As regards tho latter, at present unique piece, there 
can bo littlo doubt, from its assimilation to tho ordinary 
Dehli models, that it formed a portion of tho revised and 
unproved coinage of tho south after Mahmud’s defeat of 
GhS&s ud dm in C24 A li In like manner, tho introduction 
of the term on No 10, as a prefix to the title of 

• Cl rou tie# of llie r»thin Ivicpn j> lie 
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Sultan Altamsh, points to a feeling of filial reverence, which 
is altogether wanting even in Ghf&s utl din's repentant mam 
festo in the legend of No 9 Mahmud s appointment to the 
Government of Oudh dates from a n 023,* and the tenor of 
one of the namtivca of Mmhnj us Siraj would imply that he 
proceeded southwards with but Iittlo delay , so that all corns 
bearing tho date of G24, with the name of Altamsh, might 
preferentially bo assigned to his interposition, more especially 
os Ghi&s ud din at and prior to this period had placed him 
self in a renewed attitude of insurrection 


Com of JTafir-mf din Mahmud Shah, as Yieeroj m Bengal 

The administration of tho Bengal Mints under tho official 
auspices of Iiasir ud-din Mahmud, as developed in the issues 
Nos 10, 11, leads up to and confirms with more full effect 
an identification I have hitherto been obliged to advocate m 
a less confident tone — that is, the attribution of the piece, 
reproduced in the woodcut below, under No 12, to the 
eldest son of Altamsh, at some period towards tho close of 
his brief career* With these ncwlv-duscovered evidences of 
his overt intervention in the local currencies the transition 
to a subdued and possibly paternally sanctioned numismatic 
proclamation, m his own name would he easy, more especially 
if that advance was made simultaneously With the effusive 
reception at Dehli of the reigning Khalifa ear best recog- 
nition of Altamsh’s supremacy, coupled with the desirability 
of makin g this Imperial triumph manifest in those southern 
latitudes, where other dynastic names had already churned a 
prior sanctification 3 

* IVrnan toit, ISO 

* Initial Coma-* of Bengal, J RJ1 S (vj.) II r 1S * €hrt>1] of 

BaUiin Kings, p SI 

! 5! inkij ns Sirfj aflOT completing his account * ipMuf-dia a conquest of 
GhtLs-nii-dia A-wz anil the tranjnusstioa of the *po2j to the Sul tin at IVhli, 
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Sneh an authorised augmentation of tho Prince’s state is 
rendered the more probable, as Altamsh. in a measure shared 
with his favourite sou the honours and dignities conferred 
by the Khalif, and simultaneously extended to him the right 
to us© an umbrella with the tint of Imperial red. 1 NAsir- 
ud-din Mahmud, the contemporary biographer remarks, was 
from that time looked upon us the recognised successor to 
tho throne of Hindustan. Equally, after Mahmud’s prema- 
ture death, his father still so held him in honour Ihut his 
body was brought to Dehli, and enshrined under one of tho 
choicest domes that Eastern Saracenic art could achieve, 
"which to this day, amid its now broken marbles, stands as a 
monument of the virtues of this prince, and preserves in its 
decaying walls tho remains of 1 the first royal tomb of tho 


L-sJaj J*J ^ l> 

C \J\ j l— JOy&j . t-Xc oil j-aX Lia. 

^ ^ j jJhisJ j \ iIaj * * l.Ls A . t b ^1 ^ -f 1 A -* i *• 



(Sec also Elliot • IJistoriaol, u , pp 323, 329 ) 

Tho Khalifa culinary emord at Dehli on the 22nd of Ilabl’ul Aural, (3rd 
month of) ah 626, p tv6, nod ner» of tho death of Kfcjir nd-dln Mahmud 
reached the capital in the 6th month of the *nmo year, p 174 

* Tho fooalcr of tho Channel dynasty, tho Groat Sahuktijlo, Hiumal n-jnl 
atato nndi r tho ihador of a rr>f umbrella Altam*b'« en«igna are drxenbed ax 
fj» the right wwg i t .... -t_. * — , t - i t *\j and red for the loft ring- ■ - > 1 .\j 
iW W ,f Ivf , Mu tft uil -din Mohammad but Sim a lU&ilahL, hero the 

♦ami- colours, but the iluenminalion ix made that tho Uaei [Krtund to the 
Chant, and the terf M the TCitka, p ' rw . Ghlit-uMm Muhammad bln Sim 
uaod tfart mad rrd for tho tro erirn^ (wpoetitcly, p 83 

* I\*ctMrTioy o* tub Tuun or Svi.Tt'x Ghari ['»A»i*.civr>tx MAKUdti] at 
Dehli, DATEtt a. II 61'’ 

jJLsJt ,Lh_iU. jAia^St u MLJt 4_J\ JJJ!, *L^, 
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slave king3 erected near tlio capital, 1 on the shattered entrance 
arch of which wo can still traco the devotional prater of the 
father for the soul of his son, whoso mundane glories he 
briefly epitomizes as “Eng of Engs of the East/’ implying, 
in tho conventional terms of tho day* all India be) and the 
Gogra. 

And still further to Becure a contemporary memento of 
his lost heir, Altamah conferred the same name and title 
upon a younger eon, who, in his turn, was destined to occupy 
the throne of Dehli for twenty years, and the name of Isasir- 
ud-din Mahmud was perpetuated anew in the next genera- 
tion, under another dynasty, as tho designation of Balban’a 
heir, who carried it back to Bengal, where he was permitted 
to found a new family of southern kings,* who for half a 
century succeeded in maintaining a fitful sovereignty, seldom 
disturbed by tbe more powerful Sultans of Hindiistan 

u 11jL <ujJ1 JaH u UM } j jJUll ^ dUI Jt ^Sl fcjli J ilflU 

< — !j I^U) 1 tjjJl jj-blLJt 

j j-jllaLmll 

J All ^«11 ^J_)l lAJyWI lAXL* 

j J , gj Aj ks- 

This Tomb, which is known as tbe Makbarat of Saltan Gh&su stands amid the 
rams of the Tillage of JduUilpfir Ko)i, about threo mik» due west of the cele- 
brated Kutb Minix Ashr-us-Sunnsdid, Dehli, 1854, pp 23, 30 (No 12, IS, 
Facsimile), and 50 (modern transcript revised) See also Journal Aswtique, 

JL G.dn Tassy’s translation of tho Urdu, teit, also Journal Aichfwl°g ,cal Society 
of Dehli, p 87, and Hand book for Dehli, 1883, p 85 

1 Jlukn ud din Fir-fii Shih, another son of Altamah, who for a brief period 
held the throne of Dohl*, found a final resting place on tho chosen site of MiU- 
likpflr, and his brother in deferred b accession, entitled Jfn’lzz-aJ-dln Bahrdm 
Shdh, followed him into tho Tombs of the Kings in tho same locality —Athr-ui 
Sunnailld, pp 25, 26 Elliot’s Historians, ui, p 3S2, Chronicles of rnth&n 
Kings, p 200 

* See p 35 infri 



No 12 Silver S 120 8 Weight, 163 1 grs Unique British 
Museum 



Obvtusi: 

jnh\ 

0 \LL> sli 


ItrVER«E 

j*uai ^ ^ 

U— 


Al M usUm sir billali was inaugurated on the 14th of Rajab, 
G23 ah =1220 a d , tho eime day that his father Al 7ahir died 
— Bar Hebrscus, p 303 

I quote in illustration of my previous remarks, the legends on 
the special issue of Altamsh on the occasion of the receipt of his 
diploma of investiture in a n 626 

Weight of the B M Coin, 164 grains. 

OnVEMR dl)\ ilAg* <jdil 51 tiJl'i 

Reverse — -As above, in No 12, with similarly formed characters 1 

It may be noted that on a like occasion of the reception of the 
Egyptian Khalifa diploma at Debit m 744 ajt, Muhammad bin 
Tughlak adopted a similar method of exhibiting his respect by 
introducing the pontiff's name on the coinage to the exclusion of 
his own 


The identification of tho individual, who styles himself 
Daulat Sh&h, with many high sounding prefixes, on the sub- 
joined com, demanded n certain amount of patient patch- 


i Chronicles of the ration Kings, p 46 
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work, which I have relegated to the note below 1 Suffice it 
to say that Daulat Shah bin Modad is the person who is 
spoken of elsewhere as Jkhtiy£r-ud-din Bali, a 3 JBnljh and 
who appears m history o» the fimgle occasion of his possess- 
ing himself of the Kingdom of Bengal on the death of 
N&sir-ud-dm Mahmud, and his subsequent suppression and 
capture on the advance of -Altamsh’a forces m the self-same 
} ear, 627 A.H , he was unwise enough to record on his un- 
authorized comage 


^ AjLlIaJ y j 1 *1 mmt J iLe jO 

i_lS3U-e jJ *— ^ ( - 5 > 4k - sr ’ 

ily <— all- u^— s 

iJUa-i j Jr***’ lJ “’ )}“* J ^ } *ir J ‘—’A-’ 

^allOL c s~ sC } *>yT ci-wai \j ^U? 

jb Jib- <J^ (j— ** < — -o- j _* id-= j1*i 

COnitU Teit, p | Vp. 

tzjjSj\ jlo a^-tj ^ jjf - 

jJljLis-l i_L£L« 2 — » j_5«> j t\j j < — >11? liXL* 

CekotU Text, p Ilf IfL 
In the printed text, under the Jlril Coart Cireulir lilt of the - i *<jL« 

of Saltin SfiimJ-ud-dfn, wo Cad lie following entry «rl ** » t-J »J 
^7 . .,^1 r ‘ d~) ^ . nnd in Iho trumJ document, purporting to U 1 rwninl *' 
U»t oEt»l return wo re*d T ICj jLi fjjjA 

(TP |VV ind lVA) which Utter rmioa U fmtly tinprorod by tbo Oriental 
LonlChUDborU«nli>trwrndin*MS mthrB M (All L No 56 183) which 
uvciild more directly the till* with the and WeotifiCT the tnd nJ#*lw 

lib lUJ.j W<U 

* Tie word ZSt’hS Lu rrcrriw! the mmfTti^ n. It Bey he f nw!,bowrerr, 
in the wily Ct.msu mint tt J5 jU* Tigtn. l£-j twtt » ' f»nnj to t,” *»i 
li ** hisAwnt " * 
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No 13 Silver Sizo&l Weight, 1 08 JTmgtte Plate i fig 9 
ak C27 ? 

ItETOttSE 


iL.i 

iLc 



,yjSljUji\ fkfiSV 

u^tr 1 



Margin — •«— ■ < ? jyt£> * * 

<5jL»— a j _j 


The reading of is speculative the letters Ull are 

distinct, as are also the two dots of the i hut that letter itself 
cannot he traced, and the visible remains of the character succeeding 
the W\ ore more like 1 or than the suggested 


Inscription of AUatnsh 

Among the numerous inscriptions of Altimsh already 
known, no one possesses greater interest than the subjoined, 
which has latelj been published m the J A S Bengal 

Bud&on was one of Alta rush’s earliest charges, and from 
thenco ho was called to supremo sovereignty at Dehli on the 
death of Kutb-ud dm Aibeg 


Inscription of Altamsh, on the gatcicay of the Jam't ATaytd at 
Sudadn 1 

uoljj jAu:Sl (J— 

1 Deciphered by Mr Wilson C S , BudWn — J VSB. 1872 p 112 
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iATJuN JjuI j r 3LSl ^ UjJI 

^ aILi 4 UI jL- u UJU1 ,>*JA 

i* ' ^-*J C*J y &S U—l li «■■ ' L - h^d 1 
Dated, Ramazan au> 62S [Hot 1230 a» ] 


Com of Uxziah 


I conclude this limited senes, and complete this section of 
the numismatic history of the south, by the reproduction of 
the sole available daUd com of Rmah, minted at LaLhnauti, 
in A II 633 After this epoch there follows an interval of 
more than half a century, during which we discover no 
coins of Bengal proper But the year 691 a.h may be said 
to inaugurate a new era, represented by the mintages of the 
more firmly established local kings of the family of N&sir- 
ud-dm Mahmud, the son of Balban, who, perhaps wisely, 
preferred the placid repose of a quati viceroyalty at Lakh 
nanti, to the turmoils of the Imperial throne, to which be 
was the acknowledged heir He does not seem to have 
arrogated to himself the right to com, and it was left to his 
second son Kai KAus to resume that symbol of independent 
power 


No 14 Shver Weight, 164 5 grs Size, 7 LathmuH, a d 
T he late General T P Smith * 

Obveesi 

L-a SI . .lLLJl 


jj !l AMU- 

3j ~- 

Cbroo tic* i>t tlw r*llln Kintr", Va 



Margin — 

*=— * ‘ 

<jti 1 . 


J! 


he date) i< £,ron-J ■«*! 4rf*CT»V4 'Q 9 C*-*)il-rF ^ 
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I may, perhaps, be permitted to ox tend this paper beyond 
the exact limit covered by Mr Broadloy’a collection, in order 
to gather up such later antiquarian gleaning® as chance to 
illustrate the obscure section of the historj of Bengal during 
tho first half century of tho 107 years comprised in the 
Kooch Bihdr representative accumulations, which formed 
the subject of m3 previous paper on “ The Initial Coinage of 
Bengal ” or, m effect, to follow up tho local changes, of 
which wo have occasional monumental records, down to the 
tune when Ili&s Shah attained independence, and expanded 
his boundaries and his power into imperial proportions 

Tho energy and research of our fellow labourers m the 
East has been largely rewarded in these days by the number 
of inscriptions brought to light in aanous parts of the 
country, which have been deciphered, and more or less com- 
pletely published in the Journal of the Asiatic Society of 
Bengal under tho supervision of their critical and in- 
defatigable secretary. Dr Blocbmann, to whom we are 
indebted for such comprehensive analyses of the learning 
and traditions of tile Court of Akbar and subsequent Mughal J? 
monarcks 


Inscription A 

The first mural record in point of date of which at present 
only ft brief outline is available, consists of the 

INSCRIPTION OF TuGURIL KlIAN AT BlXIAR, 
which is described as pertaining to "an edifice built in 
a 11 G-10 01 ad 1242, by *Izz ud din Abulfath Tughril 
Khan, who styles himself Sultan, nnd assumes other regal 
epithets, as Khakan ul Mtt’asmm, Khallada-llahu m ulnkhu” 
etc 1 

This is a most suggestive contribution to tho other revel a 
turns of tho condition of tho country at thi3 time, from which, 
on tho full decipherment of the original text, we may per- 
chance gain new knowledge of tho ever imminent revolutions 


* J Jt S H Proceeds November 1871 p 217 
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of regnant vassals m jwrh&tn xnfukUttm against absent 
Muhammadan rinperors 

TJiero ift nothing, however, to cause surprise in the ns 
sumption of royal titles by Tnghnl on tins occasion, ns, 
although ho bad boon a firm adherent of tho Fmpross 
Hizfah, had been endowed by her with tho honours of the 
red umbrella, and had coined assiduously tho onlj silver 
mono}, bearing her namo hitherto discorcred, las devotion to 
tho Imperial throne was confessedly shaken after her death, 
and in tins self simo year, G10 a il, taking advantage of 
tho weakness of tho reigning monarch at Dehh, ho pro- 
ceeded to annex tho provmco of Karra M&nikpur, which 
lit itself constituted an ovort act of rebellion against his 
Suzerain 1 

Tho next division of tho Initial Comago of Bengal brings 
us into much more definite contact with tho realities of 
modifeval remains, and reminds mo that on my first on 
dcaiour to identify tho Kni K£us of tho Jvooch BihSr coins, 

I was obliged to crave indulgence m the mere reading of 
tho dates so incoherently defined on his mintages I had, 
for tho time to abandon nil faith in the units, to claim only 
dubious credenco for tho decimals , though the hundreds 
necessarily remained beyond cavil, even had tho Bengal 
Mint official a blundered m the definition of the alien Semitic 
legends with moro than their accustomed licence 

I was however, venturesome enough on that occasion to 
suggest — m dotted lines and duly reserved square brackets — 
that the then obscure 7ifli luius ought to havo a place m the 
family tree of tho bouse of Balban, n claim winch had 
escaped the record of contemporary biographers, or the 
knowledge of later commentators on the local events m 
Bengal I have since found abundant testimony towards 
establishing his true place both under tho one and tlio other 
aspect 

On n recent occasion ol reviewing my prorwan 'Etmay uu 
tho Initial Goinago of Bengal, I embodied, with more confi- 

* Mi nh jj uf *5 rtj r*rs an tcit p 2t3 Slrw*rt J J> 61. 
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den or, * tho restored genealogical tree, of if Inch the following 
is a transcript 

Gu'tdtt hilban, Emperor Of Ilindaitin 



In support of tins direct lmo of descent, I can now quote 
evidence from two confirmatory sources, tho incidental men- 
tion of Kai K&us as “tho second son” of N&sir-ud din 


Mahmfid, on tho evo of tho interview of the rival monarclia, 
Koihub&d, the ildest son, Sultan of Hindustan, and their 
father, tho occupj ing Lord of Bengal, which forms tho sub- 
ject of Mir Khusru Dchlati's celebrated poem the “jffhdn- 
tts-S’adatn , ” 3 and, also, tho inscription reproduced m ex- 
terna below, winch conclusively identifies tho same pnnee in 
the paternal relation, and simultaneously attests his eventual 
regal succession in Bengal 


Iisscjirmov B 

Inscription of Kai Kaus in Gangnrampur, DinSjpur, at 
Damdamah, the old DeoLot, 3 dated Muliarmm, G97 a h. 
[Oct, 1297 ad] 

U MAU\ iJjAir* Jh s 

» Chronicles, p U8 

* Professor Cowell a article in Journ As Boc Bengal I860, p 234, and 
EUiofa Historian* m , p o30 
» Sae Buchansn s DSnijp ir, p 60 and anti, p 9 
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- 4 

^ j dill aIo*- 

u U-ji!s ^Ua ^J1 j&S-i «— >Ul ,jty 

ij*z. <dH a * j 4jUiLj j &£L* a)J 1 iilra- ^jlLl—i jatyj 

Lff*"* 3 J f - A “ J J&> LT* *f^ L5 5 L5 j ^* ^Jr 5 " e^ 3 

J.A S fi , J$"2, p. 1 03 tp UL/ j 

Dr. IT BlockuakVs TaAsgiAiiov 

“ Tlua mosque TTU5 built during the reign of the king of kings, Itttkn ud-dunyi- 
wsddltu the shadow of God upon earth, Kai EM* Shhb, son of Habrafid, soa of 
the Sultin, thought hand of the Khalffah of God, the helper of the commander 
of the faithful — mop God perpetuate his rule and kingdom I — at the order of the 
Lord of the age, by Ehih4b-ul-hnrjq waddm, a second Alexander, the Ulugh i 
'Azam IlumhyiSn Zafar Khln Eahr&m Ttgia — may God perpetuate hie rule and 
kingdom., and may God prolong his Lfc ' — under the supervision (bnfcmlijat) of 
Salih. Jfwani of Multin On the 1st hluhamm, 697 -i n. [19th Oct, 1297] ” 

I Lave reproduced in full the above inscription, alike in 
text, translation, and commentary , 1 ns ifc corrects an avowedly 
imperfect reading- which I had bee a favoured with by Col 
Nassau Lees Dr- Bloclimann was so obliging as to forward 
me an impression of the original, that I might satisfy myself 
of the accuracy of the translation now given ; but I have 
unfortunately mislaid the facsimile reproduction, and there- 
fore abstain for tho moment from any further comments. 

1 Dr Ebjchmann continues — "A* wcntiutied above, this inscription liquated 


K&i confessed allegiance ta 'Alt ud din of Dibit, vrho u tho Sikanilw- 

a;?duf jiar txettUnc* , but the gramnmbcoj cormtnjction of tho sentence, *nJ tl is 
ufuHH, show that the word* ‘Sikamlir u-^int, Ulugh l-'Azatn Uuwiyta and 
Zifar Khin,' mo merely title* of ISahrim Hgtn lie mud have bf-cu a Malik of 
high raoi, a* the title* (ire high but my Tnbcnl uscnplivn* (about to be r 0 ^* 
luhed la thu volutin*) give Matiki not only similar tulea bn* a 1 * 3 *h» yLfue 
* Jlsy God perpetuate hi* tuIo nod kingdom,* and even ,/*/•* name*, if I toiy osy 
so 1 Shikib ul Ilaiyt nd-dSn/ therefore, u merely the j* ■* I,3!! '-' cf 3Ialtk 
‘ifi«'^Wxu,WnU'luw» > ^iwrtJvrv,‘hrifk‘liai ‘whnrnWi-vf-'nl.’ ranoot twi/AJAiub 
din, wh«e fun J*l** name With th. btmye* »U *AJ1 ud-lm 
Uuhamm »d ShiV* The. inacnphon i. further referred H by Hr A) If Botirke 
(1872, p 1 13), wbo eiprt-iva * hope that hi* new ••ruHing*** n iw (abmitinl 
10 the Society may r»«l*e Dr ntorhtnann a diKibt reganlm* a portion of thia 
Iracnpton, sad .apply th* dal# in lii* bo •* Inscription 



X 


lSHRIPTIdS C. 

of SitAM«.ctMtiN Tint? of on Zafsir 

Khkn'n 5radra*.ili, at Tnbcni,* listed A.ir. 713. 

^yj’ iU — *!\ L,^l t ajs 

‘fJWt v< i *0 Jl- T r UW _\3\ *cyip*!1 JU Z1L, .ux 

J LT-^ 1 -*« ^JU; llCU flsrfl fl/Jl fJCalt 
«j! 1 (JjCL< iijyl* <—>j ZA-*j u sj^zx^\ 

j_AJ?.n. liTo.p ;«r *a,UJU *iJl oJL-i- u \iO »Li 

Tho text f*ocs on to say tint fho inscription teas cngrarecl 
under tlie direction of Khnn Muhamnvul Z.tfarKMn, on tho 
1st of Mulmrram, 713 ah. Zafar Kh fat's JIo*'jve, in tho 
same locality, bears tho earlier date of C03 A.H, (a.d. 129S). 


’ Tnbeai or Triers! (u Mr Money wntca it, J A S II , 18 17, p 353), K of 
Ilticil Dr nioebraana add,, *‘Tnbetrii» oPen tailed TViyw*/ {“three atrcatns"), 
and by lb* Mnbamniadint 7Vip<nd 5W<f«r, or / irttdici I ( ire also Aln4*AVhari 
(GUdwtn\ tup 6. J ILA8 (x « ) II (18<I6),p 203, Arfi I, an I AVfs l,p 203). 
Dr IShichtoann. in adverting to MarsJcn a com of Tij ul-din J7r-£* ShJK (So 

oecuiSTiti , ant I-uiiUrj, J A SB, 1810, ph v., fig 17), hia fallowed tho old 
authorities m attnbotio- tho ptoco to a Kendal kin g of that mme, and die* not 
term to bo aware tbit tbe com wa» minted tn tho Pakhan in 807 A it , during tbfl 
reign Cf tho TaAmdm Firftr Shih (a it 800 to 823) See my Chronicles of the 
Patbln King*, p. 315 On tbe other part, I hare to thank Dr Bloehmann 
for a rcctif cation, to which be seems to attach «a undne> importance — J ASH, 
July, 1872, p 119 In my recent work just quoted, I had occasion to notice, 
m junint, tho contemporary corns of the local dynasties more or less connected 
with the central Muhammadan Imperialism Among other hitherto unpublished 
specimen*. I described a coin of “ Ahmad Shlh bin Ahmad ShMi, Alwaii, At 
AaAm« h(, * (p 313), dated 850 A.n , and I auhTmltcd, without any reserve, 
in tllttstrstroa of the piece itself, a facsimile of tho- original designed and 
credited by an independent art lit — which may bo aern to be dcfcctire in 
both the subordinate points, in which Dr Ulochmann ha* the a<I vintage 
of tna in a better preserved and more folly legible coin lately acquired by 
Colonel Uyde I take Do blamo to myself fur reading the u5«/u<<fy dr ’.ach'd 
lj»j cf the one ipecimen for the improved t—ijjJi of the other, nor am I *ur- 
pnsed at the appearance of tho concluding won! when it is to be 

found in the very nest page of my work, where I had full authority for its 
citation 
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Irvsciumo>s D E F 


Further Inscriptions oj Shams ml din Ft rut 

Dr Bloclimann contributes the following remarks towards 
the elucidation of some unpublished records of thisimg 

“The inscriptions at Tnbem near Hugh mention the 
same king (Shams- nd dm Firuz) as having reigned in 1313 
A.D Two of Hr Broadley*s inscriptions — and this will 
show the value of his discoveries — prove — 

1 That Firuz already reigned in 1309 over (Western) 
Bengal> or Eakhnaati 

2 That South Bihar under him belonged to Bengal, 
whilst other inscriptions show that Bih&t m 2352 again 
belonged to Dehli 

3 That Shams nd dm had a son of the name of Hatun 
Khan who m 1309 and 1315—and hence most likely during 
the intervening years — was governor of BiJh&r ” 1 


As respects the later numismatic accessions to this hence- 
forth second period of the Muslim annals of Bengal, they may 
be said to be confined to minor varieties and repetitions of 
known types whose dates are, as yet, imperfectly ascertained 
A single com of mark claims attention, in the shape of a gold 
piece of Bah&dur Shah, part of his tribute or recognition 
money (s imila r to the silver piece So. 9, O S ) corned in his 
own name, but with the full acknowledgment of the su- 
premacy of HuhanJniad bin Tughlah. The piece itself is the 
property of Mr Delmenck — to whom we owe tho first notice 
of tbs unique com of the Bactnan king Plato, which has 
lately been secured for the British Museum a medal X 
may remark, en j meant, that contributes tho most striking 
testimony to the \aIuo of numismatic inquiries perhaps ever 
adduced, in confirming by the single date, hitherto known in 
tho entire Bactrean senes, which appears on its surface, the 


\ Tfco two of nilim KIM wntn? ” J 1 * ‘ h * 

former venpM Jem* «* t»T„ binged * • St^uc 

J-ASJJ 1 roc»+d ng*, 1BJJ P n t0 
> J 1 S 13 IVbrwT JS7 f 3* 
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Toil place of mint a go of the corns bearing the royal designa- 
tion of this prince, which liter in point of time supersedes 
rise discarded record of “ Lalhnttutl ” on the local currency. 
TTlulo tho group of "Sea cn Villages" or Townships in Loner 
Bengal is defined solely by the appropriate mint terra of 

Stiyaon,** who«o leading centre perhaps oscillated according 
to the progressive changes of the comcnient wharves and 
Inmtmg-places of that emporium. If I could be equally 
certain of the very reasonable identification of “ JttgtMa " 
(25* 10 -S"' 58 )of our recent surroja, 1 with the u AltWuh‘* 
of tho ^rubaramadaa historians,* the case Tronic! beeoraplct-o 
mid final m favour of the northern metropolis 

Colonel Bfnngbton r a recent investigations enable him to 
say that QfAaiphr is also “near Gaur, about one mile JJ" IV. 
of Afaldah M * And X)r Biochmann very safelj affirms that 
Mttazzarndbdd is in. Sonargaon 4 A small incidental note 
will be found nt p 9 ant}, on Deohot and the Ilushtn Lahh- 
nauti, but the subject under its geographical aspect, promises 
to repay more atnpJa investigation 

mrUcnlarlj the Aiidrcnah ranine and the paTeracnt of a rery long itreet, which 
lies w tlio line of the road leailiog from Manf.Iah to Dinagepoar ‘ — Eenncll, Slap, 
etc , p ce 

SlevraTt? imiknts=am£of the Jncahfcw maybe frecM is the folia wmgjj'jsMge 


J bee Uortwuetes ot i'atuim megs la J Am i Alban, u., p il,tupi't , mm 

Gnnt a tie-port, p 372 

* rroct-eiiings Am Soe. Bengal, Apn4 1 570, p 12! 




